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BOOJC THE TENXa 

Chapter !• 
In which the Author cotfutes him/elf. 

HAV I N G been fo long employed in 
finding words,, according to rule and 
method, for others, I begin to think I have a 
right to beftow fome according to my own 
fancy, and that juft now prompts me to write 
without any rule or method whatfoever. 

In the firft place then, permit me to fay, 
that I do not allow any man can have a fair 
excufe for not reading thefe volumes once at 
leaft in his life,^ provided he can read at all. 
For what is the plea, I would fain know, that 
he can fet up for refufing them a perufal ? Is 
he too wife to be taught any thing new ?-— ' 
they do not pretend to have any new thing 
in them or about them ; -they boaft themfelves 
to be as old as nature; and as^or inftrudion. 

Vol. IV. B if 



a H E N RT. 

if he is too wife to want it, they are not fo 

fooli(h 'a$ to force it upon him againft his 

wilhcs. 

Is he too lazy to be amufed by any reading? 
then let him employ a toad-eater to recite 
them in his ears till he falls afleep j he cannot 
purchafe a cheaiper or more hannlefs narcotic 
in his apothecary's fhop. 

Is he too proud to ftoop his genius to the 
perufal of a trivial novel ? my life upon it, his 
genius is oftentimes more trivially employed. 
Is truth his conflant ftudy and purfuit ? and 
has he not yet found out that there is truth in 
fidion 5 that by the device of fable (as the 
philofophcr Saint Pierre well obfcrves) the 
foul gradually opens itfclf to truth ? I am 
vain enough to think there may be many 
more truths in this poor fable, than he will 
difcover or comprehend in all his meta* 
phyGcs. 

But fomc may plead bufinefs, and bufinefs 
mull be followed.— True ! and fo muft hounds ; 
but the man who follows either, be it ever fo 
clofely, will ftill find that he has gone many 
miles out ^f his way. Let the man of bufi* 
ndTs Eccollcflt how much of Jus life is fpent ih 
being bufy about nothirig, and he cannot but 
S acknowledge 
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ackoowJedge he has had time to bcftow upon 
the reading of thefe little books, and a hun- 
dred others. But all this while he has been 
accunanlating money ; if he dies to-morrow, 
he will die worth one hundred thoufand pounds ; 
and if he does, is be any whit wifery (I put the 
queftion in the words of the inimitable author 
of ^be Serious Call) is be any whit wjfer^ I de- 
mand, tban be wh$ bas taken tbe/ame fains to 
have a bundred thoufand pair of hoots and fpurs 
when be leaves the world? 

But harkye, Mr. Novelift, the feftidious phi- 
lofopher will fay, my ftudies do not lie your 
way* To him I could anfwer — then arc my 
ftudies, learned Sir, more complaifant than 
your's 3 for as far as you yourfelf participate 
of human nature, fo far you come witl;un the 
fcope of my refcarches ; why then may not 
you deign to read me, though I do not afpire 
to copy you? Though your proud caftlc is 
barred againft my approachi my humble cot- 
tage is the feat of general hofpitality, and open 
to you in common with the reft of my fellow 
creatures. The fimple gbofe-quill, that can 
fen one (park of pure benevolence into aftivity 
by the playfulnefs of its motion, has done more 
for mankind than the full-plumed philofopher, 

B 2 who. 
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who, with the ftrut of the goofe itfelf, cackles 
out his defpicable fpleen, and hifles at each 
pa/Ienger as he goes regardlefs by him. 

If but one of all my readers has felt ' the 
fympathy of a generous fentiment, if another 
has experienced the confcious fenfe of felf- 
reproaching turpitude, and blufhed atthedif- 
covery, I think I have thrown more light into 
the world, than the philofopher can dig^out of 
the bowels of the earth, though he may there- 
by affed: to decide upon the world's age, as 
jockies do upon horfes by looking in their 
mouths. What if philofophers have now 
found out that water is no element ? they have 
neither added to its ufes, nor taken any away; 
and as for me, though, for peace fake, I will for- 
bear to fay it is an element, I will not promife 
them to reft my faifh fo far upon their dogma, 
as to fay, that it is not. The Author of Nature 
fcems gracioufly to have ordained, that in 
ff arching after things without ufe, our enqui- 
ries fhould be purfued without fuccefs, fo that 
no labour might be wafted upon things that 
cannot profit us: but it is only after thefe 
curious nothings that our philofopher is ever 
on the queft ; and yet he pretends to fay, that 
he has no leifure to beftow upon my men and 

women. 
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women. Why will he not rather ftudy, to be 
informed of what would profit him to know, 
and fubmit to be ignorant of what the Great 
Difpofer of the Univerfe hath, in tender confi- 
deration of his Ihort- lived creatures, buried out 
of fight ? As much truth as inanV intellefts 
can admit, is acceffible to man's enquiries, but 
ignorance is given to the foul, as the lid is be- 
llowed upon the eye -, it lets In all the light 
it can ufefuUy difpenfe with, and Ihuts out 
what it cannot bear. And now, no more of 
the philofopher J whilft, I am contemplating 
the ftatue, let him hunt after the beetle that 
trawls at the bafc of it. 

There is, 'notwithftanding, more for me to 
doj and as thefc volumes are my clients, fo 
am I their advocate, and muft be prepared for 
all that may oppofc me : the next, however, is a 
gende caviller, and approaches in a form that 
challenges my refpeft; it is a reader I would 
not offend and fhock for all that fame could 
give me; Ihe comes with modeft blufhes on 
Jier cheeks, arid points to certain pages doubled 
down in my offending work, too highly cojoiit* 
ed for her chaftc revolting eye to reft upon. 
What Ihalllreply to this appellant? How dc-. 
fend pyfelf frpm oi\e, whp comes into the lifts 

' ' B 3 with 
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"wkh all the virtues armed in her fupport? 

Where now is my impure Jemima? where 

is Fanny Claypole ? where even my benevolent 

Sufan May ?— Fled out of fight, abalhed and 

fclf condemned ! What avails it me to fay that 

they are Nature's children ? My reproving critic 

does not wifh to make acquaintance with the 

profligates of her family. In vain I iirge, that . 

contraft is the foul of compofition; that joy and 

forrow, licalth and ficknefs, good and evil, 

chequer life itfelf through every ftagCi that 

even virtue wants an oppofne to give its hiftre 

full difplay : (he does not think that fdenesT, 

which addrels themfelves to the palSons, can 

be defended by arguments that apply to the 

judgment: I may be juftificd by the ryles ^ 

compofition ; fiie is trying me by th©fe of de^* 

corxKn. If I (halter rtiyfelf ill the plea> iWt 

tcmptadons are the teft of an hefolc Ipirit k 

that I cannot make hrkks without ftraw i and 

that although the faid ftraw be of an inflam^ 

ittable quality, yet I muft woVk with fuch ma* 

tcrials as I have : flic will not hefitate to adrtiil 

the neceflity of temptations, but (he will t^^ 

folutely condemn the too profofe aftd promi^ 

nent difplay of them ; (he would work her 

Ihades more tender i mine are too bold :- if 1 

fay. 
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fay, wait for the moral, (he repfies,. that it is 
die naturje of Hifccptibility not to wait ; the 
mifchicf is in the front, the moral is in the 
rear ; the remedy cannot always overtake the 
difeafe j and fhe aiks, where is the wit iq vo- 
luntarily provoking the fang of the viper, be- 
caufe, forfooth,. we have a medicine in our 
clofct that will ftaunch the poifon> if we do not 
flip the time of applying it ? 

Mark nowj^ candid reader^ if I have not 
wove a hedge about myfclf, which I-have nei- 
ther cunning to creep through, nor agili:y la 
climb; but it is ever thus^ when I argue with, 
the ladies. If their modefty is of fo touchy a 
temper, as; to accofe me af impudence, I know 
no better way to convince them of their mif^ 
take, than by copying .that, modefty, and 
;fnaking no defence -, and fure I am, that fuch. 
would be their conduft ui: the c^fe of real at- 
tack, when the relation of it only ftirs them 
int0 fuch tj-g^ior^.apd: palpitation^:: I feac>, 
therefore, that their extreme fufceptibility 
proves too muchj thofe muft ride their pal- 
freys with a very loofe rein, who are fo foon; 
thrown out of their feat u^n every little ftart: 
or ftumble that they make.^ 

What. I have written, I have written in the 
B 4. hope 



i HE N R Y. 
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hope of recommending virtue by the fiftion i 
of a virtuous charafter, \vhich, to render ami- 
able, I made natural, and to render natural, I , 
made fubjed: to temptations, though refolute 
in withftanding them : in or^ inftance only 
my hero owes his yiftory to chance, and not 
to his own fortitude : if virtue therefore can- 
not read her own encomium, without catching 
fire at the allurements of her antagonift, Ihe 
is not that pure and perfect virtue I was ftu- 
dious to pay court to,, but fome hypocrite, who 
has bafely tricked herfelf out in the uniform 
of the corps, for the opportunity of deferting 
over to the enemy with her arms and accou* 
trcmcnts. 



Chapter II. 

A Peep behind the Curtain at Crowhery Cafile, . 

lir/If ILST the gentle bofom of Ifabella 
^ ^ was rent with- a thouland perplexing in- 
quietudes, the proud exulting heart of Fanny 
Claypole was anticipating the fancied joys of 
rank and fplendour, and already pradtlfing the 

ftatcly 
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ftately airs of a Vifcountefs eleA! Her uncle 
now began to pafs his time not quite fo much 
to his fatisfadion as he had done : though his 
niece ftill continued to treat him with, external 
civility, yet there was a gracious manner ia 
it, that conveyed the idea of condefcenfion and 
proteftion, rather than of cordiality or rclpeft. 
The reftraint which fhe and her noble para- 
mour fubmittedto in his company, though as 
litde as decency could difpenfe with, was ftill ^ • 
fomething .more than they could willingly 
Ipare on certain occafions, and he then bcgan^ 
to difcover, that all his accommodating com- 
placency did not quite apfwer their purpofesy 
and that his abfence. began to be wilhed for by 
both parties. This indeed was more than in- 
fmuated to him by dumb fliew ; for my Lord^ 
took frequent occafions of enquiring, whether 
Sir Roger ManftocK would not be oncafy at 
his parilh being left without a refident mi- 
nifter, and once or twice aflced him, in a natii-' 
ral manner, if he was doing any thing at the^ 
parfonage, and wHether it would require any 
repairs before it was made fit for his recep-> 
tion, intimating, with tnuch fecming kindnefsp 
that if there was any thing wanting for his 
comfort^ he would fend his own workmetvov^^^ 
B 5 ^:^\ 
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and fit it to his wiSics^ ddding, that it WOuld 
ever give Um the moft fupir^rfle delight t6 
fliemr any mark of his PclifcA to the uhclte rf 
his amiable friend Mi6^ Claypole. Thefef 
hints that fagacious gentleman wa& not floW 
lb comprehends but it did nor juft now fuit 
him tx> put them into praSice. 

When lawyer Ferret returned fitnti Man*- 
ftookj and the cDpy of Lady Crowbery's #itl„ 
iirhkh he had there taken, had been pferufed by 
his Lordihip, diat ncrfble perfonage, in a rtian^ 
fterfuitable to his high dignhy, c!i^rdled a^ 
moft foTereign contempt for the good things^ 
of this world, which it^ had conveyed in luch. 
ample proportion to. the fair IfabeUa, arid 9it^ 
4>aringly tofaimfelf; in fa&, it is reaf6hat:)fle' 
to fuppofe^ tfiat aa hia Lot dl!Kt{/s expeftations*'^ 
were extremely, niodcratt^ hi^ difap|))drintment* 
tould not hr very great; fo that^hie boj-e thi^ 
«re« wirik>iit any great a^tdib of bi^ vir^- 
tues i one thmg, however, he^remarlded with ar 
eonfideraUe degree of fa»&£^ion> aAd this' 
Was, this teestpeded omilfion of aay legacy io^ 
QW hero Henry: this ciictihTftaftee he com-- 
inunicated, widiout lofs of ti!fie„ ao Mt. X^lay^ 
pc^ and Miis Fanny, commentitig updn it^ iti: 
a Ailfi . that iiiffiiciem]^ difclo&d to thfem thi^ 

gratificatioa 
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gratification he lccrcyjr| derived to himfelf in^ 
tajkihg of it.—** You fee," cried his Lordfhip^ 
in h^s uiual ftile of pleafantrj:, " i;^hat fort of 
ftufir her lady(hip*s liking to that young fellow 
was made of ! lio longer^pipe, no longer pay^ 
was her nnaxim^ .He.rhuft liow fijlk into his, 
primitive obfcurity; all his golden hopes arc 
blatted, apd, I dar? t^i^zgt^ \ii is at tius mo- 
Thenc venting execrations ag^il her deceit 
and his own credulity. ]$ut Jbc is rightly 
ferv'd ; may fuch eye^ be the faite of all up- 
ftart favourites of married ladies!" — Here 
Claypole chimed in, with ah inference or two 
in the way of retort upon Henry for his refu- 
M of Blachford's bequefl, obfcrying, that the 
mail, whoy from an affectation of difinterefted*- 
Refs>. vyithftood the &vours of fortune, wlxen 
they were tendered to him, generally lived, 
long enough to find himfelf the dupe oi bis 
own vanity, and to bewail his fojly in the bit- 
ternefs (rffelf-reproach and vexation. " I fee 
but one chance that remains for this filly fel- 
low," added he, " which is, to betake himfelf 
with all huipility to Blachfbrd's leavings, and 
pay his court, without lofs of time, to Mrs. 
Sufan May of meretricious memory, by whofc 
&vour he inay ftill fubfift upon the bread of 
B 6 infamft 
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infamy, and fing pfalms with Ezekiel Daw to 
fomc godly tunc, whilft the old dame fcums^ 
the pot. So ends the hiftory of Henry the 
Foundling, whole adventures, with the help of 
a little modern garnifh, may furnifli matter to 
fome paltry novelift for a fcurvy tale, to fill a 
gap in the fhclves of a circulating library > and, 
if the writer has the wit to make the mofl: of 
it, he may find out a moral in the cataftrophe 
of his hero, and entitle it. The Rife and Fall of 
Vanity ; for fuch in faft it is." 

Mifs Fanny threw a^ different light upon the 
fubjedlj flic confeflcd he well defer ved the dif- 
appointment he had met with ; but ftie did not 
think that was excufe fufficient for the perfon 
who difappointed him, " I own," faid that 
candid young lady, " I have always ^ccuftom*d 
myfelf to/confider a promife as a facred thing: 
where I give hopes I think myfelf in con- 
fciericc bound to make them goodj and ori 
the other hand, where they are given to me, 1 
flioiild hold the perfon bafe in the extreme, 
^bandon'd to all fenfe of honour, and a wretch, 
whom, without a crime, we might treat as an 
oudaw and aflkflin, who violated the faith he 
had pledg'd, and the word of promife he had 
given. Now I do not mean to impute this 

bafcncfs 
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bafencfs to any porfon in particular, much lefs 
to the refpeftable objeft of our prefent con- 
ycrfationj I onljr beg leave to obferve, that in 
all connexions between man and woman, 
where favours have been interchanged, and 
promifes grafted upon thofe pledges ofafFecr 
tion, they are binding in the linofl: facred fenfc, 
and he orlhe, who breaks from them, abandoned 
in the extremeft degree." 

" Certainly," interpofed my Lord, '* withr 
out all doubt you fpeak what every perfon of 
honour muft admit to be true, and what !» 
permit me to fay, feel, and, I hope, pradlife, ia 
its ftrifteft fenfe. . Put the cafe, by v^ay of elu- 
cidation only, that I profcfs myfelf the ad- 
mirer of ^ lady of reputation > I am fmitten 
with her charms -, in Ihor% I am in love with . 
her. Very well. Believing me to be a maa 
of honour, (he allows me to make fuit to her; 
I gain her confidence, we'll fuppofe, and Ihe 
begins to favour my fuit ; ftie fmiles on tny 
humble addrefles*" — ^Here a foft glance fronri 
the bright eyes of Mifs Fanny brought his 
Lordfhip's eloquence tq a paufe. He gently 
took her hand, and in a whifper tenderly mur- 
mured — " Lovely creature, if you look upon 
mc with thofc eyes, I Ihall forget every word 
2 \^'^ 
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i ivd^'Ufitigf every Ichfc will tc lotf in' ccffacf 
iptf rapture/'— «' Go on; go on,*' faic^Fanny^ 
Jtmiling, ** I dm miicli iriterefted m what you 
ife iayirtg^ alid (hbU*d be forry to ihter- 
miptyoU in tlie moft important part of it."— 
** Put me in dienV faid the peer, '^^ for I pro^ 
tcSft td ybii t am loft."—" Why, you had juft 
gain'd the lady's affe£tibh.%"^ replied Fanny; 
** nay, I believe p'my corifcience yoii was 
^ing oil tBo prolperoiifly for her rcjiofe, un- 
fefk'ytiii w^ upon the ftrifteft' honour/'— 
•* Inhere yoti are rather before-hand with me,*'^ 
tfefomed mjr Lord, " tho'> I cohfcfs t was 
cfornlrig'tb the point: be it fo then! Let us for 
i^ moment fa|)pbfe that this lady, in pity to 
my'fufFerlngS, or> if you will,„ in kind com?- 
plia;nce v^itH rtly importunate and empaflion'd 
iSiicitatidns, geiierouriy coiicedes thofe favdurs> 
^hith aj^fe the greatcft wbitiah can beftow or 
matt refceivey can it for a nioment be doubted ^ 
thit I am bound by all the ties of honour, 
gratitude and jiliftice> to iademni^ the Repu- 
tation of liiy bencfaftrefs? Heavens I I were 
the vll^ft wretch tiiit ^ ever breath'd, cbu'd I 
do Icfs thJih tender her my hdart, nfiy hand, 
Tt\y Tiircii, rairik, fdituhcf, evtry thipg thatl 
poffefil bn eartb, as fooii. as^ ever b|)pbrtunity 



ind ck^mflkiwSftaf w6t3*a penifit. There ilre 
rtij^ ()riiflSplesy my d6af Mifs Claypole/ ahti 
they aft focR asy I ttdb,yoUi' Woitlij? uhc3e> if* 
hit has HflfeiiM t^ olfr'^ difcourie^ wiU^ve mc 
<rtdit for, aud^^rovt.-'^' 

« G€itMifly> my Loi-d/*^ Aplied' that re- 
v^hd pei^fott^i ^ there cahnot be tvro opi- 
nlttife oh the fiit^ea-; Wcr^ the caile to happen, 
as yoil-put it,, every mim of hbrtour*s ctindtidt 
mtift btf Ibcli a^ yoii^ftate itj- biit T muft takc^ 
the liberty' tb obfervfc,. that lio wbhiift of K6- 
ribuiv who was* ^Hej woii'd^ put hihi tc(' the 
triaL** 

'* Ah ! my ^^)bd Sir,^ faB my Ldtd, ^^ you 
fpe^k cxaftly within the lihe of your profef* 
Hon, and fo fir yOufpe»k right.- 'Tis^^ as na- 
tural for yovty wftlifari^ a^pfaffdni to pffeach liji 
faiidim^l a* it is 'fb^ aij^^apotfi«ary'to re^cohi- 
niend phjrfic, tho^ natiirci in both cal&s, naii-' 
fcatcs die d^e, and the fineft gratlficatioii of 
the fenfcs is facrilfc^d by the prefcriptfon. 
That rigjklfhcJirsdity; that i»^ of aii' 

its bcft enjoyments^ Wotfd^ alftr dtveft our 
hfearts' of alF Afeir moft^ ciatitl^ ferifaiions. 
Whatwotfd beicome of thofc gjbwing effu;- 
fidhs'of'lore-' and gratitude, ifthtfrewas no 
tfiiftj no confidencejh no mutual intccchaxv^ c£ 
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honour and good faith ? The lawyer, wha 
fiirnifhes my pccafions with a loan, and, binds 
me down by the fetters of ^a mprtgage, is a; 
trader in money, who confers no favour oa 
me by the accommodation I derive from it-y 
whereas the friend, who confidentially fupplies 
my wants, and refts upon my promile for in- 
demnification, leaves me under an obligation, 
that convinces me I was in his efteem, and 
fixes him in mine. Favours in love are like 
favours in friendfliipi the fame rule applies 
to both ; ,to trufl: is the teft of frieiidlhip, to be, 
trufted is the triumph of love," 

^[ I believe, niy Lord," faid Miis Glaypole, 
^\ we are talking upon a fubjeft, that my 
uncle has not made his ftudy, therefore we 
rnay as well drop it for the prefent." 

This being faid, a: fullen filence cnfued; the 
advocates for the tender paflipn no longer 
deigned to maintain an argument with fo un- 
equal an opponent, but contented thcmfelves 
with giving him to undcrftan(^, by certain plain- 
Ipeaking looks, that if he had any private: 
ftudies to purfue^; which might occypy an 
hour or two of his jtime, they had refourccs 
within thcmfelves for filling up the interval. 

The* 
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The, intelligent obferver read their meaning 
in their looks, and placidly withdrew. 

Doubtful as I am, whether fome of my 
readers might not think that there was one dia- 
logue too many in my hiftory, were I to record 
what now enfucd between Mifs Fanny and the 
Vifcount, I fhall omit the recital, and con- 
clude this chapter. 



CHAp¥k> III. - 
jin Epicurjion from Crowbery CaJiU* 

THE next morning both Phcebus and 
Sir Roger Manftock had harneffed their 
ftceds, and advanced upon their joi*rney bc^ 
fore the beauteous ^Mifs Fanny broke the fpft 
bands of fleep afunder, and arofe to renew her 
charms at the toilette. Her protrafted {lumbers 
had fo far exceeded the accuftomed hour of 
breakfaft, that (he gave orders to lier attendant 
to ferve her in her own apartment: polite 
enquiries were fent ^ more than once by 
his Lordfhip, to which excufes were returned 
of a flight indifpofition J in the mean time the 
following reflexions arofe in that gentle fair 
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one*s mind, upon a review of paft occur- 
rences. . , - 

*' Well, to be fure, there is fomething very 
eaptiviating in a title, elfe this fame Lord Crow- 
bery wou'd be infup|X)rtable ^ I perceive I 
Ihall be moft heartily fick of him befote the 
honey-moon is half out 5 I fhall nevetv have 
the patience of his former ladyj let him be- 
ware how he treats me in the manner he be- 
hav'd to her j I'll foon Ihew him - that my 
fpirit is at leaft as gooA?^?, his own ;. he (han't 
ihut me up in this difmal caftle, and naufcatc 
me with his furfeiting fondiiefs : fure, of all 
vifitations under heaven, that of a ftalc doat*- 
ing hufband wbu'd be the moft intolcrablet 
t)h ! Hietii^! JHe'nry ! why wou*d yoii rejeft. 
ixie ? StM, ftlU yoiir iknage hkuntS mfc^ niy 
^Vii heart ftill doats upoh. you, ind wou'd 
Tpurh this odious creator^ and his tides with, 
airdkirii cou'd I but galH yoiir love. But 
hbid ! perhaps your difapjf^ointment m^y havd 
hlihrtbled yoii i all ho^es how bl^fted,. and Ifa- 
bcUi thtowa by fbrtiine beyond the reach 
feven of your meditatiom, who Q!^n tell but/' 
you ai::e how regretting your own obftinacyi^ 
ahd wiftilng to recal that fatal Hour, wheit 

,ca?rdwith lovei ^nd ffr'd with fdlentment— ^ 

QhM 
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Oh! horrible! I cannot name the reft.'* — 
Here fhe threw herfelf back in her chair, and, 
burfting into tears, fortunately foOhd vent ftw 
a guft of paflSon, that v^ould elfe have thtovvh 
her into vibleht h^fterks. Again (he refamed 
her folibqujr — " What did my provoking 
uncle meart by faying you muft marry Sufaft 
May? iNfo i that ftiy Henry will never do, Hfe 
ij)irit never Will (loop to that ; it never ihall, if 
I have influence id prevent it. Til faicrifice 
^firibftidft, ft>rtuhe, everjr thing to bVe. i 
have b€f6ord n^yfelf ehoii^i tbonducb', i^iA 
this dietcited lord; I fickeh at his name; Tfl 
t^ hito off for even— Stop ! where is my 
fetty carrying me? Tfcerc Mt fdmc ch^riAg 
fe tidei rahk artd r^iidowi they gritifjr 
toibi«on> ^a (fo ftot cAiMde loVe, I hkvfe 
gloihe mtifch »o fl* H6W » itdedej I Wert k 
{66\ indeed to pay the pth^Kale, AHd hdt rci]^ 
Ac profit : t haVc him ftir6, and TU not Idt 
hinn Ibbfe. Vifcounteft Growbtei-y Will piqiie 
the pride of plain Mifi Mahftcklk. Oh ! ^wiH 
be bittemefs ahd giill t6 tliit old B^tdnet tb 
fee his nfece^s cbl^ohet lipbn my heiadj de^ 
lidolis ttiunciph ! gldriotis i-evcnge!** 

Thus whilft her mind was fluftuatbg be* 
twixt contending pjtffions^ vcif Lord anabiiticetl 
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himfelf with a gende tap at the door, and 
humbly alked admittance. It was granted, 
and as he approached her, he faid— " I ven- 
ture to affume the privileges of a hufband, 
and come to a(k, if you have any orders for 
the carriages or fervants this morning, as I 
think the day is fine, and promifes you a 
pleafant airing. Henceforward, Madam, you 
command in this houle, and the humbleft of 
ydur fervants is now in your prefence." This 
was an addrefs, that nnerited what it received, 
a gracious fmile^^ and threw a turning weight 
into the fcale of the addreffer and his peerage, 
that made poverty and Henry kick the beam/ 
This fair beginning was ftill further advanced 
by a very feafonable auxiliary, in the fliape of 
a handfome brilliant, fet in a ring, which his 
JlA>rdihip with great gallantry put upon her 
wedding finger. The heart of Fanny Clay- 
pole was amenable to fo many pafllons,. befide^ 
that of love in its common acceptation, that 
the donor of the ring could not Fail to be de- 
lighted with the impreffion it had made; and 
as that young lady was a better adtrefs than 
Lord Crowbery was a critic, it is not much 
to be wondered at, if, upon this occafion, he 
miftook artifice for fincerity. 

After 
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After a few indifpenfible arrangements at 
the toilette, which my Lord was gracioufly 
permitted to be a fpeftator of, and which 
were not ill calculated to difplay her charms 
in the moft alluring attitudes, Fanny fignified 
her intention of taking the air in a little ca- 
briole, drawn by one horfe of gentle condi- • 
tion, having been long in the habit of obeying 
the hand of a lefs daring driver, and orde^ was 
given accordingly. Fanny had a fcheme in 
medication, of paying a vifit to Sufan May in 
the courfe of her circuit, and for that reafon 
chofe it Ihould be folitary^ flie therefore fet 
our, followed by a fervant, leaving my Lord 
at home to meditate on his felicity, or dif- 
cufs new topics of edification with his reverend 
gueft, as they ftroUed through the plantations 
and gardens. 

Mifs Claypole, after a tour about the park, 
came upon the village green, and ftopt at the 
gate of Sufan's manfion, who foon prefented 
herfelf, and very r^fpeftfuUy invited her into 
the houfe. This was gracioufly accepted by 
the Vifcountefs eleft, and after a few common 
queftions had paffed and repaffcd, they fell 
upon the fubjc'd of Lady Crowbery's death, 
and then Mifs Fanny demanded of Sufan, if 



• 1 

^^ H E N R r. 

Ihc had been infonwd of the circumftanccs of 
her will : upoa her anfwering in the negative^ 
ihe related to her die leading particulars, and 
obferved, with much aflumed conqern, that it 
was a nutter mod furpnfing to her, how it 
came to pais Henry ihould be fo totally for- 
gotten, that «ven his name was not once men* 
doned, nor any thing th^t could allude to a 
provUion for him recommended to the heireis, 
even by the mod diftant hint. 

Sulan gazed widi aftonilhment upon her, 
as if in doubt whether fhc was to yield credit 
to the account 0ie wfis, giving of an event fo. 
unexpeded. ^' If it is fo," fhe faid, " and if 
my young kdy is in poffeffion of the eftate, 
and has it at her own dilpofal, I can only pre- 
fuoie to fay (he has a noble opportunity of 
being generous to the mod deferving man 
upon earth ; and I c^n't doubt but (lie will 
avail herfelf of it." — " I think of him as you 
dp," replied Mifs Fanny;'" but our fentr- 
nients, my good friend, may not be every 
body's fentiments} they may not be Mifs 
Manftock's j and they certainly are noe^ikely 
to |be Sir Roger's. Refunding is a pitch of 
generous felf-denial, that is hardly to be found 
in any other br^ft^ than pne of fuch fuperior 

mag- 



) 
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magnanimity as your liber jjl friend's : if you 
had fi^ch a fortune drppt intQ ypur lap> I can 
readily helieve that you wpu'd be generous 
enoiigh to invite H^nry tp a <hare of it; nay, 
I can tcU you, Mrs. Sufaft, ther^ are forae 
friends of your's, not for from hcoce, whp 
c;:€dit jou for that gcnerofity, cycp upon youf 
prefent cft^blifliinent.'" 

** They may fafely credit me/' repViod 
Sufen, " fo far as to fupppfe I never can fqr-, 
get to whom I am ii^debted for every thing I 
poflefs; 1 hope, therefore, I am capable of 
the gratitude they afcribe to me, though, not 
fa pr<?fumptuous as to annex to it the condi* 
tions which they fecm to allqde to. No, ■ 
Madam, be aflur'd I know him and myfelf 
too well, not to know th^t poverty can never 
fo deprcls him as to level him with me; 
the woman Mr. Henry marries muft not only 
be pure from ^ guilt of h^r own cbntrafting, 
but even from involuntary ftains, which you 
wclllcnqw I am not. I believe. Madam, even 
kvity of behaviour, and a forward carriage in 
the perfon he might elferhaye admir'd, wou'd 
change, his liking into difguft, tho' fhe had 
every other charm that cou'd ^ttraft him/* 
Here it is fuppqied cH^t Mifs Fs^ony would 
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have bluflicd, if art had not been beforei 
hand with nature, and dipt her pencil in thd 
counterfeited tint of modefty and fliame. But! 
though nature was barred from one avenue, 
fhe found vent at another j and whilft confcious 
recolledtion fmote her heart, her tongue be- 
trayed how juftly fhe applied the obfervation 
to herfelf. " I can readily underftand," fhe 
faid, " where your remark points, and what 
perfon I am to thank as the founder of it; for 
fervants are very apt to retail the fcandal that 
their miftrefTes propagate. I know tliere have 
been very impertinent flories circulated about 
me i but I wou'd have you, and every one elfc 
concerned with you, to be afTur'd, that my re- 
putation is not to be flander'd with impunity: 
I have friends, Mrs. Sufan, that will make 
thofe tremble who attempt it; and, I believe, 
you will foon be convinced, that if it is your 
wifh to live here, and enjoy your newly ac-* 
quir'd fortune in peace and quiet, you will be 
extremely cautious how you fufFer any ex- 
preflions to efcape^you, that can be conftrued 
to impute the fmalleft indifcretion to my con- 
dud.'* 

With thefe words, the lady eleft made her 
exit with all due dignity, and without vouch- 

fafing 
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fefing a word more, of cvea k look to Sufan^ 
who attended her to the ftcp.of,hcr cabriokj 
where (he replaced herfelf in her feat, and 
purltied her way towards the caftle. 

At that inftant Ezekiel Daw .catpe.^fortli 
from his cottage, and turning into the hoyfe 
with Sufan began a converfation, whic|i w^ 
fliall referve for the enfuing chapter. 



Chapter IV. 



^h^re are more Ways than one of inier^'eting a 
doubtful Text. ' ' 

^ Q O, daughter Sufan ! I perceive you have 

^ had a vifit from that young madarh of 

^e caftle. You did right to receive her with 

refpeft, for that is due to *ou|: fuperrors in 

condition; but if (he came with thi-purpofe 

of enticing you into converlkiin^ ibout our 

abfentiiriend Henry, it is to be^hop'd yoii had 

diftretion to keep a watch upon the door of 

your lips, and not to fattsfy an importunate 

curiofity. I have here a letter fix>m our ' friend 

Vol, IV. C V^^t^. 
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Henry, whijch announces the death of our re* 
^V<Se4 Lady Crowbery. It is dated from 
I^^iilmoutli, w^iich I undpriftand to be the port 
from whence (he was to have embark'q for 
Lifbon. It' pleafed the Supreme Difpofcr of 
all events to call her to himfelf from this 
world of forrow by a fwift meflengef • Be it 
fo! WjC mtift all obey the fummons, fomc 
fooner, fofne later: it is in vain to lament. 
She was a pious and a charitable lady, and the 
poor have loft a friend, which, I fear, will npt 
be replaced to them by that young madam at 
teaft, who, as common fame reports, is deftin'd 
to be her fucccfflbr at the caftle. As the Lady 
Crowbery died in poflefllon of a very ample pa- 
trimony In her own right, we may now expeft 
to hear that our beloved Henry is rewarded 
for his ^ifij^tercftediiiefs, and made independent 
for his life : of this I am fure, that the deccafcd 
lady was much too juft to difappqint the hop» 
(he had infpir'd him with,, and far too difccrning 
to overlook ^his merits, and therefore, child, 
take ii6)U|ce,, Ijjpredi<Sb,a very ample provifion 
for our abfgjiJtffrici^.Vi j 

, " That is ^^xfify natural predidion for you 
to make," ciied Sufan ; " I wilh I cou'd fay 
jt was. .a tru9 onej but al2s> alas, my good 

_ ;' * Mr. 
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MV. jDaw, our poor friend Jijas got nothing ; 
JVlifs Claypolc juft now informs me^ that he is 
not fa rrmjch as rtam'd in La4y Crpwbery's 
will." — "It is a lie," cri^d Ezckid> : ftarting 
from his featj " it is a felfe afperfion ; Mifs 
Claypolc is a flut and a huffey for her pains j a 
dcfemer'of the dead, and that's a foul and 
heinous mifdemeanor* r I pronounce it im- 
poffible for the Lady Crowbery to be a de- 
ceiver, a dealer in falfe promifes^ and a hypo- 
crite at the hour of death, and therefore I 
r^eft your information, and abide by my pre- 
i^<Slion. What, child, will you tell mc'that I 
doQ^ kno}? what is in. human nature, that I 
ihoii'd be madfe the bubble and the dupe 
of fuch a prating minx as that Mifs Clay- 
pole, who never yet utter'd,one truth of 
Henry fmce flic knew hlmj Don't we, know 
copugh of hef dar|c dealings, not to take her 
word in any cafe where he is oonc^n'd ? Did 
not I tell you that fhc came for no good pur-^ 
pofe? and now you fee j did not fpeat lightly 
and without .good reafja^ *k|a.rn from this| 
child, I|^xl\ort you, not to trfjft)toD confidenr^ 
ly. to yp^r/o^wn raih^ opinioqs, but liften , to 
thofe. wh© ; hav^ more^kn:)wJedge and expe* 
fiepce^ ;han y^iurictf,^ ^ 
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' Whilft Ezekicl was tJttcriag ihtCs words^ 
nn elevated voice arid iiprfght attitudcf, a kttcr 
was delivered tt> Siifen, which one of Sir 
Roger's fcfvants had feroiiglit^mr from Man- 
ftock. It was from the fak hand of Ifabella, 
and written on that very morning early before 
(he fet out upon her journey. Sufari caft hef 
cycf over it, and then read aloud t6 Ezekidi 
as foilows:— 



: / « Dear Sufan, ^ 

' ^« I cannot leave tJie cotintry without gfv- 
** ing you a few lines an the fubjeft of a me^ 
^' lancholy -events of which, as far as yotrf 
''-friend and bcnefa<5tor is intereft^, I am per- 
** fnaded you will be anxious to be inform^ /'-^ 
^' Right !"" cried Erekiel, " now you will* find . 
my predidtion verified."— ^^ The fed ne^s tof 
^' my poor coufin's d^ath wilt probably have ? 
" reached you before this comes to hand, aridi 
•* if fo, you will be told at the fame time, thsX 
" he is in no reff>eft bienefitedby Lady-Crowi 
•« bery in her will."^^* There, therH'' repeat^ 
the^ exulting prophet, •* you perceive thc4ii4 
hood had got wind." Sufiin made no aiilW 
but refuf»ed her rea^ng.— *♦ It is true,*'— «*f 
is falfe/* cried Ezckicl, ^^ I woi»*t believe if 
3 Su^ 



Sdatr ttjptnltd — **" It! is true i that^ his taxnt is 
•• noc^ to be found in . the will; . hut left yo^ 
"•! ihou'd be tempted i^. your 2eal for bis m^ 
^ ceipefl: fiot ms^e f£4fe ^^t^vGonSy that wou'^ 
«« hfi iiawi^Vs tfi ^ iwhaory of the exccUeht 
«* lady,i I recomnMjivi to you to wait the cvent> 
«* in the fiiil perfuafion, that neither fhe will be 
^ found reg«?dli9ls of her promifes, hor your 
** moft" amiable firiend unworthy of her af-** 
rfeaion/*' : 

^ No fooner had Siufen read thejfe concluding* 
wordsj^ than Ezekfcl^: in an ecftacy.of joy, 
ftruck the ftaff in his hand with vehemence on* 
the floor, jcryingodt— " I told thee fo,, I told' 
^tcfyii flow ^jlt tboubel^vc me, fiBy child^* 
Aai a^ df^Yfn Bi^y with every breath and* 
t^poi^r of jjfe doftrine>: Dpftn'theair? dcftu'c 
vnderijbuid that aU i3 well and as we wifh ky' 
,and that your prattling comp^nion> and her* 
polirif unf:le,< 'Will be confuted : in their feJfe 
%ings^? Did not I txtly.r pronounce of tbl^i 
l^ady CriQfvbery tbarihe wcm'd not be founcfc, 
ce^ar^leis of her promHes j and doQ: not t^ou<: 
mark thofe very words repeated> as it wei:e>.>' 
feom my prophetic lips in the/ young llidy's/ 
ktt^r? Andnow^ child, why am I right in nty^ 
iij^pjaat,.and tbefc wrong in their's ? Til: tell ( 
C. 1 ^^^ 
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fhec why, If is becabfc I draw'my iflf^rc^nc^ 
from a clear ani! ^erfcft infight irito humaft' 
nariire, whilft they form their's 'upbil crude 
iionjefturc, aipon vatrt imagrrtarions/^-wkH' 
'vvJiich they deed vc tbemJMves.' And nb\v V 
will read thee Henry's own fetter-, Hftfeni^' 
^- ■ .-—.:• h... - >:. ^> 

:.'* Dearh hath deprived -the World of a moff' 
•^-^Kccller^t' being, and roc ^ a friend, whole* 
" lofs I miift ever deplore: Lady Gro^bery is" 
'•^ dead. Wherever it flvail pleafc Ijbrd Cfow- 
'' feery to. depofit her remains, I-^Ull t^^<f 
«. mcafures fo as to be prefcnt at her interment,^ 
*..iht>*. it may be prudeht to difguife mf jpei*-^- 
"fun. When that laft duty is ptftbfcn-dy 'P 
"*.prop<3fe making you a vifit at thd cbtta^el^ 
•^- 1 have much to fay t6 you, and iomethiii^ 
*' for the private ear of your fair -neigiiboiir,''' 
"tmy valued friend Sufan." - 

• What were the precife fenfations thiat thefe' 
laft words ftirred in the gentle bol<im of tH?' 
attentive hearer, we do not pretend -tb divine,!^ 
but/fomething there was either in the flund^ 
or in the fcnfe of them that fuffufed her face ■ 
with blulhes, which DoSor Daw, notwith- 
ftandiflg his prodigious (kill ^nd pene^ratioH, 
jiift4:heii happened to overlook, fo ttot>th€re ', 

.... was 
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iKras time for them to fade away into a deadly 
pale, which fuccecded without attra(5|ting the 
notice of the aforcfaid fagacious critic in' th<i 
human charadler. How he wasv employed 
whilft thele changes were in tfanfition, we are* 
not mthutely informed; but furely not in the 
conteniplatioA of one of the molt expreffive^ 
countenances' in nature, elfe the fccnery there 
diiplayed coukf hardly have efcaped himi 
though' the fetret fpring that gave rrtovernent 
ko it, might htive puz^tzlcci him to find out. 

Now k 'had (b happened in the'reiding of 
MifsManRo'ck's letter, as it has happened iri 
the cafes of rnany other readings, that her two 
fcommentfetars, Ezckiel Daw aiid Sufan May; 
had two diflferent methods of inrerprcti/ig the 
ftrhe text; the preacher making it conform to 
hi^ own prediftibnr, and Sufan conftruing it 
iccdrding to her'jown firft hupreflioti of the 
hSi : whilft the one thereTore believed Henry 
very richly provided for, the other perfuaded 
herfelf he was not worth a doit. Now the 
reader perhaps may recolledt that Mifs Fanny^ 
who communicated the intelligence of his be- 
ing left out of Lady Crowbery's will, tl»pw 
oiit a hint at a report, v»hich faddled him 
upon Sufan for a moiety of her means; and 

' . > C 4 xkv^N^^ 
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though Suf^n inftandy ^turned an an/wc^^ 
which, . we hope, ,was prc^r for the occafion^ 
.and well becoming her to make, yet it is nofc 
linijatural to fbppoie that it might raife fbm^ 
ideas m her mind, which fhc did ijot hpid her* 
jfelf bound to commynicate, cither to Mift 
Fanny, or eyen to Doftqr paw ^in^fel^ 
Combining, therefore, thefe ,.id^4s ^with th^ 
concluding paragraph in. Hetjny's , letter, t^a; 
he had Jometbing for her privaU ^ary wc ^ijnajf 
find a clue to the fenfations jjiji^t oqqa/ipii^ 
Sufan's change of countenan^:^ {atthjs^e^ng 
of that paragraph. As to the coijf^a^epq*? 
which ^this abftraftion of thoygltf op her .par | 
had with re(pc£t to Ezekiel, they Wjere only 
thpfe of afibrding him free /*cop^ f;>r Calking 
upon any fubjeft he thought fk, wbiUt fii^ 
meditated upon another, a privilege he frc-» 
quentiy enjoyed in the company pf his friend* 
without finding it out, :• 
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Chaptjbr V# 
Out Hijtory Jhifts the, Scene. 

WE now mm oor attention to the lorelf 
Ifabella, who, on the fecond day frot» 
lier leaving Manftocik, arrived with her fathdr 
at the ancient feat of the Adamants, called 
Hagley Ball. It was a ftaccly though krc- 
giilar pile of building, in the Gothic ftile but 
in perfefl: repair, with a handforrie park about 
k and a fine command of water. Lady Crow- 
feery had always kept up a fufficient eftiablffli- 
ment of fervants, by wliofe care every thing 
was m good order "to receive their expefted 
vifitants^, though the melancholy occafion that 
brought them there, kept the neighbours and 
tenants, whom curfofity or refpeft would elftr 
have aflembled, from intruding on their pri-^ 
vacy. One cM gentleman, the re6tor of the 
parifb and well known- tt> Sir Roger^ prefent* 
ed himfelf on their arrival^ of which he had 
leen apprifed'by letter from the Baronet. He 
kad been long the adminiftrator of all affairs at 
Hagley H^Il, and Ae appearance of the place 
C J '^'^^ 
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bore tcftimony to his care. This worthjrper* 
fon (by name and title Dodkor Sandford) was 
greatly afFefted at the meeting with Sir Roger 
and the heirefs, whofe tears kept^ pace with 
his on the occafion : he informed them that a 
meflfcnger had arrived to apprifc him that the 
l?ody might be expeded the next day ; wherc^ 
i^)O0 the day following was fetplcd between 
him and Sir Roger for the ceremony of inter- 

.^Ic was about the hovw of dinner when Sir 
Roger arrived at Hagley Hall, and Doftor 
Sandford had provided for their entertainment. 
His company was a feafonable relief to the 
iiy^thy Baroneii, whoj to his great concern, 
fey his beloved Ifabella much deprefled in 
i^irits; and though he did bis beft to comfort 
hqr, yet whilft the painfol fecret^of her lover's 
birth hung on her mind, it cannot be wondered 
at if all his kind endeavours failed of their 

Ajfcer dimier,, however,, (he kept her feat as 
the table with her fiither and Do6tor Sandford, 
with whofe conipaayv(bc was.gready pleafed^i 
and in truth he wa& an amiable and exceiknt 
man. In the courfe of their converfation, thc){ 
fell upon the fubjed of Mrr Ratcliffc's ckadi^ 

whofe 
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whofc^arilh adjoined to Haglcy^ and whofef 
preferment wais yet undifpofed of. His par- 
fontagc houfe was ftill unoccupied, but the 
duty of the church was executed for the time 
by Do6bor Sandford's Ton, a: young man edu- 
cated at the univerficy ®f Cambridge,, and 
lately -admitted into prieft's orders* In peak- 
ing of die melancholy event of poor Ratcliffe's 
fodden deaths the good Doftor estpatiated on- 
the virtuous and amiable qualities of his late 
Hcighbour and friend witii great fenfibility,- 
bewailing the irreparable lofe which his pa-^ 
rifhioncFS hadfuffered, but avoiding with grcaff 
delicacy the moft diftant hint of any expedfai-- 
fion for his fon. I'he Ilrongeft folicitarion- 
would probably have bcea le& efficacious than 
this very delicacy,, which did by no meaaS- 
efcape die obfervation of his hearers^ liabclte 
expreflld a dcfire of vdfijing the dcfcrted* 
manfionof Mr. RatclifFe bcfcre (he left the 
country; the contemplation of it,, as the re-^ 
fidencc of fo good a man, wiould imprefs her 
ndnd widi' melancholy awe and venerationf^ 
Sir Roger combined other imprcffions in hi» 
iaterpretation of this defire j bqt Doftor Sand- 
fbidjwho did.not diw quite: ib deep into he» 
C 6v motives,. 
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i[nodve$> proceeded to fay^ that mu^ as he 
lamented the lofs of his friend Ratdtffe, there 
was yet aaother reaibn widi him, that made it a 
moft gloomy fpe£bacle in hi« fi^i ^^ I aU 
lude/' raid he, '^ to the fudden and ttaaccoumt'* 
1^ ^fappdarance of a youth called Henry, 
vho^.^ncfer very myfterbus circumftanccs, was 
leitr'd and educated from infancy to naanhood 
l^y diat excellent man/' A look of marked at-f 
mention from Ifabelbt, caufed him to af^y his dif* 
(f owrfeiPfiore immediately to her, and he proceed- 
ed to fay—" Ah! Madam, to me, who knew 
^b young man, and regarded him as a crea^ 
u^re littk fhort of pcrfedion in mind, perlbn 
ifKl manners, the lois of him without any 
hidings of his &te, is one of the heavieft re*^ 
Jeftions which my heart can mufe upon. He 
w^as devoted to lus patron and precq)i3ori suad 
at his death feemed to have vamlb'd like a 
ghoft : whither he went, and what vcib^ have 
be&Ucn hin;, Heaven only knows; byt if hu- 
imn virtue merits a peculiar JProvidence, 
furdy that youth, fo loft to us, wsU bt i3m 
objeft of Heaven's care/' 

** Your {M-cdidVMi is verified," cric4 Sir 
R«geri and iamediatefy turning to J&heUa, 
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wfao was pale as aftt^, tendered a ^ift of 
water, which perhaps was £:idom '^ever onforfr 
cridcally applied. 

Dr. Sandford> furpriied at this alartit;^ 
gazed vipon Ifabetta and her fiidierj like i^ 
man who perceives he has done mifchidF, and 
neither knows what nor how. — *^ I hope/' h* 
faic^ •* I have given no offence, k is pureljr 
uoinieodonal, if I have/*"—'* Not the leaft/ 
oried Sir Roger, ^^ not the leaft offence, good 
fir, hut quite the contrary ; we thJnk of this^ 
young man as highly as you do ; we know 
bim well, and we love him Rnich."-^" I re- 
joice to hear it," cried Sandford, " from trif 
l^art, I rgoice to hear diat the young man h 
tmder j<m protefti9n: Heaven has indeed 
been boui^ful in granting him fo good » 
ftendr 

It was at this very moment that I&belk^ 
dio\]^ agitated by a variety of thoughts, con- 
ceived the refelution of fti^efting to her fa- 
ther the hodHnation of young Sandford to 
Mr. RatcKSe*^ vacancy, and to back it with 
i& her iniSuence. No fooner hacl (he rallied 
her ffMrits, than her eyes direifted fuch si 
^wing beam of gratitude and benevolence 
towaids ihoic of the good old DoAor^ that he 
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ttiiuft.htve been Wind mdeed if he h«d ncit fecnj 
in^idiill asi ^ath if he had not underftodd 
the language of that look. He was neith?P 
void of fight or fe^fe, butfiilBcIcntly qukk ia 
both,rtq percfeivelh^ be had giyenrplcalurc hf 
his praife of Hcnry> to Qrie of the iroft^bcau- 
tiful and flot the lej^ ftnfitivc ohje&sin crea- 
tbnv and he was not flow to eondude") thar 
where fo much joy was^ caufed fomc jaffcdion 
muft exift ;. he therefore ventured to- enquire 
^hcre his favourite was to be found. .To this 
Jiabella replied,, by giving a (hort narratiye: tif* 
bis ftory^ whic;h left him at Falmouth, beyond^ 
which; her- information did not enable her to 
proceed,. — " Then Til engage we fhall fee htivct 
here," faid the Doftor, " and I h6pe, if he 
comcsr he win gratify ipc fo far as ta naake 
my houfe his home, which will be matter of 
peculiar joy to my poor fon, who-has beat the 
whole country round in- iearch of hifti, tiU 
defpair hasdrivea htm from the attempt,!'— * 
" I hope then/' cried Ifabelli^j *f you wilt 
lofc HO time in giving Mr. Saodford the in- 
formation fo agreeable to him."— ^Here fhc 
was jptned by Sir Roger, who fo cordially de^: 
fired a fcrvant might be inftantly fent oflPta 

invite him, thatithe gldman, who coufcflWvM 
6 was. 
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^as harcjj \fy,z% the parforagp^ : copfentted : wjJi 
no finall plcafijre to th? £umipons;. and if thai 
fatherly pleafure needed a juftificationj the apt" 
pcarance of young S^ndfbrd^ which a few mir 
nutes prodi}cedx y,c^ effe^kuaWy horded it» 
for he was in perfi>n9 fnai;kners and addr(^s» n 
foh to be proiid pH 

liabella's warm heart immediately accorded 
to him J he was the fficnd of Henry; that 
was enough :. the blaze of beauty^ that good 
humrour threw ^pon her : eoch^uiting^^ counter 
nance as flie welcomed him with imlles^ fcx 
dazzled him ujpon h» firft introdudion to heri 
that 1^ ' admiration refembled awkwardncTs^ 
and hefcarce knew how to addrefs himfelf tq 
her; the cliarrps of her vpjcc>^and the ej> 
couraging fweemefe of her manner; foon put 
him at his eafe, without diminiftiing his rev 
fped* The company now naturally clafled 
themfclvcs according to their ages,, and w^iift 
the fadif^rs. £ell. into difcouitfc upon, matters. pf 
bufinefs^. the young people entertained each 
other .upon topics more fuitable to their 
tafte. 

Fri^ndfhip for Henry , on. pne. pact, and loy« 
on tlMSjOiher^, wpre notlpng. in j agreeing upon 
^^t that topic Ihould' be, and it foon became 



iaahi^ diaf tk<e liiftorir of Mr he^ro^s iS- 
^ntures was reciprocally tlie moft imercftin^ 
§^]e&: thef could talk tipon, Ifabella agaitt 
went ever Ac account, ei^bsgtng^ upoii k wkft 
oiany nn^ partknikrs than flie kad thoiight 
necefiiMy to rfccitc » ker fiift Inarration; but 
there was now only one hearer^ a^ to him 
crerjr circufjfiftance was hew ; to fey that he 
keard her with del^ht> is to db juftice to but 
ene of his fenfes^ whcii there was another ^at 
leaft in fiiH occupation, wfcich filfcd his heart 
with rapture, and wotrk) haVe made fbe duUeff 
f ale of firrow f leafing. — ^ What v<Hce do I 
hfixrV^ laidi he, within himfelfl ** what vHioft 
do I behold? She bre^hcs throu^ rows of 
piearls ovtr beds of rofes. TTis an enchant- 
ment^ Ihe ^^ vanilh preiently, md I IhaS 
ftart out of my trance/'^ 

When Habella had brought her hiftory to » 
dole, young Sandford remained fflent for fome 
tkne, as if unWiffir^' to take the difcourfe 
fifoni one whom he had liftened to with foch 
id^lighrr at kft, pertciving that Ihe eii^eftcd: 
a reply, he thanked her for the entertainmeni 
flie had vouchfaftd him, every circumftance 
of whteb had bee» very bighfy interefttng td* 

hisiy 
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hifOf ^hstk mind had been *fo Img Icepl k 
anxious fufpenfe about the fate of n ilieti^ 
who was defervcdly fo dear to him. ** I al- 
ways lov'd Henry,'* faid hcj^ " from a boy, 
and though there were fome years between 
us, yet his m^nly charafter, im command of 
temper, and excfelieiit uhdfeftiiriaing, gave him 
adyaiiteg.es which my greater ni^tuidty^f^ age 
and experience could not j^ompenfate for : on 
many occafions I have profited by his better 
JHd^ti^finfi^ ■ iii9t jtmfroquen^ by Jife: ffien^y 
T«prfto.G ^oA mom thjiajOnbc iao«>b^ it^ 
ifri^% indebted to Iw ^^alous; Xp&jl^^ 
ua^^ilfii^ gaUmttty : I bear thfircfore of ht^ 
b^ai^Qur in th^ fight at fe^ With «m€h*flW)« 
plt^tH^ than &rpdfei fer I l^elktvc «Qii&in|$; 
bray^^r lives on ^rth; but thi^'is. viifaUla 
tcnder0e& aod candour in fam nature^ that ttk^ 
de%r. lucn to our hearts^ as much aa his mor^ 
brilliant qualities entitle him^ ta*cnir adisan^ 
U^. If ever that daf fiiall come j&s^pti&i 
iriien the cbuds Abi obfcune his bkcji fliall 
diifperfe> I am perfiiaded it will bo: feimd that 
liei&pf ooble defeent, and ihoiiU ilie fame 
good fintune raife him to a$ueace andka ete* 
Yated fituauoni I am certam iherc^ia no %lieNt 

ia 
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id life f(>:^(iteriacd which his virtues will' not 



Chapter V.f. 

A JBort Excurjion le{ids to an impart am 

• ' ' - ' Interview. 

^.Tlthccxpefledtime ja^rivirf^thd bodjroC 
ihe dcc3e^fed Lady Cm^4>^ryy pro|)feriy 
iittendicd, and followed by inumemua e<^-» 
panyjof the tenants and peaikntb appertainirfg 
to the icftate. - There is no heed for^as C6 dc- 
^m£A i^e ibleiiiA piigeanitry of a funera)> i( 
wUfofficerto iaji^ that the mortal remains (tf 
en of!the meekeft and- ihoft^ benevotent of 
God!s creatunfo were pommicted td ^e vat^ 
rf-hcr^anceftorsywithevciy ceremonious rite 
tfeai; could. markl did rdpe<9:.of her lurviving 
fiieUds^' arid ne^^ery i tpibutc .df unfc^cd forroW 
ibit fcoold teftifjr uhciriaflfeEKom The fendce 
li»i;(^ei/orttied.by ithe r^v^rend Dr. Sand^rd; 
afiSfted :by his fon, airfi the body, was followed 
by^fSirv- Rpgcr Maoftock and.Ifabcila chifef 
r.. mourners ; 



were a(rembIed/kiYibAgrf^wh(»nt»^ 
in horfcmen»^ loofc coats, wercf confpicuous 
for the ^agieJHncfs with >^hich tliey^ f)rdled for* 
wards at the intemicht of the b6dy,-as w^U 
as 1or.th«!;ilrtereft they appeared to take ih that 
affeding eefcmony : deep affliftiori feemed ta 
poflcfs them wholly, and as tihey Held their- 
hlindkrrchiefe to .their faces all th6 while the 
fefvice.was ^]f>^rf6frtiiftg, «>nc of tlibft whbfe 
ittintiori w^ *iWh iomitdk them' (arid khty 
wisw lidt -a ofew)'€bilki get ^ light df theiH 
hctii orkartUbff ahy bttqOlt^ tdid they^wefrfi' 
After the fefvkc wa$i ov^ tfaey - fepar»t#d^ 
themfttves from the il^bwd, mbuhted theif 
hdrfes,^arid ifdde Sff With fpeeii. 
- There was on* hoWevJtt- iii ' tfeat lyiournfol* 
affemblyi, i^hofc attention hid AdCiteen fo to-^ 
taMy edgrofled^ by his fhare ill it, as 'not- to 
ttrtch a ludd^n glimpfe <rf^ thcfe ftraiigers, 
nAScte led hitii tp a pretty^ confident <5onjci5h3fe' 
as to the petlbnMof one of thenar* Ttwa^ ybung' 
Sandford who had m^^ this obfervatiohi a^d^ 
upon the ifirft opportunity which offct^d of ftisf^ 
rpeaking to I&bella apart> he bommunicatad^' 
I t«her his perfiiafion that he Slid difcoi^re*' 
his friend ateiiry oimoijgft thb^oro^ 
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g^din a'^E^wm&^re&i aod accompanied 
^7 aaodttr pcrfiNi Id tile Itt^ habit The pro* 
b^Uk)r iiTim^laiely ftnick her, tiioi^ ihe 
harlfljf had not made.aoy lObfervs^tian vf^on th« 
Ipefbators^ genera) or paiticaiian 

We forgo? to mention in its pfQpff p|tfQ> 
tji^t w€; Md a friend amoiagft ^ KoumejS^ 
Zadiar; (?awdk by name»^ who had' accom^ 
panied ti^ hearfe all the w^y kotti Ttimbvkih 
ia.an^ttcs3icfaitf^Qactir:.he^¥^^ iGidged tit 

Hsgl^y HaH, wad « fcJ>af%iQ.t)e^fiippoW 
t|i^tip«ir) ^air hecpi^^-hftd ftil^d ^ mi^ ce^* 
^n>«n^itirw ?of fcimi whicfc i^pjg^t »w hare 

p$$«^n^ « jUk^ fmml vi^^Mt€isff94^.t bwt tik 

fa(5t was, that tjiefe eo^mes IvmI ^ net^o* 
chifeed^/Mgr odbier riii^Hraiatirqiii fipom li^neft ^a- 
ch«rysi Qi^pi^idmt Ifcniyp acopnip^tv^d^ )l^ 
gentkmw i»h^ catted hinMflf; 3i^tU hii 
parted ffom him « FiilnfH:jwhai4ifcMJ^g »i^ 

woi4d/be at Crowbay wiiiWrt fti<5lj>f ^qw^ audi 
hbped t3ft ifnejet y n^ tbe^ ]i#p^ ia «e»rtafta byfi^ 
iKS6; to this Ziacli^ ai;yfid* wdet t^^^ d 
ft^ecy, tfa^ th^ !fi^ri»{jme4^ fi^ Smith Was 
Heriiabiy r^thjit .idf^ittcii , N&-« Dejiqpoer; ircim 
l*kdmiarf]pG««»'te^^ i^itd byiw* &- 
/^^ -J •* thcE 
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tti«r Vithin a ftage of Grdana <5rctti, and whb 
had been: ever fihce in the Eaft Indies, from . 
whence he was latclf rcturticd with ah afflueht 
ififrtonc. Here Zachary ftopt, arid with a la- 
gacious look eyed the young lady, whofS 
khowfedge ofthcfecrct in his keeping fup- . 
t)licd all the reft, which he in juftifce to hi^ 
truftibpprefled. • 

•• Att this Jfabfclla -had gained from *Zachafy 
within a few hours after his arrivali fo that 
When Mr. Sandfordinrparted to'hcr'his fiipi 
pofed difcoyery of Henry,, m company. ,w5di 
a' perfon unknown, her own fiJggdteo^ rtiadi-* 
ly found a' name' foH that p^fflii, wlfc^tl rei 
Ibrting to Zachafy for dny- fiirther intelligenccl 
There was cme refle6Hon IfabeUa drew from 
this accSunr; that w)is confel^ory to her mind 
in its prefenr ftatfe of anxious. folpcnfc^^Hch^ 
ry ' had found*^ k fith^h and tmder ill ^vieWs 
^«>as ^bbibly fccured* againft any' fottire^ dah* 
ger of expeHcncfng diftirefs x)f circumftartcesd 
ttils Confideration alfo he^cdher to account 
W'fiirti'ettbgfee for her coxifmV fikttcie m htr 
.win, an oniiflioti^dthetwife both incxplicabici 
irtd:ih her it3ife'6f it iii^ 
' K had btcurred to Siandford, and he Aig^ 
lifted ^ to IfftbcHi, tfiarit was likely Henry 
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i2«:Qul(l^e &v^d ii(>mewh^fc in or about the 
}^i^ jpf bis dece^fed JxuiefaAor Ilatciiffei 
a/id the pf obabiljty of this (q flruck th^t young 
Jadf, as to determine her upon putting her 
projejfted vifit to that manfion into immediate 
cxiecution. She acc^dingly, with her father's 
cpn£bnt» obtained his chatff:.for an airings and 
immediately direfted it to the point (he had 
i^,yiew ; . fof^ijiately for her purpofe flic was 
alope,,and whilfl: her heart throbbed with the 
hopes of meeting the ;4eareft objcft of its 
^^LOughtSy refie^in^ iipon the difficulties that 
darkjqnfsdjiji her vic^ws of happinefs, flie trem- 
i4ed: ^as ^€f appfo^hed < tlie fppt,. and dreaded 
what fjie^ moft (iefired, an interview with 
Henry. -At the bottom of a little hanging 
g;^rdenj» ]t> front of a» neat but humble , manfiofi^ 
hef] carrLjige ftopt ^4 ^he got out. A Jittlc 
w^ct ia a I9W fhora hfrdgc-row of hornr 
beafpi was^open, and admitted her iinto ^ 
garden} the flope was rather fteep, ^nd (be 
(Ipwjy fauntered up it gating about her on e^cb 
fi^, i and. f^jrvey ing, the fmall Jt)ut iptercftiijg 
(bene widi^i^ p^njive:|i^fi|biJi^y.r . S^^ yysLS no- 
ticed by an oJd wofx^jwh^^^pjref^nted berfelf 
a|rthe boufc d90Jfi and aflccd h^r coipn^ands : 
IfabieUa.laid fkc wi(bed u> ie^ th« rooms^ ^d4 
i.w ^ '" that 



HENRY. J^ 

#iat it Ivus not idle cwfiofity; btttf:rdjicA:ror 
the: memory .^ the Ikte inhabkwthafl.lDirotigbfc 
her tbithen-r-*^ Then pray^ maidain|!/walk 'vk> 
^nd welcome, perhaps you bebhg tp Tdic 4car 
yoqng gentleman who is now in the houfe, and' 
fiire enOMgh I am the happicft creature Hving 
to lee him fafe and once more annongft us,) 
after being loft fo long: he isliii ihelittld 
back parlour, which was my late fnaftcr's 
ftudy, all alone, and there he has becnithefe 
two long hours, forbidding me;to inttrfiipd 
Tiim, though 1 wou*d firin have come kj and 
kept him company, in hopes to hasve chea^'dr 
him a bit, for I know he muft berpeteichoiy. 
tD think of the days hepals'd in that rodm 
with my dear good dead nniafter, ^who: Ibv'd 
him as if he had bedi the forher of liim;'^ 

This intcDigence; fo agitated the teiKlci) 

ij}irits of Ifabella, that ^e paufed in ftifpehfiv 

and for a while ftood mufing what to do. At: 

length, having refolved to proceed, fhedeifireA 

to be fhewn the room where the ^tknoait 

was ; theioid woman cohdu&ed hcii dirough a- 

Uttie veftibule into a plain neat parlour, and 

there pointing tp a dbor that was o^pofite td: 

I the windows, ihe faid, ^'"Thiit isrtny ktc 

^k mafterU ftudyj there Mr. Henryiik'**, . :i 

\ \^^^^ 



liafeella. .dcfoed to be kfi, and when the 
dame bad .difaf^iearcd ifae appmacbed die 
dooi^ aiidiwith a trembling hand mrned die 
lock^ ahd prefented to the fight of Henry an 
dbjed: fb w^omc and fo uncxpcdcd, d»t 
ftantiiig widt ccfbify fcom his feat he exclaim* 
^ •* Good Heavens I do I behold Mife 
Manftock ?. May. I bdieve my eyes? Are you 
alone?'* 

" I am here ilone,'* Ihe replied, whilft 
bl^lfaesovecfpreadfaer &ce; f^ and I confefs 
my piirpofe was to find you out,. I heard .yoa 
^m prefent at a mouibfol nseepng.: you was 
cttcoyer'd, H^nry/but not by mic/* 

He approached her refpeftfuUy ; took her 
bands and tenderly preflfed his lips upon: it. 
It wai .Ytiibte>that he had been: in tears, his 
eyes: wepcfrdd with weeping. He ifixtthem 
QA hef widi aiookjfo {ulloflgvlrahdltran^ort, 
asvcaufedthe tirpid fenfibility of Ifabella to 
firidk back, and retire a few fteps, whioh in* 
flaml)^ ofaffervting . he recoUe^d himfelf, and 
in tbejniildeft accent befeechedher to believe 
He ik(iew thq dtftance he ihould keep in 'piieK 
fence, of foch puriQr, *^ But if I had the 
power/** faid: he^ ^^ by words to paint to you 
how beautiful yovL are>^how exqyilitely chaxmn 

— ing 
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ing you appear, thus breaking forth upon mc 
by liirprize, and overpowering all my faculties 
with uncxpefted joy, you would in candour 
own I had fomc ftruggles to fubdue : yet fear 
mc not; if it were poflible to lofe myfelf 
through an excefs of love, it is not here, within 
the manfion of virtue, you cou'd be a witnefs to 
my diforder." 

** I have no fears,*' (he replied, "I com- 
mit myfelf to you with perfeft confidence; and 
gladly feize the opportunity of converfing 
with you in private, anxious to aflure you that 
my heart remains unalter'd, that it fympa- 
thizes with you in your forrows, in your joys ; 
for if you have loft a mother, Henry, I am 
told you have found a father, and that I hope, 
in fome degree, will balance your affliftion. 
As to this eftate, which I confider myfelf as 
holding in truft for your ufe, 1 have only con- 
jcfture to affift me in my interpretation of my 
coufin's will, having receiv'd no private in- 
ftruftions from her before her death; therefore 
I conjure you, ^enry, if you know her wifties, 
impart them to me fully and without referve : 
1 am confident it cou*d not be her purpofe to 
pafs you over, and heap an ufelefs fortune in 
your wrong on me." 

Vol. IV. D ^^ t^\ 
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*^ Ah! lovdieft of women/' cried Henry, 
*' of what ufe is all this world can g^ve to me, 
without the hope, on which alone I live ? If I 
am bereft of that, I have more than mifery 
can want already j what matters it how a fo- 
litary being languifhes out an irkfome life ? 
Let me fink into obfcurity without a name, 
which only can difgrace the memory of my - 
unhappy mother, and give caufe of triumph 
to her cruel perfecutor, who furvives her: 
perhaps my Ifabella's father wou*d be wounded 
in his pride of family, if I were publilh'd to the 
world the heir of Lady Crowbery and the fon 
of Delapoer.*' 

" Henry,** cried Ifabella, eagerly interrupt- 
ing him, " you ftrike upon the very circum- 
ftance that caufes all my terror and diftrefs : 
my father's feelings are exaftly what you fup- 
pofe them to be; and all the oppofit-iori he ever 
gave to your pretenfions, arofe from the fuf- 
picion he entertained of your being the fori of 
his niece. He now, from the nature of my 
coufin's will, is perfuadcd to the contrary of 
that fufpicion, and is become your cordial 
friend : knowing, therefore, that he is now 
afting towards you under the impreffion of a 
miftaken conclufion, what a fituation am I in ! 

To 
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To avail myfelf of his dclufion, and carry oa 
a deceit againft him, is what my nature revolts 
from 5 to undeceive him and reveal a fecret I 
have pledged myfelf to keep", is what I cannot 
do : hard indeed is that dilemma which puts 
me under equal difficulties, whether I refort 
to filenc<5 or confeffion. Nothing can extri- 
cate me from it, unlefs you are fo fully pofleft: 
of Lady Crowbcry's mind, or have fuch writ- 
ten inftrudions in charge, as may either diredl 
me how to a6t towards my father, or leave me 
to make ufe of my own difcretion by releafing 
mc from my engagement* If you have any 
fuch therefore to report or to produce, impart 
them to me, I befeech you, for both our 
fdkes/* 



Chapter VIL 
STfo Inttrview is brought to a Conclufion. 

XT7HEN our hero heard himfelf thus 
^ earneftly called upon to produce the 
letter he was encharged with, though his de- 
licacy would have been better gratified, could 
D 2 \«: 
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he have been abfeat whilft Ifabella read it, 
yet he no longer hefitated to deliver it to her, 
telling her at the fame time that it was written 
by his mother three days only before her 
death, and that the contents had never been 
imparted to' him, nor in any refpedb fuggefted 
by him. To this fhe made anfwer, by afllir- 
ing him, fhe gave perfeft credit to his deli- 
cacy in the bufinefs, and that her only apology 
for reading it infiis prefence was her wilh to 
be inftru£ted in her coufin's pleafure touching 
an affair, on which their mutual happinefs de- 
pended. " I am fetter'd," added fhe, '^ till ' 
this letter fets me free, if indeed it fhall do 
that : without fomc clue to guide me, how 
fhall I ever extricate myfelf from this laby- 
rinth of difficulties, in which I am loft ? Oh 
Henry ! before I open this important paper, 
let mc confefs to you that I perceive all which 
is dear to me in life may be decided by it; 
and I feel a thoufand anxious fears, left fide- 
lity to a fatal promife, and duty to a refpefted 
father, fhould feal me down to filence, and fe- 
parate us perhaps for ever." 

"And wou'd that fad necefTity,** he de- 
manded, " fo terrible to me, caufe a regret 
in you ? Does^my beloved, my adored Ifabella 

wifh 
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wifli to reward her Henry's faithful love? 
Have I an intereft in her heart?"—" You 
Ihou'd know that," Ihe tenderly replied, *^ for 
you poffefs it wholly; that fond heart is 
your's." 

Language is nothing; words can give no 
pifture of thofe foft eniotions which a fincerc 
and virtuous paflion, when alarmed by dan- 
gers, can in the crifis of its fate excite within 
a feeling bofom. It is then the foul looks 
through the eyes, and by its own intelligible 
emanation intimates to the beloved objeft 
thoughts and fenfation!,, which no eloquence 
can fo dcfcribe. Such was the look that in. 
this interefting moment glanced from Ifabella's. 
eyes to Henry's. He had been more or lefs 
than man, had he remained unmoved and 
matter of himfelf. Our hero was a man, one 
of the braveft and the beft of Nature's famUy ; 
but ftill he was her fon, and by inheritance 
made fubjed to thofe fallies and alarms of 
paflion, which .jnere mortality cannot at all 
times cont[uer and reprefs. Temperance he 
had, we have given it upon proof recorded, in 
his hiftory; refpedt he never wanted in the 
prefence of virtue, and virtue was pref^nt in 
the perfon of Ifabella ; yet iitipetuous love 
D 3 VvctxNR.^ 
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hurried him on, and as her fond eyes glanced 
upon him, he threw his arms in rapture round 
her beauteous waift, and prefled her ardently 
in his prefumptuous embrace. 

I am but Nature's copyift, her fcribc, and 
dare not add or take away without her leave : ' 
it is Nature therefore, and not I, that muft ex- 
plain why Ifabella, pure as the untouched lily, 
did not Ihrink away and fever her fweet form 
from Henry's arms : yet (o it was, and fo I 
write it down as my rc(ponfiblc direftrefs dic- 
tates. The letter was yet unopened, and now 
the blufliing Ifabella, having mildly reproved 
her too ardent lover, and taken her feat at 
feme little diftance from him, read as follows : 

^ Fully fenfible that my laft hour of life is 
•* dofe at hand, I write to you, my beloved 
*5 Jfabella, whilft it is yet in my power, a few 
•* lines, to be delivered into your hands by 
*^ my fon, when 1 (hall be no more. An un- 
* expefbed r^geting with his father, under 
** moft^ peculiar circumftances, having provi- 
** dentially taken place, I have at their joint 
" inftance been prevailed upon to bequeath 
^ my whole fortune to you, making no men* 
** tion whatever of mj Henry in my wiM. 
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*' Their motive for this generous facrifice has 

^ been extreme delicacy towards my me- 

** mory \ and*mine for complying with it haa 

" been confidence in your juftice, and a per- 

" feft conviftion that my Henry lives but in 

" the hope of ibaring life and all its interefts 

*^ with you. If this happy union takes place 

" all will be well, and my fpirit ftiall reft in 

/* peace : if not, alas ! no wealth ^an profit 

" himj nothing that I can give will favc 

" him from defpair. Duplicity never was my 

" Ifabella's chira<5te/; i; therefore die in the 

** perfuafion that you love my fon : that love 

" will irifpire you with the means ofreconcil- 

'* ing your connexion with him to the feel- 

*^'lngs ^f yotir^ father, be they of whJtXfoit 

*' tHcy mayi t leave thi^^ to' your condufl; 

*J and difcretiodi and for that purpofe totally 

** rtleafe you from all pafl! promifes refpeding 

" \fltitin fecrtely I Ulav6 imparted to you: I 

** only tKink L(*ll*Grdwb€ry (hould not know 

** it, as his infolting temper may in that cafe 

** prowke events that might difturb your fu- 

"' ture peace, and plunge you into ferious dif- 

^ trcfs. -^ May* Providence direft you in it's 

•I wifdoifj, and preferve you in it's mercy! 

'' Think of me with the candour that belongs 

P 4 ^^ v^ 
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*^ to you, pardon my errors, proteft my mc- 
" mory, remember my laft wiflie^ : You and 
'* my Henry will have' my d^ing prayers ! 
" Farewell for ever 1 

« C E C I L I A." 

Ifabella paving perufed this letter with 
filcnt attention, delivered it to Henry for his 
reading, which, when he had done, 'he faid, as 
he returned it to her—" My fate is in your 
hands J whether I am or am not avow'd to Sir 
Roger Manftock, depends on your pleafure ; 
and fo entirely am I rcfign'd to it, that if your 
commands fhall be for my immediate de- 
parcure> painful as obedience in that cafe will 
be, fe| I ^ill obey, provided I an^ ndt ba- 
nilh'd without hope, but may be permitted to 
believe that there is one ConclufiOn in that 
letter, on which all my hsppinefs aepends> 
not falfely drawn, andHihik tbe Ibi^ ftrfm^n, 
in which my lamented nnadierd|td> has fome 
foundation in your heart. There, whilft I 
hold a place, life muft be dear to rt>e, and my 
ambition to deferve at diftance foiiie remem- 
brance in your thoughts, will animate mc to 
fuch efforts, as may happily, in time to comet 
obtain your father's favour, JBehold me then, 

lovelieft 
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lovefieft of women, your devoted creature, and 
pronounce my doom. -' 

Here Ifabella raifed her eyes, and turning; 
them upon him, with a look that fmiled , 
through tears, repliedj^^— «' If 'twas with me to 
pronounce upon your fate, your happinefs/ 
wou'd be complete 5 for why Ibou'd 1 affeft to 
difguife what your own obfervation muft have- 
difcover'd, that you have all the intereft in my 
heart, which this letter gives you ? Well might 
die dear lamented writer be prjuaded of a 
truth too obvious to efcape her, nor doubt of 
an a.ttachment which I, fo far from ftriving to 
conceal, hold it my point of honour to avow. 
Hypocrify has ever been my fcorn; I truft^ 
that modefly docs not need it, and I am cer- 
tain that your charadker will ever grace the 
woman that admires it/' 

*« Then I am bleft indeed!'* exclaimed the 
enraptured lover ^ "thus honoured by your ap- 
probation, I am fortified againft all difficulties : 
dircft me what to do, for I am ready"—* 
' *V There I am ftiU to feek," faid Ifabella, 
"^ and time does not allow for our debating 
this, important \ point with the deliberation it 
requires. One thing is certain, whiift you are 
undifcover'd you will be fuire to find a wel- 
D 5 ccivc^ 



^^ BENRT. 

cpme from my father : come to us then with 
all your former myftcry about youj make^ 
your own obfervations on the fpot, we fhall 
have opportunities of further convcrfation on 
the ful^eft, and* thofe opportunities perhaps 
-will; not' be- totally unplcafant^ tiiough they 
may not produce all the effefts that our un- 
certainty might wilh for* We may renew our 
mjalka at leaft, and you may amufc your &ncy 
with pro|e6ting future alterations and embel- 
iiihments in a place that muft at all events 
Become your property. We fhall remain a 
lew days in this fpot>. and though we cannot 
cheer your fpirits with amufing fcenes or lively 
company, my befl endeavours fhall not be 
wanting to difpel the gloom, of fadncfsy or to^ 
&are it with you in bewailing our loft friend^ 
and foothing you with all the tender fympathy 
thaf a fond faithful heart can. feeL" 

Saying this, ihe leant her hand on his^ and 
gently prefTcd itj. the fweet manner of it was. 
fo modeil, and withal fo captivating,, that all 
his fenfes were abforbed in love. — " Now we 
mufl: part," fhefaid, ^'my time is. out, and 
thefe are moments,, Henry, that will never 
flay: but come to us, I charge you- come; I 
i&dl prepare my father to expert you,.and Ibt 

it 



HE N R r. ' f^ 

it be this evening,** This faid, the lovers ft-^ 
parated; Ifabella returned to Hagley Halli^ 
and Henry to his father. 



Chapter VIIL 



J*be Di/covery of a pojihumous Paper caufes great 
Senfations, 

np H E death of Lady Crowbery had fo' 
* deeply affefted Delapoer, that Henry 
few with concern a very vifible alteration in* 
hb date of health, and a fixt melancholy that 
feemed to take poffeflion- of him wholly. Ba- 
lancing between duty and inclinawan, he fcarce 
knew how to decide with refpedt to Ifibella^si 
tempting invitation. Upon difcourfing with* 
Ms father, however, he found him fo refolvedf 
to take up his abode »in the neighbourhood of 
Hagley,, that he imri^ediately began to C2& 
about in- his thoughts for fome fit place for 
him to refide in; and it foon occurred to him 
Aat the very houfey, where his late happy inter- 
view with Il&bdla had' taken place, would ber 
D 6 ^C 
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of all fituations mdft defirable, if that pre- 
ferment fliould devolve upon any perfon un- 
encumbered with a family: this idea, by a 
very natural tranfition, fuggefted to him the 
probability of his' friend young Sandfbrd's 
being thought of for that fuccelTion ; and as he 
entertained a very high opinion of his merit, 
he determined to employ his intereft with Ifa- 
bella in his behalf. 

This idea Henry communicated to his fa- 
ther, and found him fo eager to embrace it, 
and fo preffing for him to lofe no time in 
vifiting Sir Roger Manftock, that he fet out 
for Hagley Hall without delay i here he re- 
ceived a very cordial welcome from the worthy 
Baronet, whom he found alone, and already 
apprifed of his coming by Ifabella. Speak- 
ing of his niece's death. Sir Roger took notice 
to Henry of his being overlooked in her will 
as a matter that caufed fome furprize, and 
which he could not well account for, having 
heard the dcceafed more than once declare her 
intentions of providing for him at her death ; 
adding, that he confidered himfclf as heir to 
thofe intentions, and telling him hot to be caft 
down, for in his friendlhip he Ihould find a 
r.^fource againft all difappointmcnt^, 

5 To 
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To this Henry made anfwer, that the excel- 
lent Lady alluded to, who always afted from 
die beft and pureft motives, had faithfully ful- 
filled all promifes fhe had ever made hinri, and 
that his grateful relpeft for her memory would 
never ceafe but with life itfelf. He thanked 
Sir Roger for the offer of his fri^ndlhip, 
which he accepted as the higheft honour he 
could afpire to, and which he would fludy to 
merit and preferve by every effort in his pow- 
er ; favours of any other fort, he flattered 
himfelf he (hould not (land in need of. 

Here their converfation was cut fhort by the 
arrival of Dodtor Sandford, who had not been 
many minutes in the room, before Henry had 
riic fatisfaftion to hear Sir Roger Manflock 
acquaint him, that, with his daughter's con- 
currence, he had determined to nominate his 
fon to the living late enjoyed by the Reverend 
Mr. Ratcliffe. The good man expreffed a 
lively fenfe of gratitude on this occafion, and 
his happinefs feemed- complete. 

Henry, in a private converfation with his 
friend Zachary Cawdle, revived the fubjedt of 
Billy Williams ; and as Zachary was now de- 
termined upon retiring from bufinefs on his, 
annuity bequeathed to him by Lady Crowbery, 



en H E N RT. 

fee very readily engaged to make over his 
(hop and efFeds to Williams, upon fair and 
equitable terms, which (hould be -adjufted 
when that gentleman fhould obtain a dif- 
charge from his (hip, and make his appearance 
at Crowbery, for which place Zachary intend- 
ed to fet out the next morning. This. matter 
being fettled to Henr/s entire content, for he- 
was much attached to Williams, Zachary be- 
gan to (peak of matters more immediately in- 
terefting j and turning to our hero, he faid*— 
^ In this very room where we are now fittings 
I brought you into the world ; and furely it is 
now foil time you fliould aflume fome proper 
name and ftation in fbeiety. Life is uncer- 
tain; and though, thank God, I feel myfelf ftout 
and hearty at this prefent moment, yet we are 
all liable to cafualties, and nobody can fay how 
Ibng it may be before I follow your good mo- 
ther, in which cafe you wou'd lofe a witnefs to 
your birth, whofe teftimony is moft material. 
You have a father, it is true, whofe fortune 
can in fome refpeft indemnify you for the 
difuiterefted, and give me leave to call it, the- 
wanton facrifice you have made of this noble: 
property, which had elfe been your's j kit thar 
fedier ^fo, if I have any (kill in my profef- 

fion^ 
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fion, is In a very precarious ftatc of healthy 
his fpirits fink, and hh con&itution thVeatcns' 
fwift decay. It t>ehoves you therefore, my 
dear Henry, to look about you t if you have 
put afide your inheritance, in the hope of fliar- 
ing it with the amiable young lady wha now 
pofleflfes it, methinks you wou'd do well ta 
lofe no time in bringing that expeftancy ta 
bear ; and why you fhou'd perfift in concealing, 
yourfdf from Sir Roger Manftock, wha 
feems to be fo favourably cUfpos^d, and enter- 
tains you with fuch kindneis and regard, is^ 
what I cannot underftand* You 11 pardon 
me for the freedom I take in talking to yoa 
on a fubjed, in which I am no otherwife cpn- 
ccrn*di but as my friendfhip and good wifhe5> 
kitereft me in every thing that relates to you ^ 
for in truth, dear Henry, I have a very warm 
and tender heart towards you, and ever had 
from the firft moment fortune threw you ia 
aiy way-" 

" Your zeal," faid Henry, ^ can fbnd ia 
need of no apology 5^ and I am free to confcfe 
to you,, that my fituation with refpeft to Sir 
Roger Manflock becomes every hour more 
and more irkfome to me, as every fpecies of 
difguife muft be.. When 1 know that I am^ 
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indebted to a mifconception for the kindncfs 
he fhews me, I cannot enjoy the fruits of it 
with content. It blights the happinefs I fhou'd 
clfe receive in the fociety of the lovclieft of 
women; and though>I have every reafon to 
fear that the difcovery of my birth wou'd be 
inftantly followed by my difmiffion from every 
hope that points towards an alliance with his 
amiable daughter, yet my confcience fo revolts 
againft deceit, that I will fooner meet the 
worft of misfortunes, and embrace defpair,than 
perfift to aft the counterfeit, as I have hitherto 
been compelled to do. You therefore fee, my 
worthy friend, how entirely my feelings coin- 
cide with your counfel; and I am jrefolv'd, 
with Ifabella's leave, to-morrow ftiall not 
pafs without an explanation on my part: let 
me then requeft, that you will not fet out 
upon your journey, till that event is over, ^ 
it cannot fail to happen that we fhall appeal to* 
you/' ' 

Zachary fignified his perfeft compliance 
with this requeft, and Henry declared his re- 
folution accordingly. An occurrepce in the 
mean time had come to pafs, which^ anticipat- 
ed all the confequenccs incidental to that re- 
folution. Sir Roger Manftock, whilft dif- 

courfing 
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courfing with Poftor Sandford upon fome 
particulars relative to tht living intended for 

,his fon, had occafion to refer to fome papers 
of the late Mr. RatclifFe, which the Doftor 
told him were to be found in a certain old- 
fafhioned cabinet, where he himfelf had de- 
pofited them upon the death of that gentle- 
man, and of which he . kept the key. The 
papers were eafily found j but in taking them 
out, it appeared to Sir Roger, that there was 
fome fecret machinery at the bottom of the 
cell, in which they laid, for hiding money or- 
valuables in a fmall compafs; and upon a 
clofer fcrutiny, a joint was difcovered, which, 
upon the infertion of a penknife, was made to. 
Aide back, and in it was found a fmall packet 
folded in. the form of a letter unfealed. Upon 
opening this packet. Sir Roger immediately 
recognized the hand- writing of his brother-in- 
law Sir Stephenv Adamant, and read as fol- 
lows: 

'• Particulars relative to my daughter Ce- 
" cilia, to be communicated to her uncle. Sir 
" Roger Manftock, after my deceafe.'* 

This title he read aloud, and here he 
paufed, clofmg the paper, and obferving to his 

. companion, that it was a very extraordinary 
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and to him a very interefling difcovery. *' I 
confefs to you," added he, " my curiofity is 
highly agitated, nay fo much am I afFedted by 
the fuddenneft of the furprize, that I can fcarcc 
command myfelf enough to proceed with the 
perufal of it. It feems to have been my 
brother's purpofe that^ I fhou'd be made ac- 
quainted with the contents, yet no fuch com- 
munication was e^er made to me, fo that in 
honour I am hardly fatisfied that I ought ta 
read any further. Have you, Do61:or Sand- 
ford, any knowledge of this paper ? You was 
moft in the confidence of Sir Stephen: if 
you have any information on the fubjed, give 
k me ; if not> advife me what to do.'' 

" I have nothing to guide me but conjee-^ ^ 
ture," replied the Do6tori « but I Ihou'd pre* 
fume there need be no hefitation on your part 
to read what profefles to have been written for 
your information. The early attachment of 
our dear lamented lady is well known fo 
every friend of the family ; and I fhou'd guefs 
the paper may refer to that : there has ever 
been a myftery confequential of that tranfac- 
tlon 5 and as it is probably develop*d in that 
pofthumous packet, 1 will with your permif- - 
fion retire, whilft you examine it in private." 

So 
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So feying, he left the room, and Sir Roger 
read as follows :— 

'^ Particulars relative to my daughter 
*^ Cecilia, to be communicated to her 
*^ uncle. Sir Roger Manftock, after my 
" deceafe. 

" Upon the 14th day of Auguft, 176 1, my 
*' daughter, then of the age of fixteen and 
*• upwards, fecretly efcaped from Hagley- 
" houfe. In company with a young cornet, the 
^^ honourable Henry Delapoer, purpofing to 
" efFeft a itolen marriage at Gretna Green. 

" The young man^ 1 confefs,. had made 
" fair and open propofals for my daughter 1 
'^ but I had other yiews> and pofitively pro- 
" hibited die conne6fcion. He was formed to. 
".engage a heart like Cecilia's 5 hjs perfon was 
"fine, his manners and addrefs were capri^ 
^' vating in the extreme. Alas ! miftakcn maa 
'^that I am, I knew not to what extremes her 
•* paflion was capaWe of hurrying her, and 
" foolifhly expefted that my authority could 
" extinguifh it. Love and nature fet my 
** power at nought, and my child, (in every 
" other inftance of her life the moft dutiful 
*' creature breathing) broke looifc feom ^n w^ 
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" filial tie^ and elop'd with her admirer. 
*' Furious in my wrath, and equally exaf- 
" perated againft both parties, I purfued them 
" along the road with fuch unremitted exer- 
^' tion, that upon their very laft poft I over- 
*^ took and furpriz'd them in a public inn, 
"where they were changing hoTfes. 

" Here I forc'd them- (Oh! fatal violence !) 
" from each other's arms, in fpite of prayers, \ 
" entreaties, and even confeflion, oa Cecilia's 
^' part, of an anticipated confuaimation, that 
" took from innocence its virgin glofs, and, 
** in the courfe of tinie, to the diflionour of 
^' my houle and the ruin of my mind's fli- 
^' ture peace, occafion'd my poor child to be 
*' an unmarried mother, whilft her difconfo- 
" late lover had left his nadve country, and em- 
** barked for the Eaft Indies, 

" Early in the month of May cnfiiittg, Ce- 
*^ cilia was fecretly delivered in my own 
" houfe of a male infant. Zachary C^wdlc, 
^^ a faithful man, and fkilful in his profeflion, 
" aflifted her in that painful extremity. — Hea* 
" ven and earth ! can I defcribe my anguijfh, 
*f my remorfe, my terrors, in thofe mo- 
" ments! What would I then have given 
** could I have recalled the banifhed father of 
/^ /n/ HTerchcd grandfoal How did my con- 
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^* fcicnce rack me with rcmorfc for having 
" torn two hearts afunder, pledged to each 
" other by every facred vow, and virtually 
^ though not legally married ! Oh ! had I 
*' then had mercy in my wrath, had I allowed 
^[ for nature, for afFeftion^ for the weaknefs of 
** a fond doating girl at fixteen years of age, 
" what mifery had I prevented ! what ^fhamc 
" had I avoided! Let no fether henceforth 
" tread in my unwary fteps — ^they will but 
** lead him to remorfe and agony. 

/' And npw ten years are paft, whilft 1 have 
" few my daughter married to a defpicable 
" lord^ who is her tyrant rather than her huf- 
** band. In her my generation legitimately 
*' ftops; no fruit can fpring from fuch a 
** ftock J her bed is barren, and her heart is 
** broken. Thank Heaven, my grandfon 
" Henry ftill furvives; protefted, reared and 
" educated by the bed of men, and of friends 
^^ .the moft faithful, I fee him foftered into 
*^ early virtues by the forming hand of Rat- 
^ cliffe. God of all mercies, blefs and profper 
"fhe myfterious iflue of my haplefs child! 
^' Whilft my fad daughter lives and is Lord 
** Crowbery's wife, I dare not venture to 
" avow the fon of indifcretion. Hard fate 
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*^ for him, poor innocent, for my Cecilia, for 

^' jnyfelf ! 

*' Is diere a friend now left to me on earth, 
•*' in whofc humane iand honeft heart I can 
** repofe my forrows and my fecret? Let rne 
** ftill hope there is; furely Sir Roger Man- 
*^ flock is that candid, that truft-worthy 
^' friend. 

** To Sir Roger Manftock, to the uncle of 
** my child, in confidence I bequeath this 
** mournful narrative of my errors and mif- 
** fortunes, imploring him, by all that he 
^' holds facred, to proteft and father the laft 
*' relia of my houfe, my namelefs unacknow- 
*^ ledged child, to whom I truft a mother's 
*^ love ahdjuftice will bequeath that property, 
^^ which in this firm perfuafion I have devifed 
*' to her, and put into her free and abfolute 
" difpofal, without limitation or reftraint. 
*' Let Henry then take his father's name 5 
** I would not leave a ftigma on my daugh- 
" ter's memory. May Crowbery never have 
'^ to fay he took the refufe of a favoured 
*^ lover ! 

*' Senfible that I am haftening to the clofc 
*' of life, I would fain dedicate my Ihort abid- 
** ing time to atonement and repentance. To 



HENRT. 71 

*' you therefore, Sir, my brother and my 
'* friend, I addr^fs this paper, avowing a full 
** fenfe of ray paft errors,, and a deep con.- 
** trition for that haughty fpirit of revenge, 
" which pronapted me to blaft the happinefe 
" of two perfons formed for each other, wedded 
" in fpirit and in heart; and who, but for my 
** fatal interference, would have bleft the rem- 
*^ nant of my days. To you. Sir, my brother 
'* and my friend, I once more folemnly be- 
'^ queath my grandfon Henry : you are your- 
*^ fclf a &ther j you have a lovely daught«* 
** two years younger than my boy 5 nature 
" has taught you how to judge of my fenfa- 
*' tions by your own. To your family my 
" fortune would have devolved had not this 
^* fon of my Cecilia ftcod between us : may 
*' I not form a diftant hope that time and 
*' education may hereafter fo adorn and grace 
^* the work of nature, as to make him worthy 
*' your regard and love ? The outfct is aufpi- 
" ciousj the promifc of his infant years is 
" flattering in the extreme. Should this fair 
" bloffom ripen into that perfedion, which its 
" early bloom gives hope of, and fhould your 
'* fweet child, my pretty god-daughter, when 
** time with lenient hand has moulded her foft 
6 * *^ beautlea 
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" beauties into womanhood, be touched with 
*' tender pity and eftecm for my adopted 
*' Henry, need \ defpair of your candour; or 
** muft the want of that laft form, that my 
*' precipitancy interrupted, haunt him through 
** life, and caft him off from happinefs without 
** his fault ? May Heaven infpire your heart 
" with fentiments more generous! and may 
** he, who mixes blood from no ignoble 
** fource with that which he derives from me, 
*' merit a bleffing great as my fond fancy has 
« devifed. Farewell !" 



Chapter IX. 



TCbe Comjel of a Friend in a JOilemma. More 
Secrets are brought to Light. 

^npHE perufal of this paper, which pointed 
•*• out to Sir Roger Manftock the fon of 
his niece, in the perfon of Henry, the admirer 
of his daughter, threw him into deep medita- 
tion, and exceedingly perplexed him how to 
aft in a cafe, where ^ecifion on either fide mi- 
litated againft his feelings. The appeal was 
folemn, that pleaded in favour of the youth, 

the 
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the objcftion to his illegitimacy, and even t^ 
his proximity of blood, was np flight one, ani 
Sir Roger's mind was long time balance i be- 
tween difficulties. One point his confciencc fiw 
in the clearefl: light — the equity of Henry's claim 
to the property of his grandfather; and, accord-- 
ing to the high fcnfc of honour natural to him, he 
interpreted the paper he had juft been reading: 
but how to adt with refpeft to his daughter, 
whether vto oppofe or to countenance her at- 
tachment, was the queftion that embarraflfed 
him. On the oppofing fide, there was a ftrong 
repugnance, arifing from his habits of thinking, 
and from a certain pride of family, which re- 
volted from the. ftain of illegitimacy i on the 
favourable fide, there was much occurred to 
mitigate the rigour of thefe thoughts. Th« 
charafter of Henry pre-eminently pleaded ia 
his behalf; the fatal confequences of paternal 
obduracy, fo forcibly fet forth in the recital of 
Sir Stephen, was a ftriking example before 
his eyes ; and the pathetic adjuration, at the 
clofe of that recital, was an afFedtuig appeal to 
hi$ heart, which was fenfibly felt. 

'Tis in a crifis like this, when the mind is 
fluftuating between doubt and decifion, that 
the voice of a friend is moft welcome, and 

Vol. IV- E \5»w 
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tlien it is that new Tcafons,> or reafons d 
ferently exprcfled and dilated, fcldom fail 
cut the knot that puzzles lis to unravel. { 
Roger rung his bell, and requefted the coi 
' pany of Do<Sbor Sandfocd. ^ 

A better arbitraf or could. not be chofe 
he read the paper attentively, and when call 
upon for his -fentiments upon it, delibcrati 
replied as follows: " I am not furpris'd at i 
difcovery, which this paper :gives ; for thou 
- I was not a party to the fepret of this you 
( man's birth, I was ever in my private opini 

• perfuadtd of his being the fon of thofe v( 

• pai^ents now difclos'd to us. Welhmay t 
unhappy writer bewail his own obduracy; 

' knew- the party rejefted, and thought h: 
every way ^eferving of the alliance he coUrte 
Sir Soephen knew my fentiments, for he dn 
them from me, and I honeftly committed r 
opinion to his confideration ; it did not ta 
/ with his own, and I loft his confidence by t 

^ fincerity.with which I gave it. Mr. Ratclil 
in confequence of this, had charge of , the 
fent— ^a better^ choice cou'd not be. mai 
a-worthier, wifer, more enlightened mind 

^ man pOffleft*--to an education. fo excellent, t 
fon of your niece did ample juftice. Nati 
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** nci^er form'd a m6re^ engaging perfon; in- 
ftriidtion never cultivated ^ radre accomplifti'd 
mind/' .' . - 

Here Sir Roger irrterpoftd^ declaring ^his 
cAtire concurrence in this' teftinFtony to his 
ttierits^-"'^ IBut with v\rhac face," he dc^manddd, 
" can I hold up tb the world the fpufiousifluc 
of my deluded niece? What Will Lord Grow- 
beryfay? What will the world at large fay .to 
an adoption like this? L fho\i*d'bc glad to hear 
your (entiments on this point of difficulty." . 

*^ With this paper initiy hand/' replicddtc 
Doftor, " I cannot refift the appeal it can- 
tains, nor refufc being advocate for the. feel- 
ings of the writer of it. When I fee a father 
taking on himfelf the reproach oF being folc 
author of his daughter's errors and- misfor- 
tunes, and weigh the circumftancescthat at- 
tended their elopement and arrcft «pon the 
way, I can hardly be induced to call their iffue 
illegitimate. I fhpu'd go too iari if I wal to 
deny the right of a parent to' reftsain, oir-to 
dirc6V, the paflions cif his child j but^Sir Sccphen 
Went farther, and exerted more authority than 
belonged to hirri, whett he compeltM a mar- 
riage with the Lord Vifcoi^nt GroWbtry j that 
is an afl of tyranny oyer the huiiian^ hesrt, 
E 2 ^\iL^ 
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-which I hold in ,abh9rrencc.' What vowl 

• were jnterch^g'd between your niece and her 
firft lover we cannot know, but we can well 
conje6^.ure..they were folennn and fmcei^ wi 
both (fdes. "Their hearts were married, tho* 
the Hacf^mitb ^was^ not found that wou'd have 
clinch'd the chain, gh^ll then the fon of love 
and promife be difclaim'd, becaufe a fevif^ours 
intervened, and force was employ'd to tear 
their hands afunder,: and compel them to a 
reparation? Mark how the parent fufFers in 
his confci^nce for this adt of cruelty ! So wou*d 
not I for all thi? world can give me. Henry 
is I a virtuous youth : affix what criminality you 
pleafe to the authors of h^ birth,^ we cannot fo 

-; pervert all feftfe of jufticc, as to attach their 
ifiain. to his ^harader, however much we may 
* wifli to cover the memory of his niother from 
I the malevolent attacks of X.ord Crowbery and 

. others, who .jn^y be bafely difpos'd to blaft it. 
•This^Ic9nfers,.f}i9^'d be avoided as much as 
-poflibki and.iliKdy it will be no impoffiblf 
thing to .do 1 bat by pfpper precautions, with 
refpe£t ti) Lofd.Crpw(bery at leaft, fo long as 
he furViyes,r which feenis tO: have been the 
dear intent^iQn; ,of th^ decea^'d ladyjt when 

-Ihe forebor.e to,n^n)e.hter,.foain her will; and 

\ AS 
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as you have told me Henry "himfelf yas the' ^ 
chief promoter of this omifliph, I cannot ddlibt 
but he was fully acknowledg'd Ipy, his niother' ' 
before (he died." ... ^ i.i ,j 

" I don't doutt that/' . refumed Sir RogeTi 
" and I hold my daughterbound to reftore him 
to his inheritance upon every principle of honour 
andjuftice; but I am not bound to give lutn 
my daughter alfo.*' — " Far be it from me,'* re- 
plied the Do6tor, " to fay that; yoirr daugh-' 
ter's inclinatipn mufl: precede a (Vep fo eflential 
to her own happinefs as thac.'* — *''6ut ami 
bound to follow, with my corifent,' her inclina- 
tions, if they fhouVl point to him?"— ^* I'miift 
decline an anfwer to that queftion, b^rng fo 
partial as I am to Henry." — *^ Why that is 
anfwering it," replied Sir Roger, " to the 
fullefl extent." Here their "^ conference was^ 
interrupted by a fervant, who - announced a' 
gerideman of the name of Smith, that requefted' 
a fev/ minutes converfation in private v/ith Sir 
Roger Manftock. Order bylng given for the 
[;'\'cl.?mar/s ;;diTiIrtance, and Dov?tor Sandford 
havif::.; V. -Ii Irawn, the fa-iher of our hero pre- 
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ch^rafte^:, f fid hold it in the moft. pcrfeft rci 
fpeft: I Jiave therefore folicitcd a few minutes 
of y'Qur leifurcj and you have politely granted 'y* 
it, for which I thank ycu, and will ftudy not 
to.abuil? your patience .> I have lent in a name *^ 
by your lervant, which, in your prefence, I 
ftiou'd be afhann'd to wear, being only an af- _. 

fum'd one, for reafons that, I tiufc, you will 
think not unworithy of a gentleman. My real 
name is Henry Delapoer> which, in times paft, 
you may, have heard aCtach'd to that of the 
loveliefl:, apd by me the moft lamented, of her 
fex J pardon me, if for the prefent I can pro- 
ceed no further/' , 

Sir Roger ftarted with amaze; he fmote his^ 
hands together with more than ufual energy, 
and gazed upon the ftranger with intenfe cu- 
riofity— ".May I believe what I hear!" he 
cried : " Are you rcaljy Mr. Delapoer, the ho- 
nourable Henry Delapoef, father— — "There 
he ftopt fhort, and checked the words that 
were upon his lips. — " Sir," inter]e£ted the 
yilitor, *' you was proceeding with your fpeechj 
jnay I requeft you to iill up the fentence?" 

" Yoa may," replied Sir Roger, after a 
.fliort paufej " the words I was about to add 
were, tlie father of my niece's fon."— " My 

oonfcience 
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confcience then is clear/' faid Delapoer; " you 
are pcfleiii'd of. the fecret, and I havie broke ' 
no truft. Yes, Sir> I ann that very pcrfon; 
miferable in the recolieftion of the bittercfl: dif- 
appointment that ever blafted human happx- 
ntfs, btit honoured in the virtues x£ that fon, • 
who is at once the menibrial of our naisfortune 
and the irelift of our love^ I may now fay to 
Sir Roger Manftock all that a wounded heart 
fuggefts; I may fpcak of my forrows, of my 
affedlion, of my defpair> which is now hurry- 
ing me to the grave, where my betroth'd, my 
ever-lov*d Cecilia fleeps." Here ^ guft of 
tears interrupted his fpeech for a few, inftants j 
he wiped them away, and proceeded—" It is 
now my reqqeft, and I hope your charity will 
grant it, that my remains may be allow 'd to^ 
reft in the vault bcfide thofe 'of that fainted 
being, who was by every obligation facred iii- 
the -eye of Heaven my true and all buT legal 
wife. Sir, we were bound together by the 
holieft ties. Accurfed be the breath that dares 
to contaminate the purity of my Cecilia's 
fame! If there was crime in our precipitancy, 
that crime be en my head, I will embrace the 
whole of the offence ; let her unfeeling father 
take on himfelf the refponfibilit)' of our fepa- 
E 4 ration! 
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ration! Sir, I have held it matter of the ftridcft 
confcience, ever fince that fatal moment, to 
keep unviolaced the marriage bed, and I have 
religioufly fulfill'd that facred duty. One 
melancholy confolatlon Heaven vouchfaf'dj 
Providence employed the arm of my fonto 
refeue me from death, when I was a prifoner 
on board a fhip of the enemy, and at the laft 
ftage of exiftence ; he brought me to the port 
of Falmouth; his piety and care preferv'd my 
life; fortune direfted Cecilia to the fame fpot; 
I pufs'd fome days by the copch of that dying 
martyr, and flie expir'd in the arms of me and 
cf my fon. Grant me then, I befeech you,, 
my laft earncft prayer, and let, my corpfe re- 
pofe by her's." 

L The Baronet, v/hofe long filence had been 
the efieft of his fympathy in the feelings of 
the fpeaker, now found himfelf called upon for 
a reply ac a time, when he was much more in- 
clined to give a Ipofe to tears than to words, 
lie co'iTamandcd himfelf notwithftanding fo 
fir as to afiTure his vifitor, that his fuit was 
j^nMit-cl, rincl to a Id withal, that he hoped it 
^\..;-;d oc 11:; [ly years before that proinife could 
Lc cl2aii.;d. To this Delapoer replied, with 
many .acknowledgments, that nothing but 

his 
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his convidtion that no time wds to bfe loft 
could have excufcd to liimfelf the rudet in- 
truiion of fo unfeafonabtea vifit. 

Here he paufed, and fecmed preparing to 
take liis leave, wheri it occurred to Sir Rpger 
as proper to apprife hiui, that He had poflefled 
himfetf by chance of a> J pb(lh<imous pi^r, 
written by his niece's fatikir^ which bad thrown 
great light on his (late ofimirid, and which at the 
iarne time devolved a duty upon him, 6n the 
part of his daughter, of reinftating Henry.ki 
the whole of his grandfather's! eftatc- 1*^ This/' 
added he,/* is (to ad of jufticewhich I think I 
can take upon myfclf tqliay will be infallibly 
perforrp'd on our part^ aivi I.fhall now put the 
paper iilto your Imndi --for your pcrufal, and 
very highly interefting it 4s im (you,..Mr. Dc- 
lapoer, and, your reprefentative.'' i k : * , 
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Our Hijlory'records a dreadfur Incident. ' *' 

TTXELAPQER having teadvvfilic papdr> re- 

'^^ turned 4t to ^'Roger>..Qbreryiftg, that 

although the writer's changti ;affiifentirtjer>ts 

E 5 came 
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camci'too late far redpe6,;it was to be hoped 
tlicy were in time Jbr, the full purpofes of 
repentance. .He cheh proceeded to difclofe 

'to 8ir Roger the ftate brhis own'circumltances' 
in point of fortune, which, being fetded upon 
Henry, woiild at i fell events make him an af- 

/fliflcnt man. " There is but one objeft in life," 

redded he, " can make him a happy one. If 
I know his thoughts rightly, it is the perfon, 

':n6t the.propertyjr of the prefent heirefs of this 
eftate, which he would receive as the greateft 

' bounty ihe coii'd beftow upon him," 

To this! Sir Roger fimply replied, that 
Henry was certainly a. very: amiable young 
man^ and Dckpbfer>::toD delicate to prefe his 
wifhes any farrier, politely took his leave and 

' departed., . In (fev9:, the nimd of the worthy 
Baronet was'hy no means made up to any de- 
termined meafure^ and as the recent death of 
Lady Crowbery fecur'd him from any prefent 
call from either of the parties, he very gladly 
availed himfeif of the ekcufe for holding back 
his opinion,., till it was more matured by ex- 
perience ahdrcfleftionr 
' Henry iwbjwlwifhed to. throw afide a mafk 

:4ie wasivnolJoAgenLCompelkd towear, and^o 

• declare hiioietf ^ to S ir . Roger Manftock j bu t 
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as it WAS neceflary, in the firft place, to confult 

Ifabella's opinion in the cafe, he followed ber 

into the park, where he underftood fhe was 

gone to cake her evening walk. When he had 

mounted the hill that rofe from the houfe, he 

*^ caught a diftant glimpfe of her, as fhe was 

J^ntering a grove of oaksj arid immediately fet 

iout towards •the fpot with all the fpeed he 

- Could, He was y<f t at fome diftance, when 

: a female 'fhrick was heard as coming from 

^jfbme one in the grove, which ftruck him to 

the heart with the apprehenfion that his lovely 

tlabella was in danger or alarm. Already 

nearly breathlefs with his exertions, terror gave 

' him all but wings upon a call f6 prefling, and 

he fprung forwards towards the voice widi an 

impetuofity undefcribable. 

Swift as his motion was, our hiftory de- 
mands a paufe before we bring him to the 
refcue of the affrighted I fabella, whilft we ac- 
count for the caufe of that fliriek fo terrible to 
the ears of love. ^ 

In the near neighbourhood of Hagley Houfe, 
without the enplofure of the p^rkj there was a 
lonely manfion,' tenanted by a perfon whofe 
melancholy profcflion it was to take charge of 
Aofe unhappy beings, who are deprived of 
- E6 -' -^ ^.xi^^feiCi^ 
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rcafon. One of thcfe diftrafted objeds, and 
probably the moft pitiable in the whole 
wretched fraternity, was a young man of the 
name of Sannders, only fon of a refpeftablc 
clergyman, who had bred him in the line of his 
own profeflion, and givep him an excellent 
education with that view, both at fchool and 
iiniverfity. The youth, whom nature had en- 
dowed with uncommon talents, had more than 

^ equalled all the warmeft expedlations of a 

• fond exulting father. Every honour that moral 
conduiSt could merit, every prize that fuccels- 
fill genius could contend for, had been fairly 
gained^ and worthily pofleft, by this yourig 
ttudent ;- but ftrong imagination and a feeling 
heart, the natural concomitants of fuperior 
genius, hadconfpired againft the peace of poor 
Saunders> and -by a difappomtment in love, 
had made wreck of a mind full freighted with 
fcience, and richly endowed with every noble 
quality. The objedt of his paflion was unfor- 
tunately one, to whom, in point of rank and 

. circumftances, he could not afpire; and though 
ilie felt his merits, and was flattered by his at- 

. tentions, yet his fuLt was peremptorily and 
proudly rejedled by her father, who.h^ higher 
vicws^ and over-ruled the affections of his 
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child with abfolute authority. The fame fine 
tafte that taught him to feleft and admire the 
purcft models of ciafficai compofition, infpired 
him with a paffion for the elegant and beauti- 
ful. Louifa Beaufort: his opportunities of con-* 
verfing with her were not frequent; 'for Sir 
Ferdinand her father was not eafy of accefs 
from one fo much his inferior, and Saunders 
was^reduced to a variety of humble (hifts to 
make known to Lx)uifa the flame that was 

^ confuming him, and gradually undermining 
the foundations of a folid underftanding. The 
fmile, which at fome ftolen moment flie could 
befl:ow upon him, was his only hope j on th^fe 
refleftions he fed, and, by the help of a vivid 
fancy, fl^etched out dreams and vifions of hap- 
pijo^fs, .which in one fatal moment were for 
pver blafl:ed, by the intelligence of her being 
married to a titled lover. From this inftant 
his deportment became irregular and capri- 
jcious: at firft, he was loud and vehement in 

^vhis,cotitl)laint;sj ke tall^^^ the affair tp all 
his .friends, profeffed to treat it with contempt, ^ 

Vand railed ^g^if^ft ^l^e ^^^ general, venting ' * 
vpon them all the invectives, which his me- 
mory or imagination could Tuggeft*:' lie 
xajilacked'tHc poets anient and modern Tor 
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epigrams and lampoons, and had by heart every' 
tag and fragment of fatire, which made 'for 
his purpofe, and which Greek, Latin, or Eng- 

* lifh could fupply. If any one of his acquain- 
tance fpoke in praife of a woman, or even" 
toafted the heakh of his miftrefs, he was ready' 
with a dafh at his JFdlly, which oftentimes 
would have brought on feriou's difcufTions, 
had he not been very generally con fidered as a 
licenfed railer, or had his companions been as 
prompt for quarrel as himfelf. 

T-his humour being fpent, his mind took a 
fuddeh turn to the contrary extreme, arid poof 
Saunders was no more to be found in fociety j 
fuUen and inaccefiible, he fhut himfelf into 
his college room,, and centering all his ideas,- 
heretofore fo wild and excurfive, in one finglc 
point, and dwelling invariably upon that\vith 
pertinacious melancholy, the vigour of his iti- 
tellcft began to melt away, Vvhilft his confti- 
tution, partaking of the fame debility, and at- 
tenuated by long fading, "w^^sKaftenihg t6 de- 

' cay' by aftual ifiariition< A ftudent, latfe fo 
regular in his duties,, could ,not- abfept himfelf 
from college hours without drawing the at- 
tention bf his tutor and other members of the 
4H:iety upon him 5 the former drthefe, one day 
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took m^^s of furprifing him in his roomy 
where he difcovered him on his knees, em- 
;pk)yed in lopd aad fervent prayer, to whicb 
bis prefence gave not the fmulkft interrupt 
tion, whilft the poor fupplicant continued to- 
deplore his wretched ftate of mind in terms 
truly piteous and difconfolate, intermixt with 
petitions moft earneft and devout for the pre- 
fervation of his reafon. His pitying vifitor 
was mcked at the fcene of fuch diftrefs,. and 
having waited for a proper interval, applied 
fuch coafolation as his charity could fuggeft 
upon the emergency, and inftantly difpatehed 
a letter' to the father, apprifing him of the 
dangerous condition to which his pupil was- 
. reduced. This fad intelligence foon brought 
the afRifted parent to be a wicnefs of the total 
ruin of his hopes f he took the poor diftraft^d 
creature with him to his own houfc, where, find- 
ing no relief to his diforderybut^ on the contrary,. 
. an encreafe of every fymptom to an extrava- 
gance, that kept him under hourly alarm, be 
. at laft refolved to refign him wholly into the 
. hands of a keeper^ and in this houfe,; before- 
defcribed, he placed bim^ where,, for foiif^e 
mon;hSy he had been Qonfined under proper 
rcgin^n^. though without any progrefs towai:ds. 

a cure^ 
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cure, of which his wretched parent now began 

to lofe all hope. 

It had fo chanced this very evening, thaC 
with a cunning peculiar to his diftemper, he 
had contrived to elope from his keeper, and 
running out of the houfe at random, had made 
his way into Hagley Park, efcaping the fight 
of hi? purfuers by hiding himfelf in the grove, 
where he was lying buried under the thickeft 
of the underwood, when chance brought the 
beauteous Ifabella, in her folitary ramble, to the 
very fpot where he was concealed. A glimpfe 
of her fair form, which his quick eye caught 
through the bufhes, roufcd him inftanrly from 
his lair, and Ipringing on her like a couchant 
tyger on the unwary paffenger, he feifed the 
trembling viftim in his arms, roaring out in 
a yell of tranfport— ^^ Have I caught you then 
at lafl-, vile perjur'd woman! traitrefs to my 
love ! murderer of my peace ! falfe^ faithlefs 
Louifa, you have driven me to defperation j 
you have made me what I am, mad as the 
fires of Hecla, wild as the waves that fwal- 
low navigation up 5 and now, fyren. Til be 
reveng'd upon you for my transformation ^ a 
beaft of your own creation fhall devour you ; 
ril pluck afunder thofe fine limbs, and fcatter 

thexn 
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them to all the points of heaven. Comej 
come, no ftruggling j hence with all this frip- 
pery ! away with it ! you are but Nature's 
counterfeit ; we'll have her full in fight, and 

then r 

,Upon the inftant, in that faving momentary 
crifis on which humanity will not admit of fpe- 
culation's p^ufe, pur hero Henry, breathlefs, 
aghaft, led thither by that unfeen clue> which 
Providence had gracioufly bellowed for vir- 
tue's timely ref(;pe^ fprung upon the lunatic, 
arid with 4 phrenfy equal to his own, grafping 
him in his arn>s, hyrlcd htm violently to the 
ground, never quitting his hold, bu^ccom- 
panying him in his fall : in the fame moment, 
the difhcvelled Ilabella, her cloak, handker-, 
chief^ and clothes torn from her, dropt ina- 
nimate at his fide, without uttering even a figh 
that fliewed figns of life. Diitra6ted with the 
fight, ftill he did not venture to let loofe his 
delperate antagonift, who raved and foamed 
in all the furious excefs of phrenfy, ydlirg 
and gnafliing with his teeth, a Ipcftacle too 
horrible for contemplatioji. Emacrated as he 
was, the very fpeftrc cf faiDinc, ilill his mad- 
ncfs gave him nerves almoft fupernatural, and 
in their grappling ail the vigour Henry's ac- 
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tive limbs could furnilli, fometimes fcarcc fuf- 
ficed to keep him under, and hold him down 
extended on his back; at length the wretched' 
creature gave one defperate ftruggle, then 
uttered a direful groan, and fvvooncd upon tlie 
fpot, ftretching his limbs as if in the laft pang 
oflife. 

Happily at this moment the keeper and 
his follower, guided to the fpot by the yells 
and howlings of their patient, made their ap- 
pearance, to the unfpeakablc relief of our cx- 
hauftcd hero, whofe terrors for the beloved 
objeft, lying br^thlcfs by his fide, were now 
become too agonizing to endure; Inftantly 
he raifed her in his arms, replaced the fcatter- 
cd fragrhehts of her drefs with tendereft at- 
tention, arranging it in a manner as decorous 
as her fituation and his own diftradioa would 
admit, and calling oiit to ^he keeper for af- 
fiftance in recovering her from her fwoon.. 
The man had fkill> dnd was not wanting in 
humanity j he knew withal the quality of the 
lady who ftood in need of his affillancc, and 
was terrified, not lefs on his own account than 
on her*s, for the confequences of what had 
happened ; bidding his fervant take charge of 
the lunatic,, by tying up his hands,, he applied 

- - ^ hitofelf 
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felf direftly to the recovery ef the lady, 
drawing out a cafe of lancets, recom- 
ided the immediate opening of a vein ; 
was eagerly acceded to by Henry, and in 
rv/ fcconds the pure blood that fed the 
s of the faireft form in nacurp fprung 
1 from the lancet, and at the f.ime time the 
hteft eyes that ever lover looked upon, 
nled their lids, and fixt their* fight on 
iry, who, whilft affifting the operation jufl 
Drmed, had received upon his perfon the 
gufhing tribute of that fanguine ftream 
nuch dearer to him than what fed his own 
heart. The fight of this, to which in his 
iifion he had not adverted, fo terrified the 
zing Ifabella, that the firft fign fhe gave 
^coUedion was a fcream of terror on the 
)very, crying out to the operator — — 
.eave, leave me, and ftaunch his wounds ; 
\ bleeding to death, and do not think I 
furvive him.'* 

:>y feifed the heart of Henry to h^ar the 
e of his beloved Ifabella, and to hear it 
employed in anxious concern for him ; he 
rly aflTured her he was not wounded j that 
blood which alarmed her was her own i 

.and 
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and upon thefe afluranccs, the flream that had 
ftppped began to flow again, and her fenfcs 
grew clear by the revulfion. When her arm 
was bound up, and her nciind became com- 
pofed, her attention was attradled by the dif- 
order of her dreis; furvcying the confufion 
and derangement which her perfon had un- 
dergone, fhe perceived that certain articles 
had been replaced by hands not pradlifed in 
thofe offices, and the fenfation covered her 
with bluflies ; tlie emotion was not ioft upon 
Henry f iie could interpret what Was pafling 
in her thoughts, and took occafion, with a de- 
licacy peculiar to himfelf, to allay and foothe 
her inquietude. She turned a look upon him 
that beggars all defcription j love beamed in 
her eyes, gratitude filled them with tears j 
then having ca^ught a glimpfe of Saunders, as 
he was under cuftody of his keeper, turned 
away with fhuddering from the fight, and fell 
upon Henry's neck, crying out — '^ Oh my 
Henry ! my preferver ! from what horrors 
have ycu refcued me !"- Let thofe that have 
the powers of defcription paint his traafpoita 
if they can ^ I fink beneath the tafic, and re- 
commend it to the reader's fancy, if ever he 

experienced 
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experienced joy like this; if not, I wifli he 
may dcferve it, and obtain it. 

The wretched objedt that had occaGoned 
all this terror now engaged their attention ; he 
had recovered from his fwoon, but (6 wan and 
woe-begone as would have extrafted pity 
from a heart of a (tone j he was fitting on the 
ground, his handjS confined with a bandage 
fwathed round his wrifts s he rolled his eyes 
about in wild diforder, and at laft fixing them 
on his keeper, drooped his head, gave a deep 
figh, and burft into tears. He was now at 
once become as meek and humble as he had 
been outrageous, and reafon Teemed to have 
revifited his mind with fhe return of tempe- 
rance.—" I am a very wretched creature," he 
cried, " and fenfible of my misfortunes, that 
fometimes drive me into extravagancies I 
never fail to repent of: I know it is ^r my 
good that this worthy gentleman ties up my 
hands ; but if he wou'd have the charity to 
fet me at liberty, I wou d convince him that I 
tm not unfit to be trufted with the ufe of 
theni ; if he will not grant me this favour, 
I (hou'd be much beholden to him, wou'd he 
have the kindnefs to remove a few paces out 

of 
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' of fight, whilffi'IJpeak a word iri the Wayrf 
atonement to die gentleman I have offended, 
I have a fecret on my mind, which I am de- 
Crous of imparting to him, and I can affurc 
him, on my honour, I am this riioment as 
pcrfeftly in my fenfes as any man in Eng- 

' land/' 

Here the keeper turned a look upon him, 
which he quickly underftood as a fign for 
filence, and obeyed ; i look no lefs intelligent 
was paffing at the fame morfient in another 
quarter, for Heiiry, fixing his eyes upon the 
keeper's follower, recognized the perfon of 
the aflafTm O'Rourke, and perceiving certain 
indications in the fellow's countenance, which 
convinced him he was right, he faid to him in 
a v/hifper — ^' Don't be alarm'd^ O^Rourke, for 
I fhall not betray you : if you execute this 
melancholy office faithfully and humanely, you 
are in a v/ay to atone to fociety for the crime 
you have committed." 



ChaptbR 
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Chapter XI. 

]^hkb defer ihes. the Effe5ls of that Incident ^ and 
concludes the Tenth Book of our Hi/lory. 

T)0 R Saunders being now removed, and 
^ the operation of the bleeding having fuc- 
cecded in reftoring ITabella to the full poflef- 
fion of her fenfes, and in fome degree of her 
ftrength, fhe declared herfelf able to walk to 
the houfe, and forbade the propofal of fend- 
ing for a carriage, as it would create an alarm 
which could'hardly foil of finding its way to her 
father. With her natural grace and good 
humour Ihe accepted the apologies of the 
keeper of the lunatics, Gordon by name, who 
was very anxious to exculpate himfelf to the 
heirefs of Hagley, and to tender his further 
fervices, if occafion required. In accounting 
for the efcape of his patient, through the ne- 
gligence of his lervant, he took occafion to 
obferve by the way, that a derangement of the 
reafon, proceeding from difappointed love, was 
univerfally experienced to be the very worft 
fpecies of madnefs tl^ humaa nature \^^'s. ^ic^^ 
8 V-^ 
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jcft to i this, he faid, was unhappily the cafe of 
Mr. Saunders, whom he delpaired of as pcr- 
feilly incurable. 

" Alas !" cried Henry, " I pity him from 
my foul : I dare fay his dory is a melancholy 
one, but we will not trouble you to relate ic*^ 
— This he faid as a hint to Gordon,^ that any 
farther difcoOrfe on the fubjeft, in Ifabella's 
hearing, (hould be avoided j and it might be 
in part from the fame motive that fhe declined 
his offer to attend upon her home, relying fole- 
ly on the arm of her protedor for her fupport 
by the way, and leaving Gordon to refume his 
melancholy vocation in the manfion of mifery, 
on the Ikirts of the common, adjoining to the 
park. 

Henry now, for the firft time in his life, re- 
gretted the length of way he had to meafure 
with his lovely but languid charge, and pro- 
ceeded flowly and cautioufly, regardful of 
every motion that might difturb her, and di- 
refting every ftep for her fecurity and eafe. 
With hearts full of gratitude to Providence, 
and glowing with the tendereft affeftion tor 
each other, they walked filently on till they 
reached the boundary of the grove, where 
they came in view of the houfe, upon an open 
5 iawn> 
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kwn, that floped with a gradual defcent for 
the reft of their way. Here they were de- 
fcried by Sir Roger and Do6tor Sandford, as 
they were walking and converfing togedier 
within a few paces of the houfe : the Baronet 
obferving that Ifabella walked flowly, and 
feemed fupported by Henry, on whofe arm 
ihe was leaning, inftantly took alarm, and call- 
ing out to the fervants, who happened then 
to be out of the way, was heard by young 
Sandford, who, bolting out of the hall -door, 
flew to the call.— " Run, I belcech you," faid 
Sir Roger, pointing to the Ipot, " run to Ifa- 
bella yonder, and tell me what has happened, 
for I greatly firar feme accident has befallen, 
or fomc illnefe feiz'd her!"— Whilft thefc 
words were on -his lips, the eager meflenger 
caught fight of the objeft they referred to, and, 
^ fcizcd with the like terror, fprung forwards with 
his utmoft fpced^ whilft Sir Roger, trembling 
with apprehenfion, caught hold of his friend 
by the arm, and ftood modonlefs on die fpor, 
in dreadful expeftation of the event. In the 
fame moment, whilft Sand/ord was ilraining 
every nerve againft the hill, Ifabella, taken 
fuddenly with a giddinefs and lofs of fight, 
had come to a ftop, and unable to keep her 
. Vol. IV. F fut,. 
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feer, had fallen into Henry's arms, who, with 
one knee upon the ground, was fupportlng her 
whole weight on his bread and fhoulder, him- 
felf pale as aflies, and opprefled with fuch 
agony of foul, as to be almoft in the very aft 
of fainting, when Sandford came nnoft criti- 
cally to his afliftance. The houfe-fervants 
meaD tin>e had feen what was going on, and 
taken the ajarni ; a pair of horfes had fortu- 
nately been put to the chaife, and were ready 
in the ftable-yard ; one of the fervants had 
prcfcnce of mind tot order them to the fpot 
immediately, v;hich was as inftantly obeyed. 
During, this operation. Sir Roger remained 
immoveable/ a fpeftacle of pity : Sandford 
faw his diftrefs, and as fcon as ever, the chaife 
and fervants came to the afliftance of Ifabella, 
ran back with all hafte to Sir Roger, making 
figns, and calling out by the way that he had 
good news, all was well, and no 'danger. 
Two fervants had very confideratcly mounted 
behind the carriage, and by their help the 
faint and languid IfebcUa was lifted to the feat, 
and placed upon it as much at her length as 
it admitted of: (he now opened her eyes, and 
caft them round in fearch for her prcferver; 
he was fitting on the groui\d totally exhauftcd, 

and 
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n a fituation, as it feemed, more piteably 
efs than her own. She wo^uld not. move 
Dut him, and he could not. ttir without 
towards her.—" Lay me oh the floor of 
haife/' he ;cricd, " and let me expire at 
eet." — She heard his voice, but luckily 
vords did not reach her ear: at that in- 

fhe flarted into life, and recovered as 
out of a trance; the mift vanifhed from 
re her eyes, and feeing Henry on the; 
md, ftie "conjured him to arife and come to 

in the chalfe. Her father and Dodor 
3ford now approached: Sir Roger's agi- 
>n, though much aflliaged by what had 
I told him, was ftiU very great, and as he 
e up to the chaife, the door of which was 

open, fhe cried out—" Oh ! my beloved 
er, be in no alarm on my account; dif- ' 

your fears for me, and exert all your care 
the recovery of my heroic preferver, to 
fe caurage, under Providence, I am in- 
:e(J for my life/' — Henry was now on his 
, and re-animated with the found of her 
:e, feemed . to have loft his debility with 

terror that had created * it : as he pre- 
ed himfelf to her fight,- Ifabella exclaimed. 

Oh I bleffed be Heaven, my profcftor 
F 2 \\^^%K' ^ 
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lives !'• — Upon thefe words. Sir Roger turned 
a look upon him, m which that excefs of gra- 
. titude, which will not admit of language, was 
fo ftrikingly depifted, that, as he threw his 
arms about our hero's neck, he feemcd to 
give him his whole heart with the embrace. 
His cheeks were wet with tears, he trembled 
and was faint; but nothing could perfuade 
him to avail himfelf of the chaife j he pe- 
rempterily infifted upon Henry's taking his 
feat by IfabeUa—" Go, go," he cried, « I 
will not rob you of the honour you have 
carn'd; "with you the darling of my foul is 
fafe ; take the place you fo well merit, and 
let the fame arm that fav'd my child, fupfx^ 
her." 
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BOOK THE ELEVENTH. 



Chapter L 

Scribes what our Heroine /V, and what we wijh 
our Virgin Readers to he. 

"^HE time is lb nearly approaching, when 
I muft clofc this hiftory, that I am now 
:hc fituation of a man, who, being on the 
nt of parting from friends, in whofe com-^ 
ly he has taken a long and pleafant tour, is 
ious to call to mind any &ults or omiflions 
may have fallen into, that he may explain 
h as will bear a juftification, and aflc pardpa 
what demands an apology. 
To enter on a review of all my errors, is ft 
: above my hands j but there is one, I ap- 
hend, apparently too grofs to be over- 
ked by any of my readers j I mean that of 
;lefting to dcfcribc the perfon of my he- 
le. If this is a criflK» tt b the more un- 
donable, fbrafmuck m 1 cannot plead over^ 
F 3 ^^x 
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fight and inadvertency in excufe of it; I have 
kept her portrait wilfully in its cafe, and not 
difclcfed even the colour of her eyes, or fet 
to view a fingle locket of her hair. 'Fieldmg's 
Sophia had locks of gloffy black, more mo- 
dern novels give their heroines flaxen treiTcs, 
and azure eyes'; there is a faftiion in beauty; 
perhaps nny Ifabdia had neither the jet of the 
raven, nor the ivory of the fwan : I would 
prefix to thefe volunr.es an engraving from her 
portrait, but Henry would not let it out of Ws". 
hands J and our great artifts are. fo fully eni- 
ployed, that not one was at leifure to go down, 
to Manftcclc-houfe to take the copy. 
. Now, as I have not the vanity to attempt 
\n undertaking, which I believe no author has 
yet fucceeded. in, I will not aim to defcrlbc 
what will not bear- a defcription : fingularity 
or deformity may be delineated by the vehicle^ 
<jf words; perfeft beauty eludes the power of 
language. Let it fuffice. for me to fay, upon 
the faith of an hiftorian, that my heroine was. 
ail the moft doating lover, when dreaming of 
Jiis raiftrcfs, fancies .i^^jr .to be, arid fomething 
more than the ^^^^-^jtor"£ t)eauty beholds^, 
when file cxartiines »ngf f^Jf in the glafs. Yet 
in many things Hat fell fhort of fome, whom 
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I have heard extolled above the modefty of 
praife: her eyes could not exprefs what 
their's excel in; when they fparkled, it was 
with benevolence; when they languiQied, it 
was with piry ; they were not rcpulfive enough 
to look a modcft man out of countenance, nor 
actraftive enough to infpire an impudent mao 
with hope> good nature dimpled round her 
UpSj that encafed two rows of pureft pearls, 
but fcorn never pouted in the one, and the 
Cfin of folly never was put on to difclofe the 
ether : her voice wa^ melody that kept the mid- 
dle tones, for it could neither found the pitch 
of an afFedted fcream, nor grumble in the bafe 
note of a fullen murmur: her motions were the 
expreflive marks that charadtered her mind^ 
.compofed and temperate, rage, never agitated" 
them; pride never di Sorted them; light and 
,claftic when (he haftened to the fuccour of the 
VFetchedir>flie ^neitncr aped the languor of 
fjcldinefs, nor the mincing ftep of aiSvftation : 
flie danced gracefully, but not like a proftflbr; 
loved mufic, but was no performer; had an 
,eye for nature, but never libelled a fingle fea- 
Ifv^reof it by pen or pencil: flie had read fuf- 
Jkiendy for her years, and profitably for he;- 
liiflrudlion ; (he cculd exprefs her thoughts in 
F 4 X>^^'iS.l\\^^ 
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fpeaking or in writing clegandjr, and without 
cnibarraffnient 5 but fhe pofleft in its perfec- 
tion, the ftill happier gift of a patient car 
whilfl: others were Ipeakrng, and of a polite 
attention to what they fpoke. Being the only 
child of her parents, the little bickerings of 
brothers and fitters never irritated her .temper> 
nor did the triumphs of a rival ever fan one 
rpark of envy in her breaft : educated entirely 
by an excellent mother, (he had no communis 
cation with governeffes and fervants, nor any 
friendlhips with caballing mifles. That fhe 
was deceived in fuppofing her lieart fo pre-* 
occupied by filial afFeftiOn, as to be unafTaiU 
f.ble by love, thefe flieets have fiffficiendy 
evinced s but when fhe found lierfelf furprized 
into a tender attachment, and fully underflood 
the merits of the perfon who infpired it, fhe 
fcorned to mafque herfelf in falfc appearancesr, 
played off no vain coquetries to teaze and 
tantalize her lover' by affefted fcniplcs and 
counterfeited fears, but with a candour, that 
refulted from her purity of thought, gave him 
to know the intereft he had gained, julUy Con- 
ceiving artifice need not be ufed to fmothcr # 
confellion, which honour dictated, and delicacy 

might arpw. 

F If 
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If I oflfend againft refinement, by defcribing 
an ingenuous nature, I make no other anfwer 
but by an appeal to tjie hearts of my readers^ . 
as in like cafes I have done to thofe of my 
ipcftators : let them decree ! when men of 
doubtful charafters, for doubtful purpofes, ap- 
proach the fair, let the fair refort to their de^ 
fences; I am no cafuift in a cafe of cunning, 
nor am I fond of working to my point by 
crooked paths^ or defcribing the bafe pro- 
perties of degenerated nature. If any of my 
feoiate leaders has been taught to think hypo- 
crify a tfrtue, by the neceflity (he has been 
under of refbfttng to iC| I will not argue againft 
her prejudices for a friend that has been fo ufe- 
ful to her, I can only fay it is not a virtue I 
am ftudious to bcftow upon the charafter of 
liabeUa^ 



Chapter II. 
Amodeft Suitor does not hurt bis Caufe. 

^"IX/E left our heroine in diftrefs, we there - 
V. fore fcize the firft inftant that our hif- 
tory admits of tQ refort to her again^ andnow 
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we find her with Henry at her fide, under 
.cfcort to Hagley Houfe, where we commit 
her to the care of her afTembled friends, with 
every anxious wifh for her fpeedy and entire 
recovery. ^ 

As foon as the fuperintendant of the infane 
patients had feen poor Saunders fecurely cafed 
in a ftraight waiftcoat, and lodged in proper 
hands, he haftened to make his enquiries after 
the lady, who had fufFered fb feverely by the 
"negligence of his people, who had let a crea- 
ture fo wild as Saunders efcape oufl df their 
charge. Intereft and huffianity '<*)njointly 
prompted him to pay thrt mirk'^df r?fj^?l and 
atonement to a perfon who was now become 
* proprietor of the houfe and land he lived in. 
Sir Roger Manftock was acceffible to cvepy 
body, and of courfe Gordon was admitted: 
from him he received the whole melancholy 
detail of Saunders^s cafe, and the pro^dential 
refcue of his beloved I fabella from the dutches 
of a raving maniac, inflamed with revenge 
agaiflft the fex>and probably bent botlKupon? 
violation and murder. What were his obli- 
gations then to the courage and vigour o^Ber 
defender, wlien he heard, with horror thrilling 
through h-3 veins> this awfut narrative of tRe 

danger 
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danger fhe had been fnatched from ! His heart 
ran over with gratitude to Heaven, and ac- 
knowledgments to Henry. 

No fooner was Gordon departed, than Sir 
Roger fent a fummons to our hero, determin- 
ed to difcharge himfelf in fome degree of the 
weight of obligations which prcflcd upon«J^ 
•mind/ by an inftant acknowledgn\ent of hint 
as the fon of his niece, and every offer of am 
tiuircferved friendfliip in future. — " If then Ijc 
demands my daughter," he faid witbip him- 
felf, " can I rcfufe him the pofleflion of what 
he has preferv'd ? CouM, I hold out againft a 
claim fo juft, and drive him who has given her 
life a fecond time,, into the like condition \vitlt 
that wretched maniac?''— Whilftthefe reflec- 
tions occupied his mind, the fervant he had 

'fcqt for Henry, made report that he was not 
to be found, and indeed as. he had not ventur- 
ed upon an intrufion into Ifabella's apartment,, 
it is not to be wondered at that his fearch was 
fruitlcfs. Here his prefenjcje was ftlU indifpenfi- 
ble, for nothing but the chearing fi^lit of her de- 

' fender, and his perftiafive voice, could yet allay 
the tumult of her mind. Conftitucioqs lefs 

: ftrong'than IlabcHa's might have funk entirely 
under fuch a Ihogk 5 the ravage it made in 
; E 6 * Vks 
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her nerTCS was not inconfiderable, and great 
attention was neceflary to prevent further de- 
rangement. Zachary, whofe fervices were 
now in demand; of coiirfc poflponed his jour- 
ney, and paid cldfc- attendance upon his lovely 
jpaticnt. Silence and repoie were the great 
ted only reftoratives in requeftj with this 
View a couch was provided in her dreffing 
rooniy and on riiis was difplayed the &irefi: 
form in creation, whilfl at her iiJe, in penfive 
mute attention to each breath (he drew, fate 
Henry, whilfl: a fervant, polled withoiaif:tte 
chamber-door, kept watch againfl: difturbcrs^ 
of her flumbers. And new the gentle power 
of fleep had vifited her fenfes, defceftding like 
the dove of peace with downy pinions on her 
troubled fpiritj one glinrmiering ray of even- 
ing light fcarcely fufficed to fhadow out her 
form, and on this the eyes of Henry invari* 
' ably were fixt, whilft he heW her hand feft 
locked in his, careful to prevent the flighted 
movement, if it were poffible, even of a fibre 
to awaken her. 

In the mean time, the news had reached 
Doftor Sandford, who, in company with las 
fon, inftantly reforted to Hagley Houfe : 
even Dclapoer himfclif, in the j^oining vij- 

bge. 
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lagc, had received die alarming int^igencci 
magnified as ufual in its paflage^ and he had 
alfo joined the anxious groupe of vifitors to 
Sir Roger. Whilft ftridl order of filcncc was 
obferved through all that region of the houfe^ 
;i^ch was dedicated to IfidKlIa> this groi^ of 
iriends waited the illlie of her prefent reix>& 
<widi -anxious hope^ and Henry's praifes were 
in the mean time the general topic of their 
:difcourfc: even the raodcft diffidence of young 
Saunders was overcome by the warmth of 
their applaufe, and he gave his voice to the 
chorus widi peculiar glee; for he loved our 
young hero, and was beloved by him; he alfo, 
at hwx^e diftance, adored his lovely patroncfs, 
whole grace of giving had the power of 
doubling every b«jnty (he ,beftowed, and 
Sandford's was the very heart to feel that 
grace in its fiill compafs and extent. 

Honeft Zachary alfo jomed the company^ 
he communicated to them with cordial de« 
light the favourable fituation of his patient 
above ftairs, wrapt in foft repofe and guarded 
by the prefcrver of her life. He then ex- 
. patiated very learnedly upon the difmal cffeds 
of fudden frights and perturbations, with the 
4ificmit modes of treating them^ arguing 
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with great difpky of reifon, that no one procefi 
was fo efficacious as the foothing attention of 
fome affe£lionat« perfon beft beloved by the 
fufiering ohge(9r.. In the courfe of this dif- 
cuffion, the learned le6turer got himfelf fo 
completelyentangkdfoiongfl: die fibrous rami- 
fications of the nervous fyftemy that after many 
fruitlefs ftruggles, and as many plunges into 
deeper difEculties, Zachary left nothing clear to 
the edification of his hearers, except that love 
was one of the ftrbngcfl: of the human paffions, 
that the perfon beft beloved was decidedly 
the moft welcome to the perfon loving j that 
,fleep was a grand reftorer of exhaufted nature; 
, and finally, that it was his opinion, the young 
ladyupttairs would fleep the better for Henry's 
.fitting by her, and of courfe that his fociety 
: would forward her recovery. To all thefe 
conclufions, there was not amongft the com- 
jpany prefent one finglc opponent,, though Sir 
• Roger, whilft he acquiefced in thefc general 
: dedudrons, chofe to make, ufe of die word 
gratitude on the part of his daughter,, in place 
' of the broader^ and, perhaps, more appmlte 
^term which Zachary had employed on the 
i^me fubje6Vo ^ . 

1 here, was indeed one. perfon in companji,. 
. /V/ 6 whom' 
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whom long experience of the fatal power of 
love, deep fenfibilit)r of its effefts, and fufii- 
cient eloquence ro have defcanted on that 
topic, qualified to fpe^k what would have 
been worth the attention of the hearers, had 
he been fo difpofed; but fflence and forrow 
feemed to have entire poffeflion of poor Deh'^ 
poeri iftill one rajr of hope cheared the gloom 
of his ideas, and that was derived froiin the - 
profpeft now given him, hj the declared ar- 
tachjtient of Ifabella'to his fon. 
" Doftcfr Sandfbi-d obferved" to Zachary with 
.a fmile, thaftife did not wonder if he had found 
%nft ^iMiiilt)r, iri treating upon love, to pre- 
serve a due^tdrftinftion of ideas, fince it was an 
afiefticn thit (hewed icfelf under fo many 
fymptoms and defcriptions, being in fome 
cafes an aftual difeafe, in others an efFeftual 
remedy. The medicines commonly applied 
for the cure of it, were too often ignorantly 
adminiftered, and' few fathers, he believed,, 
were good* phyficians in their own families. 
" Very true/* cried Zachary, " they deal too 
much in ftrong repellants.'^ A deep figh 
which efcaped from Delapoer, not unperceiv- 
cd by the company, reminded them they were 
«.uching upon too tender a fubjed, and at this 
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moment, to their general joy, Henry entered 
with a chearful air, announcing the good news 
of Ifabella'§ atnen<^njieAt i fhe had waked from 
fleep fo recovered and comppfcd, that he hopecj 
all cffefts froni her, fright would now be done 
fw^y— " Hold, hold," cried Zachary, inter- 
jriq>ting him, f young phyficia^s are apt to 
be too fanguine; old ones proceed with cau^ 
tion : we muft not prpnounce upon the curt 
as perfect, becaufe the fy.rnptorns Int;ermit."— 
Sir Roger fubiiiitted to this dodtrine, and 
though impatient to fee his daughter, fufferc^ 
Zachary to yi^fit her without hifli, 

Delapoer now faw a ftir opportunity ojf 
founding the parties prefcnt, with regard to his 
wiflx of inhabiting the parfonagc devolved up- 
^n young Sar>dfordj he exprefled his inten- 
tion, with leave of the incumbent, to purchafc 
the furniture and cfFeds of the late Mr. Jla^- 
cUfFe, referving an apartment to th^ ufe of 
^ faid Mr. Sandford, affiiring him that what- 
if^cr he laid out, either in that or any oth^r 
way upon ^ the premifles, fhould remain to hj? 
ufe and benefit; and as his life would be re- 
tired and fingle for the reft of his ^ays, there 
would not fail to be houfe enough for them 
both, whilft circumftances remained as thgy 
5 were 
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were at prcfcnt.— " My motives," iaid he* 
*« for wiftjing to end my days in this-ipot ot 
earth which covers all that was dear andf va- 
luable to me in life, arc known to Sir Roger 
Manftock, and I believe I iTuy add, that any 
promifes I engage for with Mr. Sandford, will 
be ^aranteed by this young gentleman now 
fitting befide me, who, by deed of gift, is 
heir irrevocable of all that I am worth. To 
the head of my hpufe, who, with the tide, in* 
herics every thing that ^pertains to it, I Ihall 
bequeath to the full amount of what I have re* 
;pcivcd, my fword and my honour, bpth un* 
tinted and no worfe for the wear* Oji my 
great and early difappointment in life I will not 
Ipeak, for the author of it is gone to his ac- 
count> and the obje6l of it, alas ! is now no mox^ 
One wUh reniains at my heart, which, if I an| 
indulged in, I Ihall pray for fp much life 9f 
may fu0ice for the completion of it; if it if 
refiis'd to me, death cannot come too fuddefl^ 
This I will now explain before the prdfal| 
company, hoping they will fecond my VM^ 
carneft fuit to Sir Roger Manftock ; it is^ that 
I may be permitted to raife fome nwnament 
of afFedlon and refpe^, to the memory of that 
J^eloved perfon whom we have lately followed 
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io the grave, t WQu'd have it a maufolevlni 
feparate and feleft, an4 in fome degree re- 
fejfibling certain edifices of that defcription, 
v/hich I have Contemplated with awful vene- 
ration in the E^. I have mark'd in my 
walks about this place, a location, as I think, 
peculiarly appofite j and I have work'd upon 
ia plan, (for architefture has been my favourite 
ftudy) which I fhall be prepared to exhibit to 
Sir Roger Manftock, when I have his permit, 
lion for fo doing. The workmen and ma- 
terials are within my reach,- the fupcrinten-*- 
aknce of the work will be my tafk, the lift 
melancholy gratification that my forrows will 
admit of.'' 

*" A requefl: fo new and unexpeft^d coming 
lapon the Worthy Baronet in this manner, ern^ 
fcarraf&d him not a Iktles he was at no time 
l^ry quick at a reply,' but now was nr>orc thaa 
Ifr&narily deliberate in arranging his thoughts. 
Wleed a fufpicion had haunted him ever iincc 
ifefifl: converfation with Delapoer, that grief and 
uRI^pointment had in \lb me degree, deranged 
Ms infellefts, and this pr6p6fal of the maufoleum 
•very milch confirnr^ed him in that notion i lie 
therefore fought rather to evade the fuit than to 
fmsfy itj obferving to him, that the manners 

of 
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of* the Eaft were different from thofe of Eu- 
rope ; that in. feme few inftances edifices of the 
lort he defcribed had been eredted in certain 
parts of England, but with an effedt that did', 
riot much recommend them to his taftc; a 
monument attached to a church he had no ob-' 
jeftion to, it had a local fpkmnity, and was 
fcldom vifited by the pbfervcr but at religigus 
feafons, whereas a maufoleum built upon un- ' 
I confecrated ground became, like other orna- 
I mental buildings in parks and gardens, a" 
mere fpeftacle to the curious, ahd was rarely' 
found to imprefs the vifitor with any portion* 
of that .mournful fefpeft, with whkh the* 
founder of it might be fiippofed to have been' 
iiifpired. Befides this, it was to be confidercd, 
that Lord Ctowbery was ftrll living; an<l' 
thotrgfl ^ifl infenfibility "towards the dcceafcd,^ 
. JiacJ been Tuch as to devolve upon her kindred' 
tkofe duties and decent attentions towards her 
remains which properly beloiiged to himfelf]? 
yet this would be an affront that could not fail 
tV provoke his'utmoft rancour, and expofe her 
memory to the worft infmuations. Upon the 
wholes he* thought it a matter of ho fmall 
rtioment,* and therefore fhould not wifh to 
decide upon it haftily. As for Mr. Sandford*s 
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parfonage houfc, it was a queftion entirely for 
the parties concerned to fettle between thcm- 
felves, he could have no objeftion to oppofc 
to a tender of fo generous a fort. 

The projeft of the maufoleum bdng thus 
adjourned, Delapoer retired with Dr. Sandfbrd 
apd his fon, to negociatc the treaty for the 
parfonage, when Sir Roger, finding himielf k& 
with Henry, addreffed him as follows: — 

** The fervice you have this day rendered 
IDC is of fuch magnitudje, as no return of 
thanks on ^y part can fulgciently cxprefsi, 
fxnce there is no objeft in this world {o pre- 
cious to me as the life, .which, under Provi- 
dence, you have been the means of iaving. 
You cannot therefore tax my gratitude above 
the value which I put upon your meritS) and 
of courfc I muft refer it to your own choice 
and arbitration, to name that fevour within my 
power to grant, which will make you happy 
to obtain, if any fiich there is ; confult your 
wiflies, Henry, and let me know what it is I 
can do to recompencc the prefcrver of ixtf 
daughter." 

" The firft and. grcatcft favour you caiiL 

bellow upon me," replied Henry, " is the af- 

furance of your pardon for the feeming dupli- 

• ' city 
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city of my cohdu6t, in keeping fecrct the af- 
finity I have the honour to bear to you, and 
the prcfumptuous love that I have harboured in 
my heart for your adorable daughter. Obe- 
dience to the irijundfcions of a tender parent, / 
compeird me to filence in ' the firft cafe, and 
'nature over-rul'd the confcioufnefs of my own 
unworthmefs in the latter; for how cou'd I 
approach Mifs Manftock, and be infenfible to 
licr perfeftions ? how cou'd I fee her and con- 
verfc with her without furrendering myfelf up 
to love and admiration ?" 

** If my pardon,'* faid Sir Roger, " be all 
you have to afk, you wou'd indeed name a 
very flight return for a very weighty obliga- 
sdon : but let us talk in plainer terms i by par- 
don, I prefume you mean confent and apprb- 
bationj when you defire me to pardon you 
for loving my daughter, I fuppofe I am to 
tinderftand it as a model): way of afking me to 
•give you my daughter." 

Henry blu(hed and was filent. — " Why, 
truly," refumed the Baronet, " your diffidence 
makes a ftop without difcovering an excufe 
for it, for whilft you fcruple to demand my 
daughter, you do not hefitate to fecure her 
affcftions."— '* If-fuch i» my happy fortune,'* 
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replied Henry, " the intereft I may have with 

her is all the merit I can claim with you : to 

her then I refer my caufe, in her is all my 

hope/* 

Here a meflage from Ifabella to her father 
called him fuddenly away, and cut fhort a con- 
ference that was becoming very critically in- 
terefting to our agitated hero. 



Chapter III. 
Love is the grand Specific. 

T ir T H I L S T Sir Roger Manftock attended 
^^ the fummons of his beloved daughter, 
Delapoer had brought his bufinefs to a con- 
clufion with the Sandfords, and had fet out on 
his return to the parfonage: damped and de- 
preft in fpirit by the chilling reception he had 
met with from Sir Roger, in the matter of his 
projefted nlaufolcum, he turned in his thoughts 
every mode his imagination could fuggeft for 
.combating the objefticms he had heard, and as 
appearances towards the noble but unworthy 
widower, fcemed theftrongeft and beft founded 

bars 
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bars to his popofal, he brought himfelfi aftqr 
long debate and meditation, to the romantic 
refolution of fetting out forthwith upon a 
fecret expcdirion to Crowbery Caille, there to 
demand an interview with the Vifcount, and 
cither by reafoning or other means, if reafbn- 
ing would not ferve, to return with fuch au- 
thority for commencing his operations, ^ 
ihould fatisfy che delicacy of Sir Roger Maa- 
ftock with refpeft to oppofition from that quar- 
ter. Thus determined, he put himfelf in order 
of march with all poffible difpatch, and taking 
with him a faithful fervant-in his poft-chaife, 
left a note for Henry, fimply^ informing him 
that he Ihould be abfent fjr a few days upon 
particular bufincfs, which he would explain to 
him at his return. 

In the mean time Sir Roger vifited his 
lovely daughter, and had the happinefs to find 
her in a ftate of fuch ''feonvalefcence as pro - 
mifed him a fpeedy and complete recovery. 
His converfation with her was tenderand gra- 
tifying in the extreme, for he talked of Henry 
in terms of the higheft approbation,^cknow- 
ledging his obligations to him with a warmth 
of gratitude and affcdion, that encouraged her 
to throw off all rcferve in fpeaking of her at- 
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tachment. To this, in the fame ftrain of can- 
dour, he replied, that he had fcen entmghto 

* certify the faft, which (he confefled to, and 
therefore any attempt to vary from it would 
be highly difmgenuous. It was natural, he 
owned, that (he ihouW be thus partia^I to a 

* man fo amiable in mitld ind perfon, and what 
miift that heart be, he faid, which Was not 
lenfible of obligations fo important as thole 

' fhe owed to Henry ? Far be it then from him 
to oppofe her inclinarions : with two fuch me- 
lancholy ' inftances frefhly impreffed upon his 
mind, he (hould not riik thjB fatal confequences 
of exerting his parental authority to prevent 
her union with the man of her heart, fo long 
' as nothing could be urged to the impeachment 
- of his charafter. But as time, which was 
both the friend of prudence and the teft of 
truth, muft now of neceflity' intervene before 
their conneftion could take place, he flatter- 
* cd himfelfi that in decency to the deceafed, 
neither Henry nor herlfclf would take means 
to fliorten it by any abrupt determination 2 
' let the fcafon of mourning run out its full date, 
' during which he ftiould impofe no iUibend 
' rcftraint upon either of them, no lefs confiding 
in Henry's honour than in her difcrctipn.*— 
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^ My doors,** he added, /J will never be (hut 
againft the prefcrver of my Ifahella, till I fee, 
what 1 hope and truft will never occur, fuf- 
ficient reafons for fo harfh a meafure.'* 

To this Ifabella made a^fwer, that her re^* 
coUe&ion did not ferve as to all that had pafTed^ 
but Ihe well remembered, in the midft of her 
terrors, clinging to the breaft of her defender. 
** 111 his. arms I fought for fe^ty, and I found 
it; in that terrible moment, the impreffion of 
whofc horrors will never be efFac'd from my 
memory, he oppofed himfelf to the raging 
phrenfy of my aflailant, and fnatcht me from 
a fate too terrible to think of. Eyen now my 
imagination is haunted by vifions, which no- 
thing but.his prefence can difpel ; when he is 
abfent darkncfs fails upon my fenfes, with his 
appearance light retlirns ; and (hou'd he leave 
us, I Aiail never know happinefs or healch 
again." 

The agitation whichaccompanied thefe words 
fo alarmed her father, that he befeeched her to 
entertain no fuch defponding thoughts, but 
affurc herfelf that Henry would continue 
where he was till (he was in a ftate to travel, 
and Ihould attend her even to Manftock 
Houfc, if ihe wiflied it. With thefe affurances 

Vol. W. G Q\^ 
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ihe Teemed pacified, and Sir Ro^r, willing to 
prevent any further irritation, took the oppor- 
tunity of Zachary's coming into the room quiet- 
ly to flip out of it, and retire in good time. Za- 
chary foon perceived that her fpirits had been 
4ifturbed, and wiflied to prefcribe fomething in 
his own way to allay them, advifing her at the 
fame time to folicit fleep, and exclude dl com- 
pany from her chamber. — ^^ Ah ! my good 
Sir," (he cried, " how widely you miftake 
my cafe : fblitude is my terror ; I know not 
when I fhall be able to encounter it^ I have 
a horrid image continually before my eyes, 
and no one but he, who refcued me from the 
reality, can fortify me againft the Ihadow. 
Till I am fatisfied that Henry is in the houfe^ 
and that he will not leave it, I can never reft." 
— Zachary affiired her that he was in the 
houfe, and would have been ere now at the 
fide of her couch if he had not in the moft 
peremptory manner protefted againft it. — " It 

' is not to be told," he added, ^^ what difficulty 
I had to perfuade him to ftay away from you.'*' 
—"I hope then," Ibe replied, " you will for 
my fak^, as well as your own, never attempt 

^ that difficulty any more : why fhdu*d I refbiat 
to art, when nature tenders me a ready cure P 

What 
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W-hat I may be brought to in time I know 
not, bat I have not yet loft my fenfes, an^i 
therefore, dark rooms and foporific dofes do 
not apply to my cafe/* ; - 

Whilft ftie was yet fpeaking^ the roon^ c^oor 
was gendy opened,- and a ray off light from 
one glhnmering tapet ftrilang. pn. the perfon 
of HenryJ' prefented an objecS: -p her fight 
worth all the recipes on Zachafy's fild . T{^p 
Doftor faw the change that inft^tly tpok place 
in the countenance of his psctient ; joy now il- 
luminated her lovely features, the blood once 
more ^owed in her checks, and Z^hary exr 
claimed — " Well, my f^ Lady, if fuch cufes 
can* be per form'd : without the> Doctor's help, 
*tis time for me to kave oiF ^e pi^fqflian^. 
lifliall begin .to chink; that j^hyfic, is ;mene 
quackery, and a dofe.of .whafj, the heart ilave^ 
beft worth all the compopiiii? in -thg qhyir^iflt'jS 
lhop.**T-This faid, he .retir€4Lj T^Wft Hw^y 
approached with; cautiotis -fteps ^^ thiq loyely 
convalefcent, -gentlyj ^taking Iw^r^jljand,' which 
was held out to him, whilft Jhe faid— " Dpn't 
be any longer alarm'd-about me, I (hall foon 
recover all the unpleafant efiFeds of; tl]is day's 
miladventure, and itrD^mjber none, but fuch as 
gratitude to » my pieferv^r have ipnplanted: in 

G 2 \xv^ 
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my hciart fot ever. Oh! Henry, furc k was 
my guardian atigcl broiight you to my refcuc 
^t that dreadftil moment, and endowed you 
with nerves to combat a creature, whofc 
pRrehfy ftem'd to furhifh him with fupema- 
tural ftrengtfi. How loft beyond redemption 
I had; be^n but for youi Surely you will not 
fcaVc me in this difmal place, where I can 
lodk on nothing but what revives the fpene of 
my terroris; furely you will return with us to 
Manftock ; it is ntiy Other's wifh j 'tis my re- 
queft: what fays my Henry ?'Vv 

To rfiis tender pedtion Henry replied with 
«qual tcndernefs, that he was her*s, his whole 
iieart ^a^ devoted to her, and that he was pre- 
pared to obfey every wifli of hcr*s, though Jt 
fliould iaipofe upon him the fevcreft trial, and, 
not like the prefent one, flatter him with a 
prof^cft of the higheft happinefs he could re- 
ceive that of bciug allowed to attend upon her 
in ^hofc prdence only he could be (aid to live. 
Whilft h^ repeated this, he gcndy preffed her 
hand, which he ftill heW to his hreaft, fondly 
regarding her with a look of foftefl pity and 
affeftion 5 a fyrppathetic glow of challe de- 
light beamed on her blulhing face ; her eyes 
^witnefTcd the animating plestfure which thefe 

endearments 
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endearments gave her; and whcer fhe law hini^ 
wacchfiil of her emotions, and preparing- aes. fhe 
thought to withdraw himfelf through fear pf 
difcoinporing her tranquillity^ fhc fmfled» an^ 
laid — ^* I perceive you have been cucor'd by * 
our Dofbar ; Zachary has perfuaded you that, 
you ought not to be here f but he is no phy- 
fician for the mirid; and you, (Oh Henry I 
why Ihou'd 1 blu(^ to own it 1) you arc the 
mafter of thofe fprings which feed mj heart 
with life and health ; at your touch they mpre % 
iji yQurprcfencc I revive; when ypu abfent 
yourfeU", they ftop and relapfe intp delpair/^ 

Whilft fhe was uttering this^. Henry was 
ftruggling to reprcfe his tranfports y wkh dif- 
ficulty he refrained fronri throwing himfelf at 
her feet ^ but recc^efting in the inftant all tlic 
dangpr of; her fituation, he checked the ardour 
of his paffion> and with as much compofure a» 
he could fummon on the fudden, reaffured her 
of his inviolable attachment, promifing to be 
ever ready at her call, attentive to all her 
wifhes, and refolute to devote his whole life to 
her fervice. — " Only be composM,'* he cried % 
" let me but fee this gentle bofom reaflume 
its peace, and all thefe tremors vanifli, who 
Chen, will be fo bleft as I ?'' — ^^ I perceive,'* 
G 3 \ V^ 



i26 HENRT. 

Ac repHed, '' that you regard me wkh pitf, 
as a being deprived of reafon, and one who, 
according to Zachary's regime;i, lhou*d ~bc 
kept irr folftiid'e andfilencej it may be fo, I 
am fenfible I wander in my thoughts beyond 
the bounds of reafon or difcrction, for grati- 
tude perhaps betrays me into too much warmth 
of language, and fenfibility in th« excefs re- 
fembles madnefs ; if fo, I muft fubmit, and 
ybiiniuft treat me as my malady requires-y 
fttU I will hope* that your compaflion' fome- 
tinies^wiU prevail with you to vifit me in my 
affliclk)n, and if you find that by your procefs 
rny' diforder is aggravated; not relieved, per- 
haps you then will think it time to try what 
contraries may do, and favour mc with.Oiore 
incTulgehdes.** 

' A deep drawn figh, accompanied by tears, 
fucceeded to this fpeech; her head funic upon 
her breafl:, and fhe feemed furrendering herfelf 
up to an agony of grief, when Henry^, no 
longer mailer • of himfelf, and cut to the heart 
with her conftruftion of his referve, caft hirii- 
felf on his knees, and enfolding her in his 
arins, gave vent to all thofe fond and ardent 
proteftations, which with difficulty he had 
hitherto fnppheffed : the a6l and the effe6V, like 

thofe 
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fliole of eleftricity, were inftantaneous ; fo 
quick fhe caught the fympathy of his tran- 
fports, it fcemed as if one foul had animated 
both, the gloom that hung upon her fpirits 
vanilHed in a moment, her mind becarne col- 
ledled, and joy difFufcd fmiles over her beau- 
teous countenance. Such was the magical 
tranfmutation love wrought in the mind and 
perfon of our fair heroine ! To follow them in 
their convcrfation any further is a. talk _we 
Ihall nor undertake j the language of lovers is 
apt to be too broken and defultory for regular 
detail, ^nd their imaginations a little too vo- 
latile for Ibber hiftory; there is alfo more of 
a<5tion in thefe fcenes than can well be brought 
into dcfcription, and if attempted to be de- 
fcribed, are they not open to mifconftruftion, 
which might wound the purity fo charafteriftic 
of thofe perfons, for whofe honour we are truly 
zealous? Let it fuffice to fay, that though 
love reigned in both their hearts, honqur kept 
guard over one, and innocence was inherent m 
the -other; refpeft tempered the paffion of 
Henry, virtue herfelf might have acknowledg- 
ed the fenfations of Ifabella. 



XLV^K.^-. 



12^ HENRK 

I 

/ . 
Chapter I V^ 

Rajh Enierp-izes are apt fo mifcarrj. 

"XTT'HILST Henry and Ifabella were 
^ ^ thus enjoying the blefllngs of a vir- 
tiious mutual pafiion^ Delapoer^ the melan- 
choly raarty? of vet U!ifortuna!e attachment, 
like a wounded veteran worn out in the fcr* 
vice of an ungrateful raaftcr> was purfuing his* 
pefifiive progreis towards the habitation of the 
Vifcount, Peep and dreary weje his medi- 
tations by the way, and not one word efcapccj 
him to the humble compianion of his- journey :r 
his mind continually pondered upon the ob- 
jc6l of his expedition, and variov^ were die- 
fpecches he compounded and decompounded 
for the event of their meeting. In all thef^ 
refcntment was a prevalent ingredient> and the 
bitter drug of an inveterate averfion to the 
worthlefs pofleflbr of his loft and lamented 
treafure, tainted every compolitioa he devifed^ 
Nature liad given' him, logether with a fair 
and comely perfon, a moft hind and courteous. 
difpofKion, but the cruel Rings of difappointed 
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Ipvt had feftered io his bolbm, whilfl: his 
travels and campaigns in an unhealthy clioiate 
had haftened- on a premature old age^ and 
renderedihim feeble and xiecrepid at> tirpe of 
Mfc when many others enjoy themfelves iiv 
ftill health and vigour of conftitution. We 
have klready ftated the condition he was foun4 
in on board the prize by Henry, and his r^icue 
fix>m that dangerous crifis : grief for the loft 
of Lady Crowbery had fince preyed upon hina. 
infucha manner,, as not only to redu.gghis 
feeble conftitution.in an alarming degree, but^ 
in fomc rncafure to impair his mental faculties,. 
of which this chimera of the maufokum, and 
the journey he was taking in confequence of 
it, w«re no flight fymptoms: his thoughts, by 
dwelling, perpetually upon one fingle objeft,, 
nendered him. ftrange and infenfiblp to,' all 
other matters,. anc|^vwithal fo vehement and' 
pertinacious in the purfuit of ^jis favouritei 
medication,, that neither reft, nor food, nor tjie; 
calls of health,, could awaken his attention;, 
and in.fpite of all the remonftrances of his; 
faithful fervant,, he prefled forward on his jour- 
ney, though he was evidently iinking^ tinder 
fatigue, and at t\\t farne time exhibited ili:ongi 
fymptoms of a fever haftily coming on. .. 

,G 5 Tlvcfe 
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Thefe indications were no longer dubious at 
the conclufion of his journey, and as his chaifr 
entered the village of Crpwbery, the delirium 
had gamed ^upon hitti to fuch a degree, that he 
was no longer capable of giving orders to the 
drivers whfere to go, much lefs of executing 
the purpofes of his. expedition. The reader 
may recolleft a certain public, houfe on the 
village green, under the fign of the George 
and Dragoon ; this being the only houfe of en- 
tertainment in the place, thither the drivers 
Gondufted our travellers, and there they ftopt. 
It fo chanced that Ezekicl Daw was at this, 
inftant perambulating the aforefaid green, en- 
joying the frefh breeze of the evening, and his 
cuftomary pipe, when curiofity led him to the 
alehoufe door to enquire who the ftrangers 
might be,' and probably the idea that his friend 
Heniy would be found in the chaife had .a 
(hare in that curiofity, for fure enough the 
thoughts of that good creature- were at that 
very tinr^e employed ia meditating upon our 
hero, whofc abfence his kind heart very, fe^- 
oufly regretted. ' * ; 
" Delapoer was ftill in the chaife, and Martin 
his fervanc in great diftrefs how to dilpofe of 
him, when Jplzekiel coming up to the door, 
> * difcovercd 
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difcovered the perfon of the reputed Mr, 
Smith, and no fooner heard, and indeed faw, 
the fad ftace he was in, than with thecompal- 
fion natural to him, he claimed acquaintance 
with the wretched invalid, and immediately 
direfted the drivers to conduct him to the 
houfe'of Sufan May, where he promifed him 
a kind reception, and all poffible care and at- 
tention . proper for his fituation. This was 
gladly accepted by Martin on the part of his 
matter, and executed without delay. Ezekiel 
jlirode acrofs the green with fuch , fpeed, that 
he was at Sufan's door, and had warned her 
of what wa$ coming, before the carriage got 
round and drove up to the gate. Benevolence, 
tfiat glowed in Ezekiel's bofom, was no lefs 
warm in thole of Sufan and her mother s at 
the call of pity both parties turned out upon 
the inftant, and as the chaife ftopt, both with 
the fame hofpitable voice welcomed the ar- 
rival of their diftrefled and fickly gueft.^ Whilft 
the women prepared a bed for .him, Martin 
and ^zekicl lifted him out of the chaife, and 
with the aid pf a proper cordial from theftore- 
clof&t of Dame May>fav.ed him from a farnt-. 
ing fit- 
As foon as they had ^ot him into bed, and 
G 6 "^\wA^ 
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provided all things neccffary for his comfort 
and accommodarion, Ezckiel advanced to the- 
bed fide, and' having felt his pulfc with due 
folemnity and deliberatioir, drew Martin afide,. 
and in a low voice faitf— ** Of a trtJth, frifnd,^ 
I difcover Very ugly tokens of a febrile quality? 
in the pulfe of this poor gentleman,., to whdm» 
I prefumc you ftand in near degree of friend-^ 
ihip or affinity, feeing yotr have exhibited^ 
proofs of fo nFiiich care and folicitude about: 
his pcrfon.'' — Martin replied, that he was the 
gentleman's fervant, but no lefs attached tor 
him than if he had th« honour of being his re- 
lation.— " Be it for be it fe!" quodi* Eze- 
kieli "there is honour due unto all men, who^ 
fulfil the duties of the ftation dtey are in^ 
however humble it may^ be ; and I perceive 
thou art not one that contcntetfc himfelfwkh^ 
cye-fcrvice only, as fomc are too apt to ren- 
der. Let that pafs therefore, and to the 
poirit, which being no lefs important than that; 
of the life or death of a fellow creature, dc- 
m^ndeth brevity and qmck diffwtch. I have 
tiiyfdf a fmattering in the medical art (I ipeak 
humbly as becometh me).. having been early 
trained to wield the pcftle, and compound the 
drugs of a country praditioner df no mean 

ivote'i 
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jiDte I BtitT prefume not to undertake a cafe 
of fuch danger and. difEcultyi as I much fear 
liih will be attended with y at the &me time I 
Jnow notmiiither to rdbrt for better advice 
in this prefling emergency, fot the iEfcula* 
jnus of oup parifh. is abfent at this prefent^ 
and the fubftitute,, who officiates in, his ftead;, 
Alexander Kinloch by name,, warrants not 
any great eulogium from me,, feeing I cannot 
witnefs to the fuccefs of his practice in.gene-^ 
rali ineandour I wou'dfay- more, if in <oni*^ 
fcience I was not cheek'd from uttering an un*- 
truths had Alexander Kinloch been^ a cobler 
or a butcher,.! wou'cj perhaps ftrain a point to 
lecommend a nei^bour^ but in the (kill of 
die phyfician depends the lafeiy of the patient^, 
and therefore it is that I Ipeak not in his 
praife : to be Ihort,, he b a very felf-^onceited: 
fhallow fellow^ wilful as a. mule, and ignorant asf 
an afs, and woe betide the lick that comes, 
under his, carej. where he enters^ death, is at 
the door !" 

" What then- is to become of my poor 
matter,**, replied Martin, 'Mftliis is all h^ is 
to looTc to ? Have you no phyfician within 
reach ?'*— '^ We have had Do6tors in the 
neighbourhood," faid Ezekicl, " but our coun- 
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try is fo healthfulj that it has ftarv'^d them all 
Qut : in feft, tlijere is little or no employ for 
any :but bone -^fetters : and man-nnidwives. 
Therefore, if I may advifc, we wrll let nature 
halve her courfe for this night, which with 
good nurfing,. and the attention of thefe kind 
women,, w^ may hope will pafs well with oUr 
patient, ^and to morrow we wilt confult what 
more may be done for Mr. Smith's relief and 
aceommodation,"— ^^ Smithy did you fay ?'* 
demanded Martin, " my matter's name is De- 
lapoer, the Honourable Henry Delapocr, fon 
of the late Lord Perridennis,. and brother to 
the prefenti a gentleman of noble family and 
great fortune, acquir'd with high reputation 
and long fervices in the Eaft Indies."—" Say 
yau fo ! fay you fo !" interpofed EzekieU— 
*' Arv^ be aflur'd," added Martin, « he is not 
a man. to let thefe your kind offices go unre- 
warded, if he lives to. come to a fenfe of 
them: my matter (Heaven preferve him !) is 
of a noble fpirit, and lets nobody ferve him 
for nothing." — " What tell you me of his 
Ipirit," cried the preacher, drawing himfejf up 
into the ftifi^ctt of all human attitudes ; ** there 
be others,, who have as much fpirit as your 
nratter, and who will not allow of any recom- 
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pence to be made for the cpmnion offices of 
hofpitality and humanity, which they have both, 
the mind, and the means to deal to thofe who 
ftand in need of theit affiftance ;, but I excufe. 
thefe fentiments in you> which, had they beea 
fboner made knpwn to nie, I fhou'd not have 
miftaken. your conditioii as I did^^"— Here- 
Martin finding, he had roufed thcpride of his 
hoft> began to make apologies> which he had 
no fooner done> than the fpirit of the good 
creature was inftantly allayed, and with many 
friendly cxpreflipns, and a hearty fhake by the 
hand, he . aflured him every idea of offence 
was totally done away ^ and as he felt, per- 
haps, that more refentment had been fhewni 
than the^ occafion warranted, he fet about to 
qualify appearances, by telling Martin that 
there was not a man in the kingdom lefs irri- 
table or captious than himfelf j every body 
that knew him could witnefs that his patience 
and forbearance were notorious to a proverb, 
io long as his motives were rightly under- 
ftood; but as to them, he prefumed every 
well-meaning man was naturally and laudably 
fenfitive; for to do eye-fervice to God, and 
take wages of Mammon, was to make a ftalk- 
ing-horfe of religion, and, in his opinion, a 
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To^ ic ^.^«x::.vx , i: ^K^ icMKs rf BO finall 
TBparsagEKXs 'fc^^ol ^m%isrt iss MHjAtr to that 
riacr> i\jt: -,;^ ^^irrcJar r^^cwpe ot irfae was: 
a?c irii^rj^^cc ^'\ iu>^^rr«5, ^ wierftood fo 
■axa 600 %id« iiiic.cjpcc i^ by the way;, 
*s » &(£rre k 5ud r^t^MCtf to the Lord. 
Crowbery in pencn,, w:-:h whom his mailer 

<^emcd very eager to !uve an interview. 

^ Enough faid," quoth Ezekiclj « his buft-^ 
nifn litth with the Lord Vifcountat the caftle, 
iMh\ h\% fpccd betokencth the momentous na- 

uire 
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nire of that bufinefs: I do recognize his per- 
fon heretofore in thefe parts, when be pafs'd 
himfelf upon me under the name of Snnith :: 
there is a myftery at the botto«i> that I am not 
carioi^ to pry into: ncverthelefs> friend, it 
feemeth right unto me, that the Lord Vifcount 
ihould be apprised of his ariival, and alfo of 
the malady, with which it hath pleaftd God ta 
vifjc hincH' that fa the aforciaid Lord Vifcount 
may ^id and affift us in this extremity with his 
counfel> and thereby It^itcn our refponfibility 
in cafe your mafter fhou*dAdie, which truly I 
do- greatly fear will be the cafe/* 

Having fa> faid> and no oppofition being 
made on the part of Martm, Ezekicl ftalked 
away> and with hafty ftrides bent his courfc to^ 
wards the caftlc 



Chapter V.. 
Bellumy Pax rurftcm.. 



^npBE party we left at the caftle,. confilU 

ing of Claypole and his niece, with the 

Lord, of die manfion,^ bad paflcd thtir time in. 
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tlieif accuftomed retirement, and received no 
addition to their nunnber from the curiofity or 
civility of their neighbours, for the unfocial 
qualities of tlie Vifcount were well- known to 
all the gentry round about him, and none of 
them loved or relpei5tcd him fufficieptly to pay 
him an uninvited vifit. Amongft^he various 
caufcs in nature/ which tend to corroborate or 
impair an attachment, we are not curious to 
fearch for that partrcular motive which had 
operated to the evident abatement of his 
Lordfhip*s paffion for Mifs Fanny, but fo it 
was, that his ardour had con fide rably cooled 
of late, fo as to excite {bme uncafy fenfations 
in the mind of the fagacious unele^ and at 
certain pmes emotions of indignation* and 
refentment in the tender bofom even of the 
lady herfelf. Perhaps it would have been 
pioident' in this fair creatuie,. whofe perfonal 
charms were her chief, if not her only,, recom- 
mendation, to have hufbandcd that refource, 
with a little more oeconomy s but as her uncle 
had on his part been as prodigal of advice, as 
iTie had been of favours, it may be prefumed 
he overafted his part, fo as to force her into 
meafures direftly contrary to what he recom- 
mended. Certain it is^ that flic did not lov.e 

the 
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the Lord Crowbcry, and therefore we may 
conclude feme paffion ftood proxy for incli- 
nation in her connexion with that perfon- 
age } whatever this was, (he followed it as 
a guide to matrimony, though by fo doing fhe 
very much diflented from her uncle's policy, 
who frequently objeded to her in the vulgar 
phrafc of the common faying, that fhe had put 
the cart before the horfe. 

It fo happened, that whilft Ezekicl was on 
his way to the caftle, meditating as he walked 
on the addrcfs with which he purpoled to in- 
troduce himfclf and his 'bufinefs to the noble 
Vifcount, a tete-a-tete between his Lordfliip 
and Mifs Fanny had taken place, in which 
fome little afperiry had mixed with matters qf 
a fweeter quality, that young lady having taken 
occafion to inquire of his Lordfliipywhat pre- 
cife tinne he had fixed for making good his 
promifes, by prefenting her with a coroner, 
hinting in modeft terms, that this was rea- 
fonably to be looked for before (he returned 
the favour, by prtfencing him with an h^ir. 
Amongft various excu'es v/hich the Peer had 
ready at hand to palliate his delay, the recent 
death of his lady was infifted on in a manner 
that provoked Mifs Fanny to advance a fey 
truths vpon the meannefs of Vvj^ocu^^ \ -jSxs,^ 
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fo public a breach, Ihc obferved> between htm 
and Lady Crowbcry, the world could not ex- 
pcft even die fcmblance of forroAv on his part ; 
that if he had meant to treat her memory with 
rcfped, how came it ta pafe that he f^^ilcd to 
Ibe.w it to her remains, but configned them to 
her uncle for burial ? She could not therefore 
regard his plea of her recent death in any 
other light than as a palpable pretence to 
evade an aft of honour and juftice^ which it 
would be more manly in hin) to difavow at 
oncej and boldly face the confeq^uences of his 
breach of faith, than meanly fritter away both 
her time and patience with apologies and ex* 
cufes that were aa frivolous as they were falfc* 
And what was this Lady Crowbery, for whon% 
he held himfelf thus bauod to iacnfice to ap'? 
pearanccs ? Upon what terms did they Kvc I In 
what temper did they part ? 'Did he ftir one 
foot from his door to accompany her on her 
way, when (hf departed from his houfe a dying 
woman ? Had he any love,, or rcfpeft, or even 
pity in his- heart towards her^ then was the 
time to Ihew it 5. but it was notorious he had 
not i and it was alfo»as well known who had; 
It was no fecret to her at Icaft, that Henry 
tfee adventxire? was the object of her fondeft 

ai&ftiani 
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afitftion ; that he embarked on board Captain 
Gary's fhip for no other purpofe but to give 
hfcr the meeting at Liflbon,- that when that Un- 
dertaking failed, and illnefs ftopt her ftiort at 
Falmouth, there he joined her, there he re* 
ixewcd thofe uninterrupted attritions, which 
cheered her dying moments, and in his arms 
ihe fondly breathed out her Jaft expiring figb. 
r-" Damnation ! Madam," he exclaimed, 
*^ do you think I - have no feelings, that you ^ 
fport with them fo unmercifully ? Do you think 
I have no fenfe of honour, of revenge ? Can 
you fuppofe that villain fhall efcapc my venge- 
ance?' And is this a time to talk of marri- 
age ?" — " Say, rather," Ihe replied, " is this 
a wife to mourn for ? As for revenging your- 
felf upon her favourite, if that be your ferious 
purfuit, no fear but you will find it ; Henry is 
not a man to avoid an open enemy j if your 
Xordfbip has tlte :^irit, he will give you the 
opportunity."—" 'Sblood ! Madam, do you 
tJoubt my fpirit ?"— « Till I have better proof 
of your honour, I do doubt your fpirit ; but 
as I am perfuaded Henry will foon return to 
thefe parts, your Lordfhip may foon put that 
matter, out of queftion, though I Ihou'd rather 
ikink youir firft difcullion ought to be with 
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your Lady's firft love, Mr. Delapoer, who I 
underftand to be returned to England, fraught 
with the treafures of the Eaft, and loud in his 
inveftives againfl: you," 

*^ Againft me," cried the Peer, fenfibly 
alarmed : ".what has Mr. Delapoerto do with 
tne ? Becaufe he^thought fit tarun away with 
her before marriage, am I tot be call'd to 
account by him after her cfeath:? If I am to 
fight my way through all her Jovers, I had 
need have more lives tharuonc for the under- 
taking. By the alacrity you exprefs in num- 
bering up my opponents; I fhou'd almoft fuf- 
peft you took pleafure in my danger/' — To 
this ilic calmly ,repdicd, ^* I only warn you of 
your c^ger, my LbrdV which is the office of 
a friend, and trufting to yowr courage, take an 
early opportunity of putting you upon your 
guard* I* have a correfpbndent who has in- 
formed me of fojme . particulars that perhaps 
:yoti are, unappris'd of; I am- told that Mr. 
Delapoer- had a meieting with ygtir Lady k 
Falmoiath, and that > lie pa£d the doleft and 
fondefl attendar4ce upon her in her lalt.illnefs ^ 
1 hear alfo fhat he- was prefent at her funera^ 
and pemairrs iticonfoiabk for her death ; I fbr- 
tlicr undei Hand, /that ^ ho. fpeaks ofypu-wJtti 
. / * lefi 
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Iqfs refpciSl than any man of fpirit will permit 

his charaftcr to be Ipoken of; in Ihort, my 

Lord, I Ihoird not wonder if a man, whofe 

blood is fir'd with the heats of India, and who 

-avowedly, imputes to you the death of the ob- 

jeft fo dearly lov'd, and fo deeply lamented, 

ftiall be found capable of any meafures, how 

violent foever, or how ra(h: nay, truly it 

wou'd not much furprife me to hear his name 

announc'd to you this very evening, as my 

fcrvant tells me there has been a chaife and 

four poft-horfes arriy'd in the village not an 

• hour ago, and that the travellers were receiv'd 

into the houfe of Sufan May, which, in your 

late friend Blachford's time, wou'd hardly have 

hztn open'd.to vificor^ at that hour,, and pf 

that defcription."— Whilft Mifft Fanny was 

thus ^eaking,^ the vifage of Lord Crowbery 

became ruefully aghaft; he ftruggled for 

words, but pafljon and pride, ftopt what fear 

and cowardice would have ditlaied. > At laft, 

after many efforts, and mucl> ridiculous gefti- 

culatioh, he; made, fhift to rnutjer- out afew 

broken ientenpes, by which nothing was tg be 

underftood, bp^t that he believed fhe was ia a 

league with thcfe affanins to attempt; his life. 

With 
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With a fmile of inefiable contempt, (he re- 
plied, " I am not in any league againft yow 
life, for if I am injur'd, I know how to redrcfi 
myfelf againft the villain who betrays my tqn- 
fidence and violates thofe prbmifes he has em- 
pl9y*d to feduce my virtiie. Let fuch a faidi- 
Icfi wretch tremble at my vengeance i de- 
fertcelefs as I may fcem to be, I have a fpirit 
that will not ftoop to infamy, and a hand that 
can execute the merited punifhment on the de- 
filer of my virgin honour/' 

This ranting menace, uttered with all the 
emphafis of a tragedy- heroine, might have loft 
irs effeft at any other tinie than the prefcnt> 
when his Lordftiip's nerves were very much 
deranged from various caufesj but nov it 
was heard with terror ; and when Ihe rofe from 
her feat with becoming dignity to .make her 
exit, the fpiritlefs and quivering lover earneftly 
requefted her not to leave him in anger, for 
that he was ready to obey her wifhcs, and give 
her every poffible proof of his love, honour, 
and good faith. This atonement made lier 
features foften into kihdnefs, and whilft ihe 
tendered hrm her hand in token of forgivenefs, 
die declared hcrfelf ready to ftand by him in 
4 aU 
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sJl' difficulties and dangers, and make comnioii 
<raufe ag^inft every impertinent that tfiould 
offer to annoy him. 



Chapter VI. 
^AnbnmhU Tifitor meets a haughty Re€0fHm 

^"TpHE terms, that fear extorts, cunning 

'^ comnionly find$ means to evade. Lord 

Crowbery had all the difpofition in life to-e?:- 

tricate himfelf from his embarrairments with 

^ifs Fanny, and all the regret that heart could 

feel for having raflily involved himfelf in them. 

The peace he had patched up was of courfe a 

dubious one, but at the prefent moment it 

Was convenient. 

A feryant now entered the room, and re- 
ported to his Lord, that Ezekiel Daw was ia 
waiting, and requefted to be admitted up^on 
bufirieTs of importance. It was one of thole 
ill-timed ftrokes that take a man in the 
moment of his weaknefs. . My Lord might 
ceruinly have refufed admiflion to a poor 
neighbour of Daw's condition, but Mils Fanny 
Vol. IV. H haa 
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had inftantly given her voice in the afiirma- 
tive, and for him to revoke it was to fubjeft 
himfelf to greater inconveniencics than his 
confirming it might lead to. It is probable 
that the idea of Delapoer ruflied upon his 
mind, when he heard the -name of Ezekiel 
Daw; but a thoufand other trifling matters 
might occur to bring that good apoftle to hi^ 
door, who was ever bufy in the interefts of 
his poor neighbours, and forward to ftand forth 
as thcir^ advocate with the rich and mighty. 
Having therefore put the previous queftion of 
*' What docs the fellow want with me ?*' and 
received for anfwer from the fervant, that Daw 
would not communicate his bufmels; thecau* 
tious Peer direfted his mefl&ge firft to Mr. 
Claypole, defiring the fevour of his attend- 
ance, and then permitted him to teH Ezekiel 
that he would fee him for a few moments. In 
confequence of thefe orders, the Reverend 
Mr. Claypole and the undded field-preacher 
entered the audience-chamber, where fate the 
lord of the caftle and his lady eleft, nearly at 
the fame moment. 

Ezekiel nude his reverence, and was told 
todeliver himfelf of his bufmefs in as few 
words as poflible. ** I doubt not,** replied 

the 
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-tfic preacher, ^ that time is precioifi to your 
Lordfhip, who fo well knows the ufes of it ; 
and I Ihall therefore intrude no further on your 
patience, than a brief recital of my motives, 
^or foliciting the honour of this audience will 
of neceflity invoke. Benevolence, my Lord, 
as this Reverend Divine can teftify, is a virtue 
ivhich— " — " We do not wifh to hear you 
expatiate upon," faid Claypole, interrupting 
iiim ; *^ let brevity for once be your virtue, . 
Ezckiel Daw, or patience will not be our's, 
and you will be difmifs'd without a^ hearing*" 
— " Reverend Sir," replied Ezekiel, ^^ I will • 
be brief, and not put any virtue of your's to a ; 
trial, that might perchance be too hard for it. ' 
This is my bufinefs— A traveller hath this 
evening arrived in our village, who npw fo* 
journeth at the houfe of Sufannah May, of 
whofe coming I held it as my duty to adver- 
tife the Lord Vifcount Crowbery/'— '^ And 
what is that to me?" cried ihe Peer, fenfibly 
alarmed. — " My Lord," replied Daw, "I 
humbly conceive it is fo far forth appertaining . 
to you, forafmuch as the gentleman, whole 
name is JDelapoer, a perfon as it fcemeth of 
high birth and noble family^ incontinently 
feeketh your. Lordfhip, upon bufincfs perad-» ^ 

H 2 venture 
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venture of no flight imporrance, feeing he hath 

travellM with unremitting fpeed, to the great 

detriment of his health, and at the imminent 

peril of his life j which, if I have any fkill in 

prognoftics> now draweth faft to a conclu- 

fion.'* 

At the name of Delapoer my Lord turned 
pttk, and was vifibly in great perturbation: 
the information with which Ezekiel concluded 
his fpeech, was of a more welcome fort. Ral- 
lying his fpirits, he affumed a haughty tone, 
and demanded of the preacher, if he knew 
tkc nature of the bufinefs that Delapoer pre- 
tended to have with him. To this it was re- 
plied, that he knew it not, nor was the poor 
gentleman himfelf in a condition to make it 
known, having arrived in a high ftatc of fever, 
which had feized his brain, and deprived him 
of his fenfes. — " And where are your fenfes,*' 
faid Claypole, who knew enough of Delapoer's 
ftory to unravel the whole myftery, *' to come 
on fuch an errand ? What has my Lord Crow- 
bcry to do with Mr. Delapoer and his deli- 
rium? Let Kinloch, or Dame May, or any 
other old woman of the place (yourfelf for 
ii^lance) put a blifter on his head, or nurfe 
your patienc after any other fafhion you think 
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fit; we have neither do<5tors, furgeons, nor 
apothecaries in, this family: I am aftonifli'd 
you have the afllirance to intrude yourfelf up*- 
on his Lordfhip and the company prefent with 
fuch a tale." — " If I am guilty of an indeco- 
rum in conaing hither,'* faid Ezekicl, " I 
Ihould expe6t your Reverence wou'd be the 
lirft ico find pardon for my error, feeing it can 
ipring from none but Chriftian modves of be- 
nevolence and charity. The ftranger, wh6 
now languifhes on the bed of ficknefs, might 
draw comfort, from the prefence of a noble 
^perfon, whom he has fought with fuch avidity § 
and that noble perfon (parckm the prefump- 
don with which I fpeak it in his hearing) 
might feize the joyful opportunity of fuccouF* 
ing a. fellow creature in the hour of dif^ 
trels." 

This faid, and no anfwer given, Ezekiel 
made his humble obedience and retired. Clay-* 
pole, who bore him an ancient grudge, did 
not (pare him on the occafion, calling him an 
officious, candngj^^mcthodiftical rafcal. Mifl 
Fanny, who faw her prediftion verified fo un- 
cxpeftedly, kept her eyes upon the Peer, fe- 
credy enjoying his confufion, whilft he main- 
tained a fullen lilence, perfuaded that the 
H 3 ^\tf5«» 
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whole had been a plot of her devifihg, and more 
than ever determined to efcape out of her 
hands : for this purpofe, he foon retired to his 
library for medication, where it occurred to 
him to write to his coufin Captain Grpwbery, 
whofe afliftance he forefaw wojjJ^HSeneceflary 
to him on many accounts, andpn whofe cou^ 
rage and counfel he could firmly rely. A 
fliort letter, requiring his inftant prefence, being 
written and difpatched, he foupd his mind 
confiderably more at eafe ; and to cover his 
defigns, carried himfelf towards Mifs Fanny 
and her uncle with more than ordinary cordi- 
ality and good-humour. Claypole, though a 
cunning man in the general, was fo efFeftuaUy 
blinded by this finefle, and by the report hb 
niece made of the refiilc of her lafl: alterca- 
tion with his Lordfhip, that he confidered her 
as Vifcountels elefl", and his labours crowned 
with fuccefs. He commended her very highly 
for her fpirit, and obferved, that fear operated 
on her lover's nature as the more powerful 
paffion of the two 5 but no ftnatter for thati fa 
long as the obje6l was attained, he would not 
quarrel with the means. He hoped Delapoer 
was not abfolutely in a dying date, but of that 
he was determined to fatisfy himfelf very 

fpeedily. 
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fpeedily, for he regarded him, under the prcfent 
€ircumftaiicesy as a Very lucky inftrument for 
quickening his Lordfhip's meafures, which he 
fliould take the firft fair opportunity of pro- 
moting, by fuggefting z temporary feceflion 
from Crowbery^ during which the knot might 
be fecretly tredy and not only the appearances 
of precipitation avoided, but alfo the interview 
with Deia^poer, that -he feemred fo much to 
dread: to thefe ideas Mifs Fanny on her part 
very cordially affented. 

When Ezekiel arrived at Sufan* May's, he 
had the fatisfeftion t6 hear that Mr. Williams^ 
the furgeon, had furprized them with a vifit, 
and was then in attendance upon the fick per- 
fon. He had obtained his difcharge from hi* 
fliip, and was how come, upon Zachary*s in- 
vitation, to give him the m(^eting upon the 
fpot, and adjuft the preliminaries of their 
treaty for the fhop and trade. Nothing could 
be more critically fortunate for poor Delapoer, 
than the arrival of this intelligent young nm^n, 
who had already rendered him fuch fervices, 
^nd made himfelf fo acceptable to his patient. 
As for Daw, who eftcemed Williams, and de- 
fpifed Kinloch, his joy was exceflive j and it 
was with fomc difficulty Sufan May. prevented 
H 4. \icK\. 
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him from rufhing into the fick man's room te 
tell him fo. In the mean time, a bed was ap- 
propriated to Williams in her houfe, that he 
might be near at hand and within call at all 
hours, for he had already pronounced upon 
the cafe of his patient as extremely dangerous. 
Hi^ applications however had fuch cfFe<5l, that 
before the night was paft, Williams had the 
fatisfadlion to fee a change of fymptoms, that 
augured favourably, ^nd was recognized by 
Delapoer, with marks of joyful furprize ai^d 
fatisfaftion. The meeting between Williams 
and Ezekicl was very affe£l:ionatc, nor did hh 
friend Sulan feil to give him a reception per- 
fedly kind and cordial. When he ftatcd to 
thcni die ohjc£t of his commg, they were re- 
Jpiced tp h^ar there yns fo fair a chaji<:e of his 
fettling amongft them, to the cxclufiop of Kin- 
loch ; and in truth Williams was deferyedly 
beloved by all that knew him, being a young 
man of moft gentle and engaging manners, 
in perfon very agreeable,, and of a well-in- 
jbrrtied undcrftanding, with every thing that 
could recommend him in the line of his pro- 
feffion : at fuch times and feafons as his pa- 
tient did. not need his attendance, he gave 
the whole detail of his adventures by land 

and 
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and fea, fince he had quitted Crowberyr 
but in a more particular manner he recited 
every thing that had paflcd from the time that 
Henry had joined the frigate. This was the 
moft interefting part of his ftory to Ezekicl 
and Sufan, who liftened with admiration and 
delight to the animated pi6lure Williams drew 
erf* their heroic friend, and which he coloured 
to the height, with every warm tint that truth 
could give, or valour and humanity deferve. 
Whilft this was in relation, Ezekid's glowing 
fpiric would break forth into rapture and ex- 
ultation 5 ever and anon he would fpring from 
his feati ereft himfelf into a martial attitude, 
and thunder forth his applaufes, forgetting 
fometimes his accuftomed fobriety of fpeech, 
and launching forth into apoftrophes of tri- 
umph, which, if they did not abfolutely a- 
mount to a breach of the ftatute againft fwear- 
ing, were yet but hair-breadth efcapes froo^ 
the penal letter of the law. Sufan's fine eyes 
meanwhile expreffcd the tendereft fenfibility 
of foul, now dropping tears of fympatl^y, now 
gliftcning bright with tranfportj emotions that 
cannot be thought to have efcaped the pene- 
trating obfcrvation" of the narrator,—^ — '^ T 
H 5 knew;* 
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knew,'* exdaimed Ezekiel, in one of his rhap- 
fodies, "that my boy was brave. It was I, 
and I alone, who firft difcover'd the innate 
integrity of his heart i albeit, he was then op- 
prefs'd under a cloud of accufations and ap- 
pearances of guilt : it was I, and l alone, who. 
ftept forth in the defence of innocence, and 
►oppos'd my fingle voice in arreft of condem- 
nation, againft a torrent of overbearing wit- 
neffes : this good dame, I confefs, took pity 
on his corporal fufFerings, and, like the chari- 
table Samaritan, pour'd oil and wine into his 
wounds : I do not aver, take notice, that it 
was identically oil and wine which (he admi- 
nifter'd, but it was fomething as good, and 
ferved the purpofe (he intended by it; the 
allufion is not lefs appofite, becaufe it is not li- 
teral i Heaven will confider the mind, and not 
-fcrutinize the medicine. He was guiltlefs, and 
we refcued him ; friendlefs, and we protefted 
him ; hungry, and we fed him ; had he been 
in prifon, I wou'd have come unto him even 
there, for my bowels yearned towards him in 
chriftian charity and compa(rion : and now, 
behold he is brave, he wieldeth the fword 
againft the enemies and blafphcmers of his 

' faith; 
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faith i he fighteth valiantly in the righteous 
caufe of his king, his country, and his God. 
Who wou*d not do the fame ? who wou'd not 
die in fuch a glori6us conteft ? I wou'd fon 
one.— But out upon it ! whither docs my 
paflion hurry me ? Do I Jiot forget myfelf ? 
have I not a calling that warneth me from 
deeds like thefe? Am I not a preacher of 
peace?" 

Here Ezekiel funk down in his chair, con- 
founded and abafhed, whilft his lips moved and > 
his eyes were turned upwards in fecret ejacu- 
lation ; which Williams obferving, 'kept filence 
for fome few minutes, and then, watching his 
opportunity, threw in a few confolatory re- 
marks," by way of qualifying his felf- reproach, 
which will be found, by thofe who think ft 
worth their while to fcarch for them, in the 
fuccecding chapter. 
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Chapter VIL 
JFlrJi^ Love Jinks deep into the biman Heart. 

*^ JAM forry, friend Daw, that you fliou'd 
^ fcem for a moment (o retra<ft the fentir 
meius and cxpreflions which my recital dre>v 
from yw. What is fo natural as to exult in 
the beroifm of a friend ? I proteft t;o ypuj 
though my profeffion has namore to do wit^ 
the aftual operations of the battle than your's 
has, yet my hearf glows for my countrymen, 
when I hear them applauded for their valour j 
and as to this adtion which I have been relat- 
ing to you, though our viiSlory was not great 
in its TOnfequences to the natiort at large, yef 
none cou'd be more glorious to the brave 
hearts who obtained it; in which, let me tell you, 
our gajlant young friend diftinguilh'd himfelf 
in a moft confpicuous manner. Had you but 
feen him, as I did, when he brought-Tom 
Weevil to the cocTcpit to be drefs'd, you 
wou'd have owri*d you had beheld the peifed: 
\nodel of a real hero; fuch a countenance,'* 
(here he turned to Sufan) ^* never in my life 
i did 
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did I look upon the like; why^ 'twas what 
ve may form to our fancies for the pidku.re o( 
Achilles j fuch fire in his eyes, but then it wa$ 
tempered with fo much pity and confideratioa 
for thje wounded ' objeiSlK who bad iadeed a 
moft defpcrate cut acrofs the cheek, that he 
had got in the boarding—^ — •." 

At thefe words Sufan ihrunk back in her 
chair, and put her hand before her eyes, whiMt 
Dain? May eagerly demanded if |^or Tom 
Weevil was killed, t<i which Williams, an- 
fwered, that 15 was; a mere fl^ffe WQundj irt no 
degree dstngerous, and which was juft fufficient 
tjo leave an honourable fear upon his Ikin : he 
then, addreffing himfelf to Ezekiel, proceeded 
;o fay—*' You, Mr. Daw, andth^ good Dame * 
here prefent, have (bn^ie experience of thefe 
matters, but you can have ^ttk if any qon-* 
ception of the horrid cafes we have to deal 
with during the carnage of an a<9iori. Of this, 
howevt^r, we will not fpeak in the prefcncc of 
Mrs. Sufap, whofe tender heart is ill fuited to 
fiich defcriptions : the virtues of Mr. Henry 
if^ill be a more pleafing fubjedt to her ears, and 
of thefe the catdbgue would be in a manner 
inexhauftiblc." Whilft he proceeded to re- 
count a yai;i$}ty qC anecdotes to die aedit of 

Hcjuy, 
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Henry, particularly his humane exertions for 
Mr. Delapoer, who was found a prifoner on 
board the enemy's fliip, and alfo his kindneffes 
CO himfe'if in the negotiation with Doftor 
Cawdle, he read the heart of Sufan in her 
countenance, and perceived, that whilft he was 
praifing Henry, he was" recommending him- 
felf, for this her eyes declared with a fenfibility 
that could not be miftaken. Firft impreflions 
arc not e^fily obliterated; Williams's, foft 
heart had felt thofe impreflions early in life for 
Sufan, then in the firft bud of beauty : time, 
that had matured her form, had improved her 
charms, and though there was ibmething for 
delicacy to ftumble at in the hiftory of her ad- 
ventures with Blachford, yet there were fuch 
mitigating circurnftances to fet againft it, that 
he began to feel in himfelf a ftrong propenfity 
to wave ^ all refinements, and revert with ar- 
dour to his firft paflion. We have already 
faid, that a more alluring pcribn than Sufan's 
was hardly to be met with; we may now add, 
that a more fufceptible heart than Williams's 
imuft have been a rare difcovery in nature j if 
therefore he- was not eafily revolted by fmall 
dangers, ;t was a confequence of his being 
operated iq)on by ftrong- attraflionsv When 
^ u . they 



they were boy dnd girl under the fame roof^ 
every minute they could rcfcue from the 
duties of their iervice they devoted to each 
other ; at a playfal age their love was merely 
fport and playfulnefs j as time advanced, op- 
portunities were more greedily fought, and 
more ingenioufly improved; inexperienced 
youth is prone to curiofity, and the dalliance of 
the fexes is fure to be progreflive ; in the path 
of pleafure there is no paufing- place, upon 
which the foot of the novice can reft even for 
a moment's recoUeftion. So was it with this 
fond pair ; they had no Mentor at hand to 
break the ipell ; Jemima was herfelf no edi- 
fying example to Sufan ; Zachary was no ri- 
gid moral mafter to Williams ; prudence was 
not the reigning virtue in Sufan's charafter ; 
felf-denial was not the beft attribute that Wil- 
liams had to boaft of: as their meetings be- 
came more delicious, fo they contrived to 
make them more lecret ; ftill they were fub- 
jc6tcd to repeated interruptions, and the inno-** 
cence of Sufan was frequently indebted to the 
petulance of her miftrefs for its timely refcue : 
but fortune is not fuch a friend to virtue, as 
to work miracles for its fake; and if there is 
nothing but chance to fave a poor damfcl from 



a iiilc -fj-Ty I jsi j^jol dkfre is but litde 
CTiinrr isf zs^ bdzg ^»«^ st a^ In a foit 
SIC jV^^g Tircntrsr^ Si:£m% preceding ge- 
sics bcfzg i-inra ca kis poft, and love alert 
acd wsicrid, V^ v'l^rrrs, ii^ msttideJ to her 
ikamkisr^ Z2^ vszxksc zbe ciuifcfa's ian£bion, 
w:2s a' ~~'"Td ia a^ die priTilcgcs of a huf- 
baod. 

FunrsT cr^oraDents arc kldotn Icfs fleeting 
tinn rhej ought to be* Oir lovers were fbon 
difcovcrcd in tfaeir meciLigs, and the conle- 
qucnce was thdr inlbint kparadon. Williams 
went to feek his fortudc at fea, and Sulan ftaid 
on Ihore to bewail his abfence: not that he 
left her like a man^ who runs away from the 
mifchief he has committed ; on the contrary,^ 
b? tendered to her every recompence in hia^ 
power, but nothing canoot be divided, and 
the proffered indemnificadon was of courfc 
poftponed tiU better days fhpuld enable hira 
to invite her to a better fituation^ During 
the whole of his peregrinations, no rival, ever 
detached his heart from its firft love ; he kept 
in faithful remembrance all his own promifc^ 
and Sufan*s favours, anxious to feize the firft 
moment his good fortune might prefent to 
him for fulfilling his engagements. Three 

years 
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years had now pafled away whilft he had been 
beating the round of fervice, with little other 
gain than of experience in his profeOion. He 
-was now at the age of twenty-three, and Sufan 
had fcarce completed her nineteenth year, and 
within that period events had occurred, wliich 
ftand recorded in this hiftory, that in one 
fenfe favoured their union, and in another dif-- 
couraged it ; but the explanation Henry had 
given him of Blachford's treachery in the cafe 
of* Sufan*s fedudion, had qualified his repug- 
nance, and converted into pity what would 

eile nave oeen avcruon ana contempt I?. iS 
mean time, her perfonal attradtions were in^- 
proved by years, and hi§ fenfibility not abated 
by abfence i the only ftruggle he had now to 
fuffer was his dread of beii)g thought a mef'- 
cenary fuitor (for the balance o( worldly 
wealth was ftrongly pn the fide of Sufan) and 
his difcovery of an impreflion in Henry's 
favour, which feemed to him to be paramount 
to all things elfe in her remenribrance. Of this> 
however, time and future obfervation could 
alone give him the neceflary aflurance j and in 
the mean while his attendance upon Mr. De- 
lapoer would in a manner occupy his whole 
lime, and be a fufficient excufe for his delay 
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in entering into any converlation with her, 
that might draw him into a premature difcuf- 
fion of what was pafling in his thoughts. 

Whilft matters hung in this fufpenfe, the 
Reverend Mr. Claypole, impatient to be in- 
formed of Delapoer's real fituation, and, if 
poflible, to gain fome light into his bufmefs^ 
called at Sufan May's, and ntieeting with Wil- 
liams, was not forry to hear that his patient 
was no, longer in fo defperatc a ftate as was at 
firft apprehended. As to the derangement of 
his fenfes, concerning which he was parricu- 
^krly inquifitive, Williams naturally told him 
•that there was no mental debility in Mr. De- 
lapoer, except what was incidental to hi^ fever, 
and even that was confiderably abated. Did 
he know, Ctaypole afked, what particular con- 
cern he had with the Lord Crowbery^ that 
''had brought him in fucTi hafte into thofe 
parts ?— To this Williams replied, properly 
enough, that it was out of his line to pry into 
thofe matters i but candidly confcjffed, that he 
could coUeft enough from the rambling >dif- 
courfe that his patient would at times ftart 
into, that there was fomething on his mind of 
a very irritative as well as interefting nature -, 
and it was much to be wilhed that fome con> 

moa 
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mon friend of the parties could feafonably in- 
tcrpofe' for the prevention of extremities. 
Claypole, rightly conceiving this to be pointed 
at himfelf, faid, that for his own part he had 
no commiflion to enter upon the bufinefs ; and 
being a perfect ftranger to the gentleman 
above ftairs> as well as to the motives of his 
difcohtent> he fllould by no means chufe to 
thruft himfelf ofEcioufly into an unwelcome 
office, but wait till he fhould be called upon> 
When his beft endeavours, as a friend of peace, 
would not fail to be forthcoming. With this 
profeflion he broke up the conference, and re- 
turned to the caftlct . 



Chapter VIII. 



When Parties underfiemd ^ each other rightly y 
Bufinejs advances rapidly. 

TT was in the evening of this day, whilft 
* Ezekiel was engaged with his pipe, and 
Dame May employed in affairs of the family, , 
that chance threw Williancis and his friend 
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Sufan. together in a moment, and after a man- 
ner fo pointedly commodious for a tete-a'titt^ 
that they mud have been ingenious indeed to 
have found means of avoiding it, without be- 
traying more difmclination towards each other's 
company, than either of them in reality pof- 
fefled. The fick man was afleep \ Sufan had 
taken up her work j Williams was feated be- 
fide her ; the parlour-door was fhut, and the 
hour was facred from interruption. 

Sufan kept her eyes upon her work; WiU 
liams direfted his upon her j both parties were 
cmbarrafled, and neither could at once find 
courage to orcaic nlcncr. A kind of prepara-* 
tory hum, like the tuning of an inftrument, 
befpoke an effort on the part of Williams, 
this produced a rcfponfive note in ynifon from 
Sufan, who at the fame time raifed her eyes 
from the objeft they had been ftxt upon, and 
guided them in that direfbion, as to clafh with 
his by the way \ a foft and almoft impercep- 
tible relaxation of the mufcles, which none but 
a lover's fenfibility of perception could have 
conftrued into a fmile, ftruck courage into his 
heart, as an invitation to hope, and the words 
found way: — " 'Tis a long age, iq my account 
gf time, fince we parted,'* faidWilliams. — *^ And 

I doubt 
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i doubt you have fuffer*d a great many hard- 
fhips in that period,'* replied Sufan. — " Many 
people wou*d have thought them fuch/' he re- 
joined i " but where the whole foul is engrofs'd 
by one over-ruling -affliflion, lefler evils are 
fcarcdy felt." — ^ That is true, indeed," fhe 
replied ; "if fuch was the ftate of your mind, 
Mr. Williams, you might well be indifferent 
to fmall inconveniencies, when fo great a for- 
row poffefs'd you altogether." — " What cou'd 
be more afRiding,'* he faid, " than the cruel 
neceffity I was under of flying from one I fo 
dearly lov'd ? Truft me, my dear Sufan, it 
Was a heart-breaking feparation, and that no- 
thing but the hopes of cftablifhing myfcif in 
fome fuch way of bufinefs as might enable me 
to fulfil thofe engagements towards you, which 
I ever held as facrcd, cou'd have fupported 
my fpirits through fuch a length of time j and 
fuffer me to aflure you, my fweet girl, that my 
heart has been fteady to its firft love through 
all changes and chances; it has been ever, 
your's i and if I hefitate at this moment to 
convince you of its fincerity, it is becaufe for- 
tune has made your fcale fo much heavier 
than mine, that I might perhaps be thought 
to ad from mercenary motives^ an imputa- 
tion 



i«6 . H E N R r. 

tion which I difdain and difavow from itijr 
very foul.'" 

" That is an imputation/* fdd Sufan, ** I 
Ihall never make againft you. But alas! thofc 
very advantages I have gain'd in point of for- 
tune muft be regatded by you, who know my 
hiftory, as infuperable objeftions to any views : 
you might otherwife have had. An unmarried 
mother will never be your objed: in an ho- . 
nourable light; and neither you nor I have any 
longer the plea of inexpef icnc'd youth to excufe 
our frailties, as once we had." — Here ihe caft 
down her eyes, and yielded to a fufFufion of 
bhifhes, that fo captivated the enamoured 
heart of Williams, that by an irrefiftible im* 
pulfe he caught. her in his arms, and, in a 
^tnanfport of love, fmothered her with carefles. 
A negociation conducted upon thefe terms was 
not likely to be very tedious between parties 
fo tempered as Williams and Sufan May, — . 
^^ I proteft to truth,^' he cried, " that the 
wrongs you have fufFered from that villairfous . 
feducer only render you more dear to my 
heart, and more lovely in my eyes, inafmuch 
as they add pity to afFeftion, and infpire me 
with the moft ardent defire to ftand forth as 
your defender againft all the world, who fhall 

dare 
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clar^to breathe a word againft your reputation. 
By my foul, Sulan, if I could fktter myfclf 
that your heart was untoucht by any other 
paflk)n,than diat which I firft planted in iti if 
I.cou'd believe that no happier lover, fuperior 
to me in every point, had effaced the impref- 
fion I once made on that dear bofom, it is not 
all the injuries that Blachford, or a hundred, 
fuch as Blachford, couM accumulate upon you 
wou*d hold me back one moment from your 
arms. No, no, I have no fuch principles by 
nature, nor have I learnt any fuch amongft 
my country's brave defenders on the fea, as. 
ihou'd induce me to defert the girl that Has 
favour'd me with her confidence, becaufe I 
found her either plungM in the extremeft po- , 
^erty, or fuffering under undcfcrv'd dilgrace." 
One of the kindeft glances which Sufan's 
fafcinating eyes could bcftow, witnefled the ef- 
feft, which this gallant declaration had upon 
her heart: it was a fignal of fomething more 
than hope to her happy lover, and produced no 
•common returns of gratitude from him— but 
it has been more than once made known to 
the readers of this hiftory, that we are no 
dealers in defcription ; to recite what is faid, 
ib far, at Icaft, as it refers to the elucidation of 

4 ev^^ts^ 
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events, is all that we undertake for; it,muft be 
left to 'imagination to fill up the fccries with 
aftlon and duitib (hew. After an interval, in 
wliich, t!iOiig!i the parties were filent, the bu- 
finefs did no^ Qeep, Sufan candidly explained 
to' Wiiiiams-the nature of her attachment to 
Henry, g'ving him a brief but fair account 
how it arofe, to what length it reached, and 
"Where it ftopti and this account had a farther 
claim to his entire belief^ inafmuch as it per- 
feftly accorded in all points with what our 
hero himfelf had told him in their converfa- 
tion on the fubjeft. It was natural that fuch 
a.perfon as Henry's fhould attradt attention; 
it was impoffible that a nature fo animated as 
Sufan's Ihould overlook it. But as honour 
forbade her to accept his hand, when the hu- 
mility of his fortune might have tempted him 
to offer it, fo the change in his circumftances, 
and the attachment he had formed, were now 
become fuch inluperable bars to hope of any 
fort, that all danger and delufion were totally 
at an end : it was clear that nothing had oc- 
curred which Sufan had caufe to regret, and 
tKat nothing could occur which Williams had 
ariy reafon to fear. Doubt and miftruft being 
Aus removed, and a mutual gpod underftand- 

ing 
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ing eftaj^liijieci with ^folute confidence in each 
ptji^r's hpnour, WiUiaips rf^cwed hi3 former 
vows, ai)4 S^fan fp,rypje4 not to confefs her 
fQ^mer likii^ : if \fc had the privilege of thp 
CQt?>ii: poet, who ma^ps marriages a momentary 
j^firi^, we woyld qoug^e tl^eft lovers iq thof? 
feply bpnd^: wi^pijtlQfe of time, and the rather 
J>qcau(ie wp ^e npt perie^tly fare but that diey 
flught ^Q have been rp^rri^d, pr adted a^ if 
jbcy had b^^r> ii>?fri^d; but alas.! we hif- 
f^j^ian? are tied down, to forms, aqd- d4re not 
^q them viplence, thowgh they might not b^ 
fp fcupuloufty regarded by thofe, whom we 
haye ^p;this;nK)ment fpund occalion to bring 
(together on the fceqe. Let it be reipembered, 
hp.wever, in the wiy of paUiation, that there i^ 
np: mpnient fo ^axjgerows tp female difcrction, 
iipfte fp favourable to an ardent fuitor, as thjat 
in which firft love is renewedt 

O Nature, whom alone it is my deftiny tQ 
follow, virhen I attempt to paint the charadters 
of my fellow-creatures, why wilt thou not al- 
ways lead me through pure and unfoiled paths, 
in the way that rmoft wifli to go, fetting up 
a mark at every retting place for morality ta 
ftcer by, and prefenting no one objeft to my 
view but what throws a luftre on the hiftory of 
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man, and rcflefts a bright example to that por- 
tion of poftcrity that fliall chance to read it? 
Why wilt thou compel me to record the frailties 
of thy faircft works, thou mother of all na- 
tions P^How often have I combated thy obfti- 
nate authority to the length almoflrof rebellion 
itfelf, whilft I have been perfuading thee to 
acknowledge fome unfriended outcafts from 
^ Ibciety as children of thine own! What is it 
I have not attempted, in my zeal to reconcile 
thee to the fufFerers by prejudice ? But thou 
ftrt capricioufly ingenious in devifing models 
for thy academy, which are dafhcd with 
blemiflies fo cunningly interwoven into the very 
cffence of the work, that he whft aims to mend 
a part mars the whole. In copying thy pro- 
duftions, fo faithful n&ft be the hand of the 
imitator, that every blot in the original muft 
be reficfted in the tranfcript. 



Chapter 
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Chapter IX. 

Stmt People preach over their Liquor. 

f 
Ti^HILST fleep was refrcfhing the ex- 
haufted faculties of Delapoer, and love In 
poffeffion of the whole foyl of Williams, Eze- 
kiel-s pipe was out, and his meditations at an 
end; the fire he had kept up in both quarters 
was burnt down to the e.mbers ; and as he wai 
conriing from the next door, Sufan, who kept 
a good look-out againft a -furprize, adjufted 
her apartment, and put hcrfelf in proper trial 
to receive him. 

O woman! woman! thou art a curious 
compound of fincerity and finefle, of candour 
and running ; alert in thy refources when dif- 
covery threatens, feeble in thy defences ^yhen 
temptation aflails thee! Love, thou art a 
traitor, an incendiary, a thief, on whom the 
bardeft name I could beftow would be a term 
too gentle for thy unutterable wickednefs: 
all the world knows thee, yet more than half 
of it trufts thee to their coft : though they call 
thee a god, it would ciifgrace the very devil - 
1 2 \5x^^ 
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himfelf to claim kindred with thcc. There 
is Sufan, for inftance, to whofe virtues I 
would elfe have con&cratjed the faireft page 
in this immortal hiftory, would have been a 
mirror of all hvman excellence but for thee, 
thou infinuating imp ! 

*' Heyday!" exclamed the preacher^ look- 
wig her in the fecc as Ihe met him at the par- 
low doorj ^* what a change is here in thy 
Countenance, daughter of mine ! I ihou'd 
guefs thou haft fome extraordinary good news 
to tell me by the livelinefs of thine eye, and 
the lyftre of thy complexion, I5 thy fick 
gueft on the recovery ? Hath our friend Wil- 
liams chear'd thee with the glad tidings of his 
convalefcence ? And truly he alfo doth appear 
very fenfiWy exhilerated. Why this is well, 
my children! this is as it fhou*d be ; thi& is the 
feaft of the fouJ, which confcience ferves up 
to us when it brings into review the good 
deeds we have been doing. This is. the fruit 
lof love, my girl, of that love I have often re-- 
commended to thee, as yielding the moft r^r 
turous gratification to the fenfes; joys, in which 
thou mayft indulge without flint or remorie: 
no fear, my gogd child, that thou fhou*dll be 
latiatcd with thefc enjoyments, for they ar£ 

congenial 
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igcoial to thy nat>jre, thcjr flow from thy 
levolence, and in fharing them with thy 
Dw-creatures thou fulfilieft the great pur- 
e of thy creation. And thou, friend Wil- 
ris, art a young man of goodly parts and 
lowmencs } thou haft done Well in thy vo- 
ion, working the good work of love in con* 
Slion with thiis hofpitable damfcl, and corn- 
ting her kind heart with the timely efforts 
thy fuc'cefsful Ikill and experience in the 
ret powers and energies of nature, with 
ieh gift I do pronounce thee to bein n<ll 
linary degree femifh-d and endowed; and 
)py is it pot only for the ftrangcr above 
rs, but for all our neighbours, that thou art 
nc to refide and praftifc in thefe parts, 
(W then we wiU fit^dowa and rcjoicfc over 

rcflrdion of a weU-fpent day, whilft the 
xi dalme^ our willing caterer, fhall provide 
a temperate refi^ftunent, widi a can of that 
Id wholdibme beverage which our own 
ds afford: I envy not the vineyards of 
ince, Pc^-tugsti or Spain, I dovet not theu* 
^xicating, thi^ir adulterated draughts ; a 
fcard^of my own native afc, frefli, fmiling in ' 

face, and mantling to my lips, whilft both 

fepfes of itaftc and fmell l^mpaithize in the 

I 3 iPint 
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jfcint delight, is to me a treat which all the 
vats of the wine-prefs cannot compare with. 
Come, nrty child, let thy good mother re- 
plenifh the^pitcher, and we will pledge each 
other to the health of the poor ftranger above 
flairs, and to the many and happy repetitions 
of this gladfome moment/' 

Thus having predicated, Ezekiel depofited 
his hat and ftafF in a corner of the room, whilft 
Sufan glanced afmile at Williams foexpreffive 
and withal lb fv/eet, that the rrtufe of comedy, 
or thou her fecond fclf, inimitable Eliza! 
might have deigned to acknowledge it; then 
fpringing nimbly from her feat, fhe haftened 
•to obey the focial pfopofal. 

Reader, to thy heart I dedicate this humble 
fcene 1 Let thy fancy fill it up with all thofe 
plcafing images that creative genius can 
fupply. Call forth thy benevolence, let every 
joyous particle that warms thy veins and fees 
thy heart in motion towards mankind animate 
the compofition, and then. thou ftialt paint the 
dame with glowing' philanthropy in her coun- 
tenance, and the foaming jgoblet in her hand, 
entering the roorp, . followed by the jocund 
miller, father of the brave Tom Weevil; and 
welcomed by all voices with the glorious all- 
hail 



HE N R r. 175 

hail of neighbourly love and cordiality: fee 
them aflembled round the board, hand clafped 
by hand, lip fucceeding lip in their lalutations 
tQ the Ipirit-ftirring tankard, whilft the triumphs 
of old England, and libations to the: health of 
her brave defenders, circulated round the table, "^ 
and whilft Williams recounted to the exulting . 
father the gallant actions of his boy, not omit- 
ting to relate the circumftance of his wound, 
and the honourable fear he would bring home 
as a trophy of his vidlbry and fame* 

A flood of thanks to Williams poured from 
the hopper of old Weevil's lips, backed with 
hearty invitations to the mill, and congratu- 
lations upon his fettling amongft them, gar- 
nifhed with many oaths and protcftatioos of 
good will and zeal for his fuccefs. — ^^ 'Sblood ! 
my dear Billy," he vociferated in his loudeft 
key, " I wou'd not only be contented to fall 
fick to bring you cuftom, but damn me if i^ff 
wou'd not even die to do you credit/* 

" Hold, hold 1" cried Ezekiel, interpofingi 
** fwear not at all, friend Thomas, neither be- . 
lieve that the death of the patient can bring 
credit to his doftor. Die, if it be required 
of thee, for thy country's "•fake; die for thy 
religion, for thy faith, for the defence of thy 
I 4 family^ 
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family, bat in the mean time live for tliyfclf 
and thy friends here prefent, and drink about 
for good fcUowfhip/* 

*^ Aye, by ttiy foul," quoth old Tom, " I 
fliall be glad to (fop a bit longer amongft yoti, 
for I have a heart for my friends, and thou .art 
a true one, Zckiel, I will fay for thee, and fo 
is my dear Billy and the good dame, and my 

prefty pretty Mrs. Sufan^ damn it " — 

0' Hufh;' cried JEiekrel) " I wou'd fain fee 
the fcoundfel that diares Wag his tongue to hef 
dilparagement in triy heating. Zooks ! J 
wou'd foon clap a ftopper iipOti his dack^ and 
I hope I Ihall live to fefe the day very fhortly 
when fhe fhall be married to her deferts: k 
fair creature, friend WHliaftis, ^if& a dainty 
one, though I fay it to her face, as ever the 
blefled fun Ihone light upops is ibe not?'* 
Here Williams nodded iaffent, a(rid Ihook'him 
by the hand, whilft StlfkVi tittered arid looked 
archly under ller eyfe-lids.— « What !'* con- 
tinued the miller, " i\it hiuft not live in this 
lone houfe, like a mope, when fonrre gooti 
fellow may be bleft in her arrtis, afid hav^ 
corn, wine and oil ih a'bundance : why, 'tis 
againft nature, and fo the good mother will 
fay, and fo fays friend Zekiel, foi* all he look^ 

fo 
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Jh grav5e t^ipcrh it. Come, DoiSfor, V\\ give 
you atexJt, &nd you fhall give us a preach- 
WCiittilp^^ k. ^hfCf^em/e and multiply. [* 

.TIiferti%hilevit7of convcrfation fddom 'paf- 
ied -wrtrepi^Oved by Ezekiel, efpecially when it 
'^nifed upon faored topics, yet it fo happened 
ffeaft j«ft theft Ezekiel was in no dJ^ofition fot 
Wpt^odf. /The exhilarating tankard had given 
tbiift inflow dffettl, that would ndt fuffer him 
«DtChill ^ht 'gaiety -of his companions; yet a^ 
fiir as Weevirs challenge went for a preach- 
isieitt, ^ he 'termed it, the good apoftle wii<» 
W> iffiiK5her^ and perhaps never found himfelf 
to a icWidh %et!er cue to take tip the gauift- 
let. 

Pfeflk^ng himfeJf therefore in his oratorical 
atfeude, ^it!h his diuttibs tucked into hi^ 
ipm^cokt pbckeits, und -his fingers expanded 
like ihe ^laws of ^ bird, he gave two or three 
&ftemn temis to. befpeak attention, and be- 
^n ^ &inofwsr-^^* When 1 revolve in my^ 
th0<%h;s the wide- wafting ravages of deafli, I 
^^vm0t btft regard with gratitude and relJ)e(9L 
diofe iproMc matrons, by whofe labour of 
k)V€idhe gaps and chafms In creation are fill'd 
-wp a^d replenilh*d, which fword^ peftilence^ 
tod ^femine txt hourly making. Praife be ta 
1 £ ^SsNKCft: 
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their patriotic endeavours in an honeft wa^j 
and much are they to be preferred to thofc 
folitary and fequcfter'd damfels, who, fhutting 
themfelves up in nunneries and convents, 
keep their natural faculties inert and lifelefij 
leaving to others of their fex to ftruggle under 
heavy burthens, whilft they go free and par- 
take not of the toiU I fall women were of 
their pcrfuafion, the world muft wear out like 
an annuity, and ceafe with the prefent gene- 
ration; for I believe I may boldly affert, that 
no way has yet been difcovei|'d by the curious 
in all ages, how /uch a confequehce cou'd be 
prevented, if the fair fex were one and all to 
ftand out, and no loiter lend a helping hand 
to the work. Again, when I call to recollec- 
tion, that before a fingle babe can be produc'd 
in the world, two rational free agents muft be 
in the fame mind to give it life; I am aftonifh'd 
there can have been through fp many ages 
ftich a coincidence of fentiment and good will 
between the fexes, as to keep the work going j 
and more praife of courfe muft be due to 
that party, on whom the weight bears hardeft, 
which, if I rightly guefs„ is the woman^ I 
fpeak under correftion, my worthy heigh- 
•baursi for halving no pofitivc experience to 

guide 



guide me ia cither cafe, I will n6t take upon 
myfelf to pronounce from my own knowledge 
oya the point in queftion. Tell me who can, 
for I profefs it is pad: my finding out, to what 
fecret caufe it is owing that thi5 population of 
this globe of earth is upheld. How comes 
it to pafs, that there is no drawing back, no 
jrenegation in that quarter where the whole 
pain and peril of the talk falls with fuch par- 
tial preponderance ? When I refled on this, 
I own to you I have fomctimes trembled for 
the fate of pofterity, fearing it Ihou'd be 
cut off at once, and the world dock*d of it's 
e/itail at a ftroke : but when I look round 
me, and perceive how vain thefe apprehenfions 
are, and that m^^ fair countrywomen, for whom 
I have fuch fears, fear nothing for themfelves, 
but carry the world merrily on, (and indeed 
in many inftances with more hafte than good 
fpeed, as the faying is) I take heart and belie vCi 
that as the hand of heaveo fet it a going,'^ no- 
thing but the fame hand will flop it, conclud- 
ing within .myfelfi that when the conunand- 
ment was given to increafc and multiply, there 
was fomefhing given with it that nukes up 
to thofe who are at the pains to obey it," 
" You need not doubt it,*' faid old Weevil; 
16 ^3\4 



and immediately Wifiiams, wito pretty HvcB 
gtiefled how Silfah thought apon ihie fiibjeft, 
fhrted fbhrre other topTd andthanged the=^it 
cDurffe, 
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. Chapte|l X. 

JP'our Parties fairly matched at n round Game ^ 
tiypccri^^ 

j\ T thfe c^lc^in riic meafn tittle, ^Bp^itfe^ 
***• wei*c imfily eitit)lcyed in pfets tipdh ^ch 
cMier. iThfe Iteverend Mr. Ckypole madfe 
Ms beft tife of the ihtfeHigertce tie fead pidfcrd 
vtp from Williams fOr t^arrhing the li^hi 
Crftwbefy, and -grotttding upon -Tiis fears his 
favourite propofal of i tempomty ttwtrhttk 
ahd a '^edy marriage. His lordfliip gave 
him the hearihg with all due courtefjr ^rid godd 
breeding, b'lit with ti'o incJination to foDow k 
in any other pbiht ^but ixrhat 'felted ^b omWi 
purpdfe s ^"s to qakthrg 'CroWbei'y ^ey were 
both of a mind, but fo fer from tutning it 
to Claypole's views df'haffening the marriftgc> 
Ms intention was to employ ix as flie means of 

totally 



trt^ Abiding ifev Mils Fmtiy ^htfeftjaifited 
her fancy in devifing proj^fts for ^dft-^ttortli- 
m<mial ttiwtjfertfehtS; arid ih thefe it ftiiay *reli 
be doubted if his LordftHp*^ honour and re^ 
p6(c were the mling oh^eiSts of Iter iHe^itatk*; 
Privifcgfefi of rank, exte«fito af aitthority, and 
indolgausB of pr^pctifitaes, attathfed to her^edfi- 
fti^Jtiohvhaid certawnly fome fliar'e of her ftt- 
, tfentibn, ^and hfed her fyttem tak^ti tplacfe, t^ 
i^rongs her predeceflbr fevered might ImVfe 
baeft -amply avenged. 

GApt^n CrdWbfefy> ^hom ftiy iJtypd had 
futfitrtoiied t^ his aiSfttece, obeyed the ca&» 
ind, jiaf'mg lietard the cafe, afted as ^entte^ 
iliejti in feis ^pr^caftieia: moflfly aO:, «n^.r^ 
cJdWttfienA^ thdfe 1;^ry We^fbtes wMdh 'he 
fou'iid hisiplindpal 'pre(^fp6fed to pwfue. It 
was ^thei^efore refolded upon Wiih joint toriferft^ 
that k Wduld be advlfeaWe for his Lordfeip to. 
take a Hour tjpon the continent^ whtlft tbfe- 
Captain kept guard tipon the caftle, wkh- ftffi 
powers at difcr^tion to get nd ofMifsT^mi^ 
and licr tincle, upon the bcft terms he ^otHd 
iWake^ acnd 'here let it be remai^ked for the 
edification of my female readers, that thdfe 
very fteps, which Mife F*iny took to fecuite 
her conqueft, were urged againft her ^s the 



firftand ftrongeft impedin>tsnts to the crom- 
pltuofiofk. 

This commiflion, it may well be fuppefed, 
was not in all refpefts the moft pleafant to the 
undertaker of, it, but it was attendcdrwith.no 
fnnall bri}>e:ta his diligence, inafmuch as in die 
event of his JLordlhip'? d^ath withojut^ herr^ 
the Captain was next in fucccffion to his tide 
--and eftate, and it was fbmething n^ore than 
probable, on the fuppofition of Mifs Panny's 
marriage taking place, that my Lord would 
not long be childlcfs. Ihe Captain was a 
nKMi of I'pirit and addrefs, not naturally dif- 
pofed to put his hand jo eyery mean unworthy, 
job,ibuttoo good a politician to opppfehis 
coufin'iS: will, and not fo much his own enemy 
aJ to have ^n unconquerable repugnatoce 
againft fcrving him in a cale iilce tlie prqfent, 
. It is not to be expected that his coming at 
diis crifis was the moft welcome of all events 
^o the uncle and niece, and it certainly required 
fome raanjg^ment to mafk the plot he had 
concerned againfl: them* To Mr. Claypole 
he talked freeiy on the reafons of his invita- 
tion, aicribing chem to the alarm that De- 
lapoer'b arrival had given to his noble coufin, 
hinting ia ho very diftanc terni* at his want of 

fpirir^ 
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(pint, and acknowledging in conformity to his 
ideas, that the beft thing his Lordfhip could' 
do, would be to ftep afide for a time, and leave 
the matter, whatever it might be, to be made 
up in his abfence by deputation, which, he ob7 
ferved, was indeed an unpleafant office, though 
he was ready to undertake it for the good of_ 
all parties, and the refcue of -his kinfman's re- 
putation* 

This paffed tolerably well upon Claypole, 
who knew enough of I^ord Crowbery's wan( 
of ^irit, to think it p^rfeftly mtural that he 
fliould wilh to have the Captain about him> 
and as this gendeman agreed with hi$ wiihes 
in advifing the fame meafures for a change of 
place, he faw no immediate danger of his 
fchemes befaig traverfed, and therefore con- 
tinued to flatter himfelf that the promifcd 
mafriage was in a fair train to take place. 

Captain Crowbery had a part alfo to aft 
with Mils Fanny, and upon this he entered 
with confiderable advantages ; for befides that 
her charaftcr ^yas too 9pen to be miflaken, 
and her foibles well known to him, he had 
the requifites of an agreeable manner, a good 
perfon, great powers of flattery, and a facility 
of aflbming my ipecies of dilguife that might 
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ftiit Tiis pufpofes. With %er lie i>iit 6ft ^ gay 
^ttd cardefs air df a mere feJdier <tf foittlrte> 
^o torifiaered her as th^ -My ^l^ft of ifee 
liead cff his 4idufe, ttnd pafid coxfrt to fcei* ac-- 
tbrtfiilgljr. T*is ^. efifeatoHy -fl^eped h^ 
Vattity, that Ihc feemed fiev^ ^^ty tof ^sn^ 
eonraging his humtfity wWh the fefie of ^rD- 
tcftion, ndf l^as he deificieht in humcfifring httr 
with opportunities for the difpiay of thdfe 
graces fo dctodefcendingly beftowed. He had 
though 6{ that faculty of fmaH tdfc to be fuF- 
ficiewily eloquent 'up«n infignificatnt topfcs^ 
ht ^eoiild point ^ compBment> br (^nwlope a 
&ojM^ meaning witTi all the readihefs df^ 
l^raStitionfer in that comnmodious art,, andin- 
flefed 'he wias riot behindhand wMi any man qF 
modem honoti'r -in the true principks of the 
k&i'r for he had Couragie to juftify j(&duftion>. 
and gallantry to defpife friendfhip, whenever 
&e charms of a wife, c£avdaughter,dr( which 
is itidre than either) of a miftrels came in con-- 
Ia6t wkh his pafflons, iand wi(:h opportunity W 
I^rofit by; wi!th -thefe accomplifliments ^ive 
need not wdnder that he focceeded in his ef- 
fof tis to lull the -fo^cion of a lady net over 
Itkredtilous j and had his ambition prompted 
kirn to liigher dbjefts 'thmix kittle inglorious. 

deceit^ 



n £ i^ R r. 185 

dfcceit, we may prefume he wbUld haiVe bcert 
no lefe fortunate, for Mifs Fanny f^emed in a 
very likely train to overlook both his fituation 
and her own. 

His Lordlhip's preparations in the rileaa 
time, were puc forward with unr-eitiitted di- 
ligence : as it was neceflkry for him to provide 
himfelf for his tour, and fettle his remktariceis 
with his banker, before he fet forward, a jour- 
ney to town became indifpenfible, and for this 
he had only to pretend the cuftomajryocJfcafidnfe 
of confulting his conveyancer upon the iiiar*- ^ 
riage fettlement, and providing a licence, tou 
^ether with all other neeefiary appendages to 
a hdble bride. Thefe were pleafant tidings tb 
%He j^rtifes itf^refted, and his Lordlhip'6 ptt^ 
fwratibrts w6^e c^rdhlly feconded by die ift^ 
verend u^le of Ae ybung Lady, i^6fe irt^ 
tercfft was fo much cbncerhed in qiikkiiriifig 
ills departure, that (he ftemed to hkve fotgct 
^e obvious compliment df lamenting k. 
There was a concurrence of circumftatices, 
'that made it in a manner junavoidable for hh 
Lordftiip to invite Mr. Qaypole to bear him 
^oinpany on thjs jaunt i it had its pro and <:6h 
fe point of convenience, but as it was no dif- 
'fioilt matter for hkti to give that reveren* 
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gentleman the (lip in fuch a town as London^ 
the offer was made of a place in the chaife 
with all feeming fincerity, and accepted with 
no other hcfitation, but as to the point of de- 
corum towards his niece, who in^ that cafe 
would be left to keep houfe with Captain 
Crowbery alone i but as this fcruple was with 
himfelf fingly, and not admitted by my Lord 
himfelf, or the Lady elefl:, who indeed treated 
all fuch out-of-date ideas with the contempt 
they merited,, it was withdrawn almoft ai 
foon as it wa§ advanced, and the engagement 
was made. 

** I think," faid my Lord to the Captain 
on the eve before his departure, ** this bufi- 
.nefs wili^be better manag'd between you and 
my Madanfj in the abfence of the parfon, than 
jf ,hfe was to ftay wher^e he is> and make third- 
fellow in the fray : two to* one is odds in ar- 
gument, and Claypole is a plaguy profer, as I 
I^all find to my coft, but Til keep the wheels ^ 
going till 1 have him fafe in London, and then 
I'll foon bequeath: him to his meditations : a 
fellow that has treated his own patron with 
fuch ingratitude, deferves no mercy. As to 
Mifs Fanny, I don't expeft you will find much 
difpculty in qualifying her aqger, for as love 
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is out of the queftion, which of all'paflions 
is the moft- turbulent, you will have only to 
contend with a little dogged difappointment, 
and when fhe has fpent her fire in abufing me, 
in which I give you free leave to join her, I 
predidt that you will find her as reafonable 
and as flexible as you can wifh ; only let me 
cfcape from her talons, and I have littk care 
what becomes of her afterwards." 

'^ That's a happy indifferencci" cried the 
Captain, fmiling, ** and I can only promifer 
you I will do my belt to pacify her by every 
means but marrying her in your ftead, which 
I fufpeft wou'd not altogether fult hef pur- 
pofe, and mine not at all." 

"Ladies of her. fort," refumed the Peer, 
^ are.notintitled to much delicacy, and in my 
opinion, merit little pityj fo tiiat you have 
full powers from me to ufe your own difcre^- 
tion, which, if it deferves the nanie, will never 
jTufFcr you to fall into that fnare fhe had fpread 
for me. She has ten thoufand charms as a 
miftrefs, but not one recommendation as a 
wife : the devil of a temper, and an unbound- 
ed propenfity 60 play the devil with k; for 
whatever Ihe may fay to the contrary, I am 
in my own oninji perfedly perfuaded that j(bc 
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dealt a foiil blow to your antagonift Henry ia 
the vengeance of her difappoiBtment, and then 
pretended he had hurt himfelf with a knife by 
accident : therefore have a care of your ribs, 
George, for if yoo fbou'd fall into the ftinc 
fault as he did, 'tis a chance but you meet the 
fame fate/' 

« 'Tis not juft the death I Ihou'd chufe," 
faid the Captain, " nor ^n I the rrtan in the 
World to iftand out like that young Joieph^ 
agakift ladies Who mak^ love with weapons 
in their hands; I wou-d Tether of the two, 
tneet the favour than the piinifhtoent."— " Be 
prrepar'd then/' replied Ae Peer, ^' for iif 1 
haye any guefs; you are not unlikety to <^ffr 
t^uritcr the ^Iwmat'ivc! for i*t WWn ^t, I 
km dear in confefeiiefe, aftd ft&Sk die ili ihe 
Tperfuafiofa that I feiti h^Uhfer the tfrft, tm ttoSL 
•be the laft ih her ;gbdd graces/* 

Hetc a geti* -tap at thfe ^obr ^MduriCfed 
«ie fkh- tubjeft bf *hrir ilifdmirfe ifi^$)tribfK 
Wis Lordlhip in j^ monfierk dr^fifed hia f^t 
In hslxft trinn, to Welcome ternvfthltoksctf 
love, and with ull due ^rcgal-d to truths de*^ 
idarefl <hat it Was of hftr and her alone they 
•werfe cbnveffing, and that he flattered hirtrffelf 
^ tfeftder iftftrtittions be%a4 been giv^jngto 

hia 
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his coufm would be punftually oblerved.— 
** He will tell you, fairpft of creatures/* faid 
he, fondly taking hcrft^pd k| his, *' for he 
knows what place you hold in my afFeftions : 
it is on your account only I fubmit to be a 
ftranger to my own home for a time, but they 
"witl be heax?y^ haui:s of abfcncc from my 
ch^nner i andOh ! wheii we meet again — — " 
I^sre his Lordfliip thought proper to be nrHipb 
aflfefted, and his vdice feultercd, wbilft the 
gentk Fanny ad^d all the ceremonials: of a 
tender blqlh, which wanted nothing bujt 
change of colour to. make it real, and artifice 
was dius repaid with, ardficc : Hieanwh^lt, a 
wandering glance ftolc its way by afidev^ 
paflage towards the Captain, who with ^m^ 
gravity of counteaance refpc6tfully liberatefl 
-h^rhandj that was then held capdve by nay 
JLord's, murmuring in foft accents whilft he 
iecretly preficd it in his own.-—" Come^ come, 
my lovely ooufin, you muft \tt rac part thefe 
femds, fo foon to be united foneyer: fccacs 
like this will only agonize you both." 



Chapter 
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Chapter XI. 
Breakfaft Tailel'alk, 

'T* HE next morning our travellers ftarted 
-* with the fun, whilft/flcep held the bright 
eyes of Fanny Claypole in his downy fetters, 
and fpared her the'painfiil tafk of fqueezing 
out a parting tear. At the hour of breakfeft, 
(he iffued forth from her chamber, a(rmed for 
conqueft. We have already obferved, that 
this young votary of the graces was in the art 
of undrefs eminently fuccefsful : on this oc- 
cafion (he had by no means forgot to employ 
that art in fuch a ftile of ftudied negligence, as 
contrived to difplay her perfon in its moft at* 
tradive points, by a feeming careleflhels in 
thofe articles on which moft care wa^ in faft 
beftowed^ and this we take to be die very firft 
excellence, the grand defideratum of the mo- 
dern toilet. 

A penfive look, that had an air of forrow 
for the abfence of her Lord, was neceffarily 
aflumed, and the Captain could do no lefs 
than counterfeit a fympathifing face of pity 

on 
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pn the meeting : now we have the -es^^iencc 
i)f humdri nature to^ ihfortn us, tliat wheh an 
cigreeafele j^uil^igcritleAfian takes up6n- him 
to play the tomforter to a tempting j^ilg 
'-woman in afiiidtterf,^4t'fe Ibmuchitike making 
love to het, tteit he^fclddm fails to run bnc 
bfRce into tfcc othen i The obfervatioh ^as 
*ot difcfecScki by the c^e^irt ^point, for^whilft 
Mrfs' Fanny a€ked her part to admiration,! the 
Ca^ptaih fuftairied his Ih'are in the farce of hy- 
^crify with nd Icf^ fpifit and addrefs : her 
borrow wa4;jufti enough' to find- occup^ion for 
his attentions, and not fo much astadiicbiirage 
liim from perfiftmgin them from a defpair of 
their efFefts i in fhort, (he was icheared, and he 
was flattered by the difeovery that his confo- 
latioii Was not loft. In their conveffation, 
which he took carict to regulate according to 
the point he had , in view; he did not fcruple 
to gl'arice at the charader of his nobie relation, 
in fach particulate n^ might ferve to pave the 
way for his purpofe : he ftood in admiration 
, at his good fortune, in gaining the affections 
bf a lady fo beautiful, fo young, and fo worthy 
©f a more accomplilhed lover: he was forry 
to confefs, but truth could not be difguifcd, 
diat his coufin cUd not make the beft huA>and 
8 ki 
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in ^ world to feisjf^ijmjer lady; in fe^, hb 
V jtenper wp ^ot fp gijftfJi ^ hp C5WI4. wift,, hif 
fee^ w»§f mfr^^» ^ his dUppGi^n yfifo^ia) 
aijd ^lorpfe; ^ibi^l gjce her's, h? f^jd, ^u!4 
fiodii&H: cwWd «id 4Q|if\a'd by i:ykp fo Wgid 
« helwdidowri: whtf vcf « ra^ ^rtitfo' if 
thoy did noj; bring h^ppimfs >wi(hr thprfi h a^ 
wht) i^s there* in.tte kwigdciftfcc ini^hf i»F 
^pire to? In flwti if t^ wis ^ niatt^r of 
choice, he begg'd pdfdon ^rwhu^p ha^ fe«Cji 
-faying; if jt was a iDnafch efpr^den^, hf 
wUhed it paight not drceive her ei^peiaiitiorisi m 
tJ^ciifibeofit. * 

\ Thefe infinu$tion$, W^n tviied and arr..;!!/ 
introduced, had their 4^fifecl eSifdJ:; they feye^ 
Mifs Faooy all thp pain$; whi^h hy}^(^ 
would have coft herj inafaitich as th^ tfirw 
Captab Crowbery emtifrfy 05 her m<prcy, w4 
put his fate iit her farads : hdd he be^n guardf^ 
in his dtfcour{e> flie> would, c^rtaiftly have hem 
ine3^ulably imprudent to Have trufted him 
with her reail feiwameiitsj but when he l»i 
fo far ; committed hinraffijf on the 1 fubjeft, ftiS 
faw no dadiger in meeting hin) with the U^ 
candour, and vindicatting her tafte at the e:irr 
pence of her fincerlty, for fhe waa a/h^mcid (9 
be iuppoied; giilty. . of a j-eal liking . for ib (XtJBtr 
iw temptibic 



Cemptible a perfon as JLord Crowbery* Not 
difcerning what motive be . coidd h^ye fw rtrr 
pofing fo much confidence in her, but that of 
good opinion and zeal for her happinefs,.ihe. 
felt gready flattered by the turn oC his dift^ 
courfe, and knowing how abfblutely dependant 
he was upon his coufin, and that he had beeiu 
uttering wordsi whiclx if repeated againft, hina^ 
would never be forgiven, fhe faid in a ftile o£ 
mock rcp|-oof— 5^ What a giddy thoughdefk. 
Ibul you are to talk this language to me, ajKi 
put it in my power to ruin you with my; 
Lord." 

^^ If ever I defer ve to be fo ptuiiih'd bf) 
you," tit replied, '^ I (hou'd have no right to 
complain of being betray'd j but if without my 
deferving you Ihou'd think fit to do it, the 
iieceflity 1 IhouM be under of ceafingtQefteem 
you, wou'd be the greateft misfortune I cou'd* 
fuffer by the event." 

*^ That is very gallant, ,on ray word; but/ 
why do you.fuppofe I am the one woman in 
the world that can keep a fecret ; and what da . 
you think you difcover in me to trufl: me with 
your whole fortune ?" 

" Shall I anfwer that queftion fully and 
fincerely ?" 

Vol. IV. K ^i^^iV 
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. «' No," (he replied^ " for that perhaps 
urou'd not be to anfwer it favourably ; and 
women, you know, are naturally fond of flat- 
tery. Don't you fee what mifchief I cou'd 
make, if I was wickedly inclined to it ?" 

" Whatever your inclinations are," faid 
the Captain, looking tenderly upon her, ^' I 
wou'd have you gratify them, though my in- 
fighificant felf was made the facrifice r for 
after all, what am I but a fdldier of fortune, 
and what is my fortune but the fword by my 
fide ? There^ is my fubfiftence, and that my 
Lord cannot take from me, or, if he cou'd, he 
dare not ufe it/' 

*' Fie upon you," fmiling> fhe replied, " you 
Can't fuppofe but he* wou'd ufe his fword in a 
good caufe." — " He wou'd hardlv be per- 
foaded," rejoined the Captain, " to think any 
caufe-was good enough for that, I believe. 
He will never let it fee the light in anger 
with his good will, elfe that young Henry 
wou'd have brought it out of its hiding -place, 
for he fpelt hard to get a fight of it." 

<^ That's a brave lad after all," faid Fanny. 

** I have a right to fay fo/' qiioth the man of 

war } " and now this Delapoer, this man of 

myftcry, hangs over us like a cloud: what 

^ - you 
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you may think of this journey to town^ my . 
fweet lady, I won^t pretend to fay, but for • 
my part I muft think, if all his Lordflaips 
fears were out of the queftion, thei:e would 
not be much left for his love to hoafl: of." — . 
" OK! you mortifying creajture^" ftc tx-» 
claim'd, ". if I cou'd believe this, he dc- 
ferves .*'— " What !"defnanded the Cap- 
tain interpofing, '* what docs he.deferve ? Not 
the handfomeft wornan in the CFeation, I will 
boldly fay J not the tranlport of being wrapt , 
in thofe arms, which were never inea;it by na- 
ture to embrace a coward."— " WdU well," 
flic rejoined, ** perhaps it is not the beft ufe 
I cou'd put them to,"— ^* What a pity then," . 
he observed, " it flibu'd be the only one." — . ' 
*' The only one," flie repeated, breaking into, 
a loud laugh, ^' furely you draw your infe- 
rences very nimbly, mygood friend, but am 
1 bound to make them good ? Do you think 
that every marriage prefuppofes liking.? Can , 
you find no other motives for a connection,, ^ 
between a fimple Mifs like n[ie, aod a titled 
perfonage like your coufm, but a preference 
that wou'd difgrace my judgment, and a 
paflion that has no intereft in my heart f" 
*' None, fo heaven help tae," cx\rA. ^^^ 
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Captain, '^ m your cafe I caa find no plea fcr 
the facrifice, and I fhou'd tliink myfelf hound 
to congratulate you on your efcape, if you was 
never more fo fee his face.*'— ^^ Oh I you 
cruel mortftef!'* flie exclaim'd, irallying hini, 
" wou'd you* break my heart with the very 
mention of it? Do ' you fuppofe a married 
lady IS without refources ? is Ihp thjerefbre loft 
to all the world, or all the world to her ? Are 
there no happy wives but what are in love . 
with their hufbands ? Nay, let me put the 
queftion clofer, are there no wives in love, 
with any blit' their hufbands ? Come, come, 
I'll talk with you no longer/'— So faying, ffic 
rolled up a pellet of the bread on the break- ^ 
faft-table, and^ threw it at hijn i^ that pretty 
playful manner, as we have often feen it done . 
by Vnany a fair hand with exquifite addrefi 
and good aim. 

If a rtian knows any thing of modern breed- 
ing, he knows how to anfwer all attacks like 
th^: the Captain made too much of it, for 
hej^ fwore it' had wounded him to the heart; 
there Was a fittle too much of knight-errantry 
in this, and he did better when he drew a rofe 
from his button- hole, arid gallantly doffed it 

into her lap, declaring that no foldier ought tp 

• -^Vf ^-•'■^ :y ^'- '•-••■ -' take 
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take a blow without returning it: he had 
done better ftill, if he had faid nothing, for at 
beft this is but the trick and pantomime of 
' coquetry and wantonnefs. This is the time 
when wit is not wanted, and adion takes the 
whole ifcene upon icfelf. . 

Mifs Fanny, with the fweeteft grace in na- 
ture, took the rofp and placed it in her bofom, 
adjufting. it with all that pretty difRculty. of 
choice, that rivetted the beholder^s eyes upon 
the charming operation. — " Bleft flower," the 
Captain cried, " to what a paradife have I 
promoted thee ?"-^Then fmiting his hands to- 
'gether, fprung from his chair, and turned to 
the window, as if to. divert fome emotion too 
violent for his controul.-r-" Come," cried the 
Lady, rifipg alfo from her feat, "we have 
^talk'd nonfenfe long enough, let ys take a 
grave walk in the garden, and drive nonfenfe 
out of our brains." 

Her cloak was in the room, the Captain 
flew to^. reach it to her, ^nd in affifl:ing to put 
it on made fo many awkward blunders, and 
was treated with fo many pretty reprimands, 
that few cloaks perhaps have given room te 
more raillery, or been lefs applied to the pur- 
pofes which cloaks in general are underftood 
to be nfiacfc for,. 
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To the garden they went, and here wc will 
leave them to ramble amidft fhady bowers 
and love-infpiring grots, not the moft in- 
nocent pan* that ever took their folitary walk 
In garden or in grove, yet fairly matched in 
nature as in art, and fitted for each other. 
Whither they went, and what they did, we arc 
not careful to recount ^ for though the juftice 
of the hiftorian fliould be equal towards all 
charadlers he is concerned with, yet he muft 
be allowed to dwell with more delight, and 
expatiate with greater felicity upon the ami-^ 
able than upon the unamiablc -, as far as thefe 
prejudices may be deemed cxcufable, fo far I 
hope I may be indulged in them, and there- 
fore I fhaU now drop the curtain upon this 
fccne, as I have upon^ others of the like de- 
fcription, and clofe the eleventh book of this 
important hiftory now haflening to its conclu- 
fion. 
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BOOK THE TWELFTH* 

Chapter L 

^e Author's lafi Addrejs to his Readers. 

^nr/E are now. drawing nigh to the conclu- 
fion of our hiftory, and if my kind 
reader has found amufcment in his tafic, I (hall 
not regret the toil and labour of naine. Great 
muft be that author's mortification, who mif- 
carries ia a trivial undertaking ; and certain it 
is, that fnmall matters fliould never be attempt- 
ed widiout ftrong prefumption of fuccefs. 
Something there muft be in every man's view, 
who commits himfclf to the prefsj and as all 
{peculations upon profit are now becoming, 
more and more precarious, diere fee9is little 
left to animate the adventurer but a difintereft- 
ed pafTion for fame: I think it is therefore to 
' the credit of the corps, that we ftill continue 
to volunteer it with fuch fpirit, that no abate- 
ment's yet difcernible cither in our numbers 
K 4 ' or 
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or exertions, ^hen I fearch my own heart 
for the motives that have operated with fuch 
aftivity upon me for reforting to my pen, I 
find myfelf impelled by a principle I am not 
afliamed of, fince it has been uniformly that of 
doing every thing in my power for keepingalive 
a general fpiritof good humour, and endearing 
man to man, by bringing charafters under re- 
view, which prejudice has kept at diftance from 
the mafs of fociety^ I have never failed to lend 
my feeble hand to their's, who are benevolent- 
ly employed in recommending love and haf- 
. mony to mankind: I love my contemporaries, 
and deteft that language fo much in ufe, which' 
tends to fink the prefent age on a comparifon 
with ages pall j and as I hold this to be an 
illiberal and ungenerous propenfity, I thanic 
God I have reached that time of life when ic 
16 chiefly prevalent, and yet perceive myfelf 
more than ever abhorrent from the praftice 
of it. 

I muft now fend my hero into the world to 
Ihift for himfelf J I have done what I could for 
him whilft he was under my care, and have 
bequeathed him nature for his guidb at part- 
ing. The trials and temptations I have ex • 
pofcd him to, are fuch as might befal any 
^*- ' . ' perfon 



H E JSTR t: . 2G1 

)pirfoh in his fituation, and not greater than 
every -man of ftea'dy principles, without any 
romantic ftrain of virtue or courage, may re- 
folutely meet. I have not fet his chara<Sker 
^pon ftilts for fcntimental enthufiafts to gaze 
at, but kept him on the plain ground with- 
nature's common flock, ftudying to endow 
hini with the patient virtues rather than the 
proiid. . 

To my heroine, I have given as many 
charms as the reader's imagination fhall be 
difpdfed to afFord her, without being indebted 
to de(criptions, which 1 rejeft upon confciencej, 
having fo often read them in other no velifts 
with fatiety and difgufti and I flatter myfclQ. 
my Ifabella will appear not the lefs attradtive 
for the very few and flight demands I have 
made upon her health and conftitution, not 
Having been able to difcovery^mongft all the 
numerous examples of fickly and tormented 
Heroines, any peculiar delicacy in their difealesj. 
or much amufement in their cafqalties : in one: 
iiiftance only I have fallen in with the falhion- 

I have kept my nairative free from the 

perplexities ol: epifode and digrefllon, and givea 

the fcene to my characters without any inr 

truiioii of my own perfon,; which. I hold to 

K S ^^ 
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be an Unpardonable impertinence* Of poetry 
I have made no ufe, ai>d of quotation (b very 
fparingly as fcarce to be perceptible. The 
incidents, I truft, are in no cafe improbable; 
and as to that combination of circumftances, 
which appears to criminate my hero in the 
fecond book, I have, fince the writing of it, 
been told of a cafe upon record, which fo. 
nearly refembles it as to give my narrative the 
air of being founded upon fad in that parti- 
cular, which in reality it was noc In point 
of ftile, I flatter myfelf the critic will not find 
much to reprehend; but in that and twtr^ 
ether particular I am fairly before him; let 
him ftrike with juftice, and I will not murmur 
at the fliroke. 

And now, if this page (hall meet the eyes of 
a certain lady, not lefs diftinguifhed for her 
many amiable qualities than for her ejcalt- 
ed rank, (he wrll perceive that I have ful-^ 
filled her inftruftions> and compofed a nosrel> 
to the beft of my ability, in the form (he re- 
commended and prefcribed. Uncertain of its 
fate, I forbear to make known whofe com- 
mands I have been honoured wkh> content if 
fhe alone is fatisfied with my obedience, and 
not entirely difappointed with the execution 
6 of 
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of a work, which but for her I never fhould 
have undertakcrir 



Chapter II. 
^e Hiflory goes hack to the Uero^ 

'Tp H E fuddcn difappearancc of Delapocr^ 
^ and the ftate of mind in which he had 
ckparted, caulcd great uneafinefs to Henry, and 
damped thofe joy§ he would elfe have reaped 
in the unreftrained fociety of his beloved Ifa- 
bella, to whom every hour of his time was dc* 
voted. Her health was now i3> nearly re- 
cftablifhed, th^t Sir Roger, had named a day 
for his return to Manftock, and that was now 
fo near at hand, that Henry was alarmed left 
die tirh€ fhould not allow for bis father's, 
coming back, and till that tvtnt took place, 
or fome intelligence was obtained,, cfuty fixed 
him to the fpot he was in. He knew too 
well the refencful feelir^s of his father, and the 
ftrong expreflians he liad repeatedly thrown out 
againft Lord Crowbery, to be at any lofs to find 
a m^otive for the fuddennefs and fecfecy of hisk 
K 6 departure^ 
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departure, and thofe conjeftures were as pain- 
ful as they were plaufible ; not that he appre- 
hended any danger to his father's perfon from 
a fuppofed difcuffion with that unworthy 
Lord, for he had all poffible contempt for his 
want of fpirit ; but it was the impropriety of 
the thing itfelf, and the unfitnefs of the under- 
taker, which ftruck him fo forcibly, a-nd pre- 
fenccd fo many unpleafant thoughts upon re- 
flexion,, that he debated very fenoufly within 
himfelf wheth(rr he fhould not fet out upon a 
venture, in the hopes of overtaking his fa,' er, 
«id diCuading him from the interview. 1 he 
prafticability of this, however, was made more 
than doubtful by the time that had elapfed, 
before he had intelligence of Mr. JDelapoer'^ 
departure, fo that when he came to confer 
with Sir Rog<pr upon the idea which had 
ftarted in his mind, that worthy gentleman had 
fo many good reafons to oppofe againft it, and 
his o\^'a rnaturer thoughts, prompted withal 
by an unfeen advocate, fuggefted fo many 
morej that he refolded lipon waiting the iflue 
of his father's promifed return J till after fome 
days anxious expeftation, a letter from Wil- 
liams to Zachary, written after Delapoer's 
arrival at Crowbery, put an end to all fuipcnfe 

as 
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^$ to the deftination of the abfeiitee, biit gave 
at the fame* time fo alarming ah account of 
the illriefs he had b.^en fcized with, that 
Henry, apprehending him to be in the iitmoft 
degree of danger, no longer hefitated what t6 
do- 
He had provided himftlf with two excellerft 
ridihg horf;:s, and Tom Weevil received or- 
ders for mailing ready without delay. The 
diftance was little more than fixty miles, and 
it was his purpofe, for expedition fake, to 
ride^part of tht way, but there (liil remained 
the painful talk of reconciling Ifabella to the 
. neceflity of ah unexpeftcd parting. This was 
a diftrcfsful moment, for though a heart like 
ber's could not fcruple to admit the urgency 
of the call, yet love and tender apprehenfion 
could not be made to accord j without j^nguifli, 
to the difappointment. Neither was Sir 
Roger himfelf a difinterefted party in the dif- 
cuflioif of this unwelcome bufinefsj for when 
he faw the ftruggle it bccafiontd to the fond, 
yet candid heart of Ifabella, he offered ta 
fet out the next morning with his whole fa- 
mily, ifHtnry would bear them company; but 
aS Sir Roger's equi{)age was in the ilile.of 
ancient times, and bore not the lealt fimili-.'. 
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tude to a mail-coach^ a diflance of fixty mtle» 
wa3 to him a journey of two days, whilft our 
hero's impatience did not mean to appropriate 
more than fix hours to the road ; a compromife 
was therefore ftruck up6n by Henry, who 
engaged to come back and give them the 
meeting at the inn where they retted for the 
night, unleis he found his father's fituation 
fuch as to prevent it.- This was eagerly em- 
braced by Ifabella> who, at parting from him 
with eyes full of tears, and a look of the 
tcndereft affeftion, faid to him, " Go, then, 
and may fuccefs attend you I Remember only 
you have rilat in charge, which is infinitely 
dearer to me than the life you have pre*, 
fcrv'd." 

His horles were at the door, duty preflcd/ 
time was on the wing, he fnatched a hafty 
adieu, and, light as Perfeus, or the equeftrian 
fon of Leda, fprung into die faddle, and was 
out of fight in an inftant — " He es gone,'^ 
cried Zachary, who, with Sir Roge^ and Ifa- 
bella, had attended him to the door," he is^ 
off like a ftiot; 'ris a rare thing to be young 
And nimble; but after aU, I'm afraid his labour 
will be loft, and he will come too I^ate, for I 
4.ugur ill fvoai Williams's account of Mr. De- 

lapocr*s 
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lapocr's cafe/'— '^ Heaven forbid !" cried Ka- 
. bella, ^ diat any fuch unhappinefs as you pre- 
dia fliou'd befal him,"—" Come, come,'* 
faid Sir Roger, " we will not anticipate mif- 
fortunes/' — Then taking Ifabella's arm under 
his, walked forth to give his orders to the fer- 
^ants without doors for the next day's journey. 
" I perceive, my dear child," faid he as they 
paffcd along, " tho' your life has been fav'd 
by your friend who has jufl: left us, your heart 
is irrecoverably loft. It behoves u& therefore to 
confider what you have fubftituted in its place,, 
that fo we may compute and ftrike the balance 
between profit and lofs. If I did not thiqk 
as highly of Henry's vntucs, and predict as 
favourably of his temper, as an old man like 
tne ought in reafon to do of a young one like^ 
him, I Ihou'd contemplate my bvely Ifabella's ^ 
fituation with alarm and terror; for tho' I 
Ihou'd not defpair but my authority might 
prevent imprudence, I fear it wou'd not ferve 
to extinguilh love : it demands therefore all 
the prepoffeflion that I entertain for Henry's 
charafter to bring me to acquiefce, as you may 
now perceive I do, in your decided attach- 
ment to him. I own to you,, my Ifabella, I once 
thought no circumftances cou'd have induced 
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me to favour a .conneftion with him or zrq 
perfon under his predicament ; but it feems as 
if Providence had dccreecf, that, in ipits of all 
my prejudices, 1 (houM be compell'd by tht 
force of fafts to be the convert- of hrs virtues,, 
and renounce my oppofition to him. How 
ftrongly have events confpir'd to mark this 
but, fince forti?ne fii*ft made him known to 
us by throwing him in the* laft extremity of 
diftrefs upon the unexpefted proteftion of a 
fnyfterious nriother! Wh'at an efcape had he 
from the murderous defigns of Blachford, and 
the defperate rage of that infuriated wanton \ 
"What perils did ht incur in the boarding of 
the Frenchman! and what but the haM of 
Heaven itfdf cou^d fo critically condudt him. 
to your refcue in thfe laft awful inftant, th^t 
ftood betwixt you and a difafter too terrible tO' 
think upon ! How fingular was the chance by" 
which I difcover'd that poft humous and iriipbr- 
tant writing of Sir Andrew Adamant, addrefs'd? 
to me in his behalf, ahd which feem'd to have 
lain con'treard for the fole purpofe of bringing 
ir to light in the happieft moment for his interelt 
and advantage ! The very cafe of that wretched 
. nfianiac, from whofe hands he lhatch*d you,, 
hkd a moral in the hiftory of his madnefs, that 

applied 
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applied itfelf to my conviftion : but when to 
thcfe I add, the very ftrikang circiitnftances 
riiat attended his meeting with his father, and 
refle6t upon his uncommon generofity in the 
cafe of Blachford's.wiH, and again in that of 
Lady Crowbery^ how can I fay he ii$ not de- 
ierving of'your afFe£lbn,or any longer iiiterpofe 
between him and the happincfs- he- feemi 
dcftin'd to enjoy?'* 

Here Sir Roger concluded, whilft his at- 
tentive hearer ftill waited in refpe(5tful filence; 
but perceiving after a paiifc that he now ex- 
pelled her reply, fhe turned upon him the 
mofl: lovely countenance in nature, and-T^ 
** Oh ! ray dear father," flie faid, " think not 
that I have been fiient becaofe I wanted gra- 
titude for your goodnefs, but becaufe I feel ft 
to an excefs that ftiftes my expreffions. I 
truft .1 never couM aft in oppofitibn to your 
will J but I wou'd fain not entertain even a 
wilh in contradiction to your judgment : had 
you therefore interdided my atrachmcnt to 
Henry, I muft, and I wou'd hare ftrovc to 
have torn him from my heart, terrible akh ii^^h 
the ftrugglb would have bcc^n; but v^h^n I 
hear his praifes from yoiir lij_b, ah J receive 
your fanfticn to confirm me in my c[.( ice. 
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words cannot fpeak the happinefs you bcftow 
upon me, and if I did not fooner make reply, 
it was becaufe I was loth to interrupt you 
on a fubjcfl: I cou'd liftcn to for ever." 

In the me^n' time Henry, thus ever prefent 
to the thoughts of his Ifabella, proceeded 
brifkly towards the deftination where his duty 
called him. New affeftions had been ftirred 
within his bofom by the difcovery of his 
parents; but hard fortune, which had already 
bereft him of a mother, loft as foon as known, 
and beloved only to be bewailed, feemed now 
in the cruel difpofition to deprive him of his 
father alio. This and his medications on the 
dear objeft he had newly parted from, were 
his companions by the way, and honeft Wee- 
vil, who followed him, had full fcope to in- 
dulge his own imagination without let or hin- 
drance, till our hero, having meafured more 
dian half the way, found himfelf at the inn, 
where Sir Roger propofed to take up Jiis reft. 
Here he left Tom and his horfes, and having 
-delivered to the matter of the houfc the nc- 
ceffary inftruftions for the reception of his 
guefts next day, he took poft and proceeded 
with- all pofliWe expedition towards Crow* 
bcry. 

The 
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The dfiy had clofed when Henry arrived 
at Sufan's hofpitable door, and was received 
by Williams with a chearful countenance, diat 
befpoke the happy report he had- to make of 
his patient's amendment. Delapoer had quitted 
his fick chamber, and was fittmg in the par- 
lour ; great was his joy at the fight of Henry, 
clafping him in hi's^arms and blefling his good 
providence, that he had furvived to fee him 
once again : of his obligations to Williams, 
who had now for the fecond time refcued him 
from death, he fpoke in the warmeft terms, 
and not lefs gratefully of honeft Ezekiel and 
the kind women, whofe tender care and foli- 
citude had contributed to reftore him. He 
-confeft the objeft of his journey had been a 
Yudden refolution of feeking Lord Crowbery, 
irt confequence of the obje6tion ftarted by Sir 
Roger Manftock, with re(pe6l to his projeftcd 
maufoleum. " And what,*' added he, " might 
have been the confequence of our meeting, 
had it taken place, I wiU not prcfume to fay j 
certain it is, that fecond thoughts and a calmer 
ftate of mind, have placed t;hat proje6t in 
another light from what it firft appeared in 
to me, when under the impreflion of a recent 
difappointment ; I have now renounced it, and 

think 
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think It a lucky clrcumftancc, that the wtetch 
I came in fearch of is out of my reach, and 
gone from home to prepare, as it is faid, for 
a fecond rriarriage with the niece of Mr. Clay- 
jpole, now refiding at the caftle." ^ 

*' Unfeeling, fhamelefs profligate," exclaim- 
ed Henry, with indignation and aftonifhment ; 
•^^ will he fo grofsly infult the virtuous me- 
'mory of his injured wife, as to plot a fecoml 
marriage before fhe is fear ce cold in her cof- 
fin 5 and with the niece of Claypole wou'd he 
marry ? Is Fanny Claypole of all women breath- 
ing to be the Lady Crowbery, that fo hafliiy 
fucceeds to n^y unhappy mother ? be it fo ! 
if he Is fo rank of foul as to fet decency at de- 
fiance, let him couple with a fary, and may 
his paflioh be his plaglie!.! know her well, 
and if Providence for his fins (hall furrender 
him into her hands, you and I, my good Sir, 
niaylet our vengeance fleep ; his punlfhnient 
is provided for, the tafk is taken out of our 
•hands", and the tyrant over others is his own 
cxecutioiier." 

The evening was now in advance, and 
though Delapoer*s fpirits were greatly exhi- 
lerated by the arrival of his fon, yet, in conC- 
deration of his lirength, the converfation was 
not protrafted beyond the time that Williams 
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thought fif to indulge him with; and nothing 
more occurred between thena worth record- 
ing in this hiftory. 
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Chapter III. 

^ fingular inftan^e of a jQum^ performed' hy 
our Ihro and Heroine^ without one Cafualiy" 
hy the way. 

A S foon as Delapoer had retired to his; 
^ chamber, Sufan May and her mother 
prefented themfelvcs to Henry, and were met 
bjr him with all the W2rmth of foroier aflec- 
Vion. The good dame as, ufual was loqua- 
cious in her joy, and had many queftions and 
enquiries to be refolved: Sulan's fehfibility 
was of a more fjent fort, and whilft fhe greet- 
ed hinri with fmiles of gratitude and love, the 
tear gliftened in her eye, acd the blufh glowed 
upoiji her cheek. 

Henry faw her emptipn, and perfeftly un- 
derftood the caufe of It, making ^ plea there*- 
fore of his impatience to- fee Ezekiel, he cut 
(hort the interyiewj^ obftiiTving, th^t the evening 
juft fervid him to fnatch a jSght pf 4iis friend. 
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over his concluding pipe, before he turned in 
to Tiis cockloft. He proceeded to the cottage, 
and opening the door without ceremony, dif- 
covered the rural apoftle fcated in his chair of 
meditation, with his back towards him, and 
too deep in thou^t to be roufed by fo quiet 
a vifitor. Henry ftopt and contemplated him 
for a few monricnts, with a placid delight: 
"Kind foul," he faid withia himfclf, "thy 
thoughts are occupied in benevolence, and thyx 
communications are. with Heaven!'* Then 
going up to hiorj, and putting his hands upon 
his Ihoulders over the back of his wicker 
throne, called upon him by name, to wake 
from thought and welcome a friend. Ezekiel 
ftarted at the well-known' voice, Iprung from 
his chair, and threw himfelf upon Henry's 
neck: " Praifed be Heaven!" he exclaimed, 
•* praifed be Heaven I I am bleft above my 
hopes in embracing thee once more, thou 
child of my affeftion." He then took two or 
three ftrides acrofs the room, rubbing his 
hands and crying out i *' What wilt eat ? what 
wflt drink ? I warrant thou art fading, frefli 
from fea." 

Henry fmlled at Ezekiel's want of recollec- 
tion, and (lopping him as he was polling to 

xJcA 
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the flrore where he kept his provifions, told - 
him that the pleafure of feeing him was all 
the iiefreftiment he ftood in need of for the 
prefent. The good man now became a little 
more coUefted, but ftill ran from fubjeft to 
fubjeft, miftaking many things that he might, 
have recolle6Ved> and repeating othdrs Henry 
was already informed of 5 fuch as the death of 
Jemima Cawdle, the arrival of Williams, the 
reports about Lord Crowbery, and other 
anecdotes neither quite new, nor over-intereft- 
ing in his relation of them ; yet our hero had 
piatienqe for them all, and in the end' was re* 
paid for that patience, by hearing that the 
wretched Jemima had, by EzekielU affiduous 
rcmonftrances, been brought to a due fenfe' 
of her condition, and a better'train of thoughts 
in her latter moments : what moiiey fhe had 
fcraped together, fhe bequeathed to her huf- 
band, and every thing in which Zachary was 
intcrefted, had been faithfully and difcreetly 
adminiftered by Daw himfelf, with the aflift- 
ancc of old Tom Weevil the miller. ' 

Ezekiel's fpirits were now fo thoroughly 
awake, that Henry would hardly have pre- 
vailed with him to think it was time to go to 
reft, had he not pretended that he ftood in. 
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v^znt of it himfelf. He found bis. friends at 
i>ext door cxpefting his returp, and every 
thiqg fct in order for his cprnfod; and repofe, 
that Sqfstn's hpfpit^W? care and aftentiort could 
prp\lide. 

The n^xt mgrning; brought Williams to his 
hed-fide, with the chcaring intelligence, that 
he cpuld now with confidence pronounce his 
patient to be out of danger. His apprehen- 
fions thws allayed, he. fclthimfelf at liberty to 
makej good his conditional engagement to 
Ifa.bella, fof which hip made the neceflary pre* 
parations. After devoting the whole fore- 
noon tQ his father, and declining his generous 
offers of an immediate eftabliihment, fuitablc 
to the heir of an anople fortune, he left him 
highly fatisfied with the errand he was going 
upon, and much delighted with the happy 
profpeft it , feemed to open on his future 
hopes. 

R elie ved frotxi his alarms about the friend 
he left behind him, ^d inppacient to meet 
the beloved objeft towards whpn^ his CQurfe 
wa? now direded, our hero with a joyful 
heart, whilft the chaife whirled him rapidly 
along, counted eyeiy mite that diminiflied 
hi^ diflanc? firom If^lla. Sir. Roger with 

the 
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the pundluality that governed all his motions^ 
had calculated to a minutenefs the rime of his 
arrival at the inn. It was a full hour before 
this given time, when Henry's well- feed 
poftilions drove their panting horfes to the 
door. His firft care was to examine if the 
houfe was in a ftate of preparation for their 
expefted gucfts ; and it was with fatisfaftion 
he faw, that all his inftrudions had been punc- 
tually obeyed 5 when this was done, and the 
little derangements of his drefe repaired, he 
found himfelf at leifure to make the proper 
enquiries after Tom and his cavalry : the 
' brave lad foon appeared upon the fummons, 
and gave a good account of his charge ; he 
alfo informed his mafter,^ that part of Sir 
Roger's fuite were arrived,, and that the coach 
was near at hand with all well within-fide of it. 
At length the much^wiflied-for moment 
arrived, that brought the cavalcade in view^ 
and Henry at the coach-door received a hand 
in bis, whole touch infpired him with delight. 
All inquiries made and rcfolved, Ifabella now, 
with Henry feated befide htXy aU her fond 
fear« difciiflcd> and greeted with the fmilc of 
approbation from her beloved father, felt that 
tranfceod^nt glow of foul^ wluch is the ex- 
; Vol. IV. L OwSih^ 
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clufivc property of virtuous love, and Hea- 
ven's beft gift to the thrice-bleflcd few that 
merit it. No traces of her lace diforder were 
any longer to be fcen ; her animated counte- 
nance beanied with fuch luftrous beauty, 
health and joy, as made it dazzling to behold. 
Henry gazed in fpeechlefs rapture ; Sir Roger 
himfelf fate in fixed contemplation, and the 
very people who attended upon the guefts, 
feemed to make errands into the room, for 
the purpofe of treating themfelyes with a 
glimpfc of the lovely ftranger. Unconfcious 
of her charms, until (he faw them in the 
glafs of Henry's face, Ihe no fooner perceived 
the tranfport they excited, than Ihe dropped 
her eyes with iiiodtfl: fenfibility, and was co- 
vered with blufhes. 

Enraptured at the fight, Henry could no 
longer command himfelf, though in the pre- 
fence of Sir Roger : ^ Pardon me," he cried, 
" thou lovelieft of women, for opprefllng thee 
with my admiration ; and you my patron and 
protcftor, be my advocate fo far, as to confefs 
that her beauty is irrefifl:ible." — ^* Why in very 
truth, Henry," faid the Baronet, " if you 
could look upon that form without rapture, 
I muft think you wou'd not be fo worthy as 

you 
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you arc of an iritereft in her heart." — *^ How 
generous is that apology 1" exclaimed the hap- 
py youth.; *^ how flattering to my prefumptu- 
ous hopes I by Heaven,.! wou'd go to death for 
the father of niy Ifabella !"• — " You have done 
more than that for me," replied Sir Roger, 
*^ when. you preferved my child: (he is, .under 
Providence, your gift to me; what can I do 
lefs than endow you with that bleffing you fo 
gallantly redeemed ?" 

The gratitude and joy which Henry now 
felt, were not ro be exprefled by words ; his 
firfl: impulfe was to throw himfelf at Sir Ro- 
ger's feet : a motion on the part of that gen- 
tleman, which forbade the attempt, and a cer-' 
tain look, which reminded him of the place 
he was in, brought him to inftant recoUeftion ; 
.yet he feized his hand with ardour, and preffed 
it to his lips : Ifabella's beauteous and blulh- 
ing countenance in the mean while took a 
deeper tint; fhe too like Henry was filent. 
The good. Baronet .underftood enough of na- 
ture to interpret rightly for both parties, and 
accordingly took an early occafion lp relieve 
their fenfations, by ftarting fome topic more 
appofite to the place they were in ; but a mor^ 
cficdual flop was foon put to all converfation 
L 2 ^^ 
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oh this futgefV, by the preparations for fiip- 
pcr, and the buftfe thofe manoeuvres never fail 
to produce amongft the waiters of an inn. 
The joy, however, which our hero now expe- 
rienced, was too difcoverabfe to be overlooked 
by her who was the caufe of it : how far her 
own fenlations accorded with it, was only to 
be guefTed at by the fagacity of a lover; for 
modeft .timidity kept in check all emotions 
that might lead to obfervation, and nature only 
fliewed herfclf in a complacent fmile, and now 
and then a tender glance; that efcaped as it 
were involuntarily and by furprize. 

Sir Roger, meanwhile, was in high good- 
humour with every body and every thing.: 
cxercife had given him appetite, and he had 
a heart to partake of the happinefs he had be- 
llowed i he declared his entertainment to be 
excellent, chatted familiarly with the landlord, 
praifed his houfe, and promifed never td jpafs 
it without a call. There is certainly fomething 
in an inn, which, by contraft with other fcenes, 
is oftentimes found highly pleafmg; it gives 
an eafe and relaxation from thole domcftic at- 
tentions which, though they may not be irk- 
fpme in general, are fometimes interruptions 
to occupations more amufing. It may be 

prefuoied 
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prefumed Sir Rog^r felt it at this time, and 
we agree with him in the fcllowiftg remark—^ 
That the man, who cannot find Gomentmenc 
in a decent Englifli inn, is a four unpleafant 
fellow, and a companion no one would wifhi 
to travel with. 

Moments, pafled thus happily, pafs qukk- 
1y, and our lovers found themfclves fummoned 
to their repofe, before they were Icnfible of 
any wi(h for it. The next morning they wtrt 
early ftirring, for Sir Roger propofod reach- 
ing home by dinner-time, whilft Henry on. 
horfeback took a circuit by Crowbery, under 
promife of coming to Manftock Houfe in the 
evening, if he found nothing to prevent him 
t)n his vifit to his father. As far as to the 
point where his road branched off, he accom- 
panied Sir Roger and his beloved miftrefs ; 
whofe look at parting told bim how unwel- 
come the moment was that carried him out 
of fight : from this intimation he v^ry natu- 
rally inferred, that the interval of abfence was 
not to be lengthened by his voluntary delay ;. 
no fooner, therefore, had he uttered the word 
* Farewell !' than, giving the reins to his horfe, 
he put him to a pace that made quick difpatch . 
with tKe folitary remainder of his way. 

La . ^^ 
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He was welcomed by Williams on his re- 
turn, with the fame good news, and had the 
happinefs to find his father advancing faft in 
his recovery, Williams was ftill fole manager 
in office, though Zachary was arrived. The 
good man was certainly not apt to under- 
value his own abilities, but in this cafe he 
made no attempt to interpofe his advice for 
any change of fyftem, which probably would 
not have been accepted by Delapoer, from the 
firft authority in England. As for Doftor 
Zachary Cawdle, Surgeon, Apothecary, and 
Man-Midwife, though his name and titles 
fliil glittered on the fky-blde fcroll, that be- 
ftrode the pofterns of his gate, yet had he 
now touched the happy period that clofed his 
medical career, and delivered him bodily over 
to eafe, indolence, and the gout for the reft 
of his days. The annuity devifed by Lady 
Crowbery, and Jemima's bequeft, made up 
^ comfortaMe independency 5 and it was for 
the purpofc only of introducing his fuccef- 
for into bufinefs with a better grace, that he 
kept his name in the firme j as to all money 
arrangements for ftock in hand,, good will, or 
any other defcription of particulars, Delapoer 
himfelf had fo gendroufly flood forward in 

that 



HENRY. 223 

that elTential part of the negociation, that no- - 
thing was left to the chance and uncertainty 
of any aftcr-rcckoriing between the contraft- 
ing parties. 

Having thus difpofcd of our honeftI>o£l:or, 
we fhall probably find little other occafion to 
(Tall upon him, in the further progrels of this 
hiftory, except with our hearty good wifhes 
for health and long Jife, to enjoy the tranquil- 
lity and'repofe, which his good fortune has 
provided for him. 

As for Sawney Kinloch, he by his own 
choice feceded from the fhop, and beat his 
retreat to his beloved town of Aberdeen, with 
a fortune which, reduced into Scotch pounds, 
made no contemptible difplay in his own coun- 
try J — an example, amongfl: many others, of 
the very extraordinary things^ whiclvclofe and 
pcrfevering oeconomy can efFcft. 



Chapter I Y. 



When Marriages are makings 'tis a Sign the 
Drama is drawing nigh to it's Cafaftr&pbe. 

'II/' ILL I A MS now found himfelf in con- 
dition to think ferioufly of matrimony, 
without the painful fenfatiorv oC cc^tv^SiRxva.^ 
L 4 \v\tc&s^S. 
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himfelf as the penfioncr of a wife: Sulan on 
her part had aU due partiality for hinij and 
there can be little doubt bilt he was fatisHed 
with the proofs of it; yet the arrival of Henry 
was an incident of fome importance, and the 
tffefts of it had been watched by Williams 
with all that attention, which wary lovers arc 
apt to beftow upon a new-comer, whom they 
fufpcd: to be in greater favour than them- 
fclves. Sufan's deportment, however, had been 
fuch, that the refult of this fcrutiny had not 
been unfavourable to her, or difcouraging to 
her admirer : the fame fmile was referred fijr 
Williams when they met in private ; and if 
occafionally a cloud was feen to pais over her 
brow, or a figh to efcape from her bofom, 
the voice of love foon reftored her to peace; 
he was therefore firmly bent upon rirctting 
the nuptial cliain, yet a previous word or two 
with Henry, by way of preface to the awful 
deed, was anxioufly fought by him ; and as 
our hero's vifits to his father were daily re- 
peated, that opportunity foon offered itfelf j 
when the following dialogue took place. 

" I have fully reflcfted,'* faid Williams, 
" upon our friend Sufan's fituatijn in life, and 
I think I may fay truly and without refervc, 

that 
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that my feelings are entirely reconclied to put 
up with the confequences of her involuntary 
connexion with the father of her child. If 
my mind was not made up upon this point 
to a perfe6t acquiefcence for all time to come>. 
I wou'd not do her, as well as myfelf, fo bafe 
a wrong as' to engage with her on any terms ; 
but reprefented as the tranfaAion has been to 
me, (and I cannot doubt the truth of it) (he 
appears in heart fo innocent, that I confefs to 
you, Sir, I feel no hefitation in refolvingto 
propofe to her, and I truft I never Qiall find^ 
caufe to blufh at the conneftion/*' 

** There is no ground to fufpefl you ever 
will,** faid Henry: " you was her firft love, 
my friend, and Ihc, I utid^rftand, was your's : 
a thief indeed ftole in, and made fome pillage 
of your treafure, but you yourfclf had firft 
unlocked the cheft." 

^' That's true, that's true," quoth Williams 
colouring ; " I owe the debt of honour, and will 
pay it: yet give me leave to fay, I fufpeft 
there will be a fort of blank in her heart for 
a while to comes but what of that? I muft 
truft to her good fenfe and my own attentions,, 
to fill it up before long.*' 

"And bow can you doubt of cither/' re-- 

L 5 *^v^\\SK.^- 
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joined Hfcnry ?—^ I will not doubt/' replied 
Williams ; " nay, I do not doubt, for (he has 
conduftcd herfeirhithcrto in a manner to my 
pcrfeft fatisfaftion, and it wou'd be injufticc 
to fuppofe fhe will fail me in future ; never- 
thelefs, if I am not alking too great a fa- 
vour, and intruding on your kindnefs and 
condefcenfion further than I ought, I confcfs 
it wou'd be a very fmgular gratification to me, 
to know the ftate of her mind in thefe par- 
ticulars from your examination and report 
ofit.'* 

To this llenry made arifwcr, that he faw 
no reafon to doubt of Sufan's fincerity, neither 
was he convinced the method he propofed of 
putting it to the teft was altogether advife- 
able.— " Neverthelefs/* added he, " if you 
are refolv'd to put the probe in my hand, and 
infift upon qiy ufing it, as it is your profeflion 
to underfbuid the application, fo it mufl 
be your bufmefs to ftand to the efFe<5ts of it." 
—Williams fmiled, and replied he would 
abide by the confequences, 

Thefe words were fcarce out of his mouth, 

when Sufan entered the room; and Williams, 

glancing a fignificant look at Heiiry, left them 

together, A leading kind of converfation 

>< was 
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was ftarted by Henry on the fubjeft of her 
little boy under his charge, which he contrived 
to train towards the point he had in purpofe 
to difculs.— *• I think,. Sufan," he faid, " as, 
bufinels will gafiher upon your hands with the 
growth of your child, it might not be amifs 
to look out in good time for fome honeft and 
well- tempered man to be your partner in the 
taflc/' Sufan bluflied, but at the fame time 
had a certain arch intelligenee in her look, 
whilft Ihe fmiled upon him, that gave him 
to undei-ftand ftie was aware at whom his in- 
tr<odu6tioh pointed. — ^ I fee you are before- 
hand with ixie," faid Henry, " but if I am 
touching upon an unwelcome topic, tell me 
fo with fincerity, and Til fay no more ; but 
if I am ftill as much in your confidence as I 
us'd to be, and you are not difinclin'd to 
open your mind to your friend, why fhou'd 
we not difcufs this fubjedt together as naturally 
as any other ? and furely none can be more* 
interefting and iniportant." ^ 

*' Certainly," replied Sufan, " none can be 
fo interefting to a perfon in my circumftances, 
nor have I any friend on earth, to whofe opi- 
nion I (hall attach fo much attention and re- 
fge(5t as to your's : yet I know not how, nor 
L 6 vsckj^S^ 
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ought I perhaps, if I knew how to defcribe 
the fcnlktion it gives me, to find myfclf ad- 
<1rers'd by you on this fubjeft. In every mat- 
ter I can lay my heart before you without 
fcruple or referve, in this only I feel a back- 
wardnefs and repugnance, which ought not 
to be there, nor ihall it be, if my utmoft ef- 
forts can prevent it; therefore I humbly pray 
you to proceed, and if I mifbehave myfelf by 
any fuddcn weaknefs I am not able to con- 
troul, let me rather meet your pity than incur 

^-your difpleafure or contempt/' 

" Fear not," replied Henry, " that you 

' can poflibly be exposM to either one or the 
other, nor fufFcr yourfelf to believe I have any 
motives but thofe of the pureft friendfhip 
for prefling this unwelcome explanation upon 
you. You and I, Sufan, have been in certain 
fituations, for which I muft remain your ever- 
lafting debtor in gratitude, and in the courfe 
of which the benevolent warmth and fenfi- 
bility of your heart have been fo far interefted 
in my favour, that I feel myfelf in fuch a de- 
gree refponfible for your happinefs and fecure 
cftablifliment in life, as to make it a matter 
of confcience with me, to fee you fettled and 
content, before ) can enjoy widi perfeft peace 

of 
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of mind the happinefs I myfelf have fo flat- 
tering a profped: of. You have known mj^ 
friend Williams longer than I have, and I 
need not fpeak to you of his worth j as little 
need I fay that he loves you to. the length of . 
marrying you/' 

Here Sufan demanded if Williams had faid 
that voluntarily, and of his own accord, or if 
Henry had urged him to it, in confequcnce 
of any thing that had been talked of in con- 
fidence between them. To this HenVy replied, 
*' I am free to confefs to you, that all I have 
to telt him he already knows; but as I have 
had nothing to tell, except what makes for 
your credit and recommendation, he views 
your charafter in its beft and faireft light: a 
loft fide perhaps towards the tender paflion he 
may credit you for, but of me he has no right 
to be jealous, and for himfclf he has no rea- 
fon either to glance at what has paft, or ap- 
prehend for what may be to come. A hand- 
fome fellow at all points as he is, can have 
nothing to fear from an honeft- hearted girl 
like you, whofe very firft leffon of love was of 
his teaching." — Sufan call her eyes down, and 
blufhed. Henry proceeded, *^ He is now cftab- 
lifh'd in a profcflion, where his diligence and 
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(kill will cnfure luccefs : what can you better 
determine upon than to join your meatis with 
his, and fix for life with an amiable and 
worthy man, w^ho has a heart to love youj 
an underftanding to advife you, and a fpirit 
that will protect and uphold you under all 
events of life ?" 

•' Thank you for your good counfel," re- 
plied Sufan, keeping her eyes fixt on the floor ; 
** I have a great opinion of Mr. Williams^ 

but "j here flie paufed, " if you are fo con- 

defceriding as to be his advocate in this mat- 
ter, you will advife him not to talk to me on 
the fubjedt for fome two or three days to 
come." 

" I undcrftand you," faid Henry; and right- 
ly judging that a longer pleading would not. 
help ills client, haftened out of the rooon.. 



Chap. 
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Chapter V. 

Some of the principal Char alters in this Hijiory 
, are winding up their Farts. 

l^TyTHEN our hero had concluded his' 
^ ^ conference with Sufan, he repaired to 
his father, and had the fatisfaftion to hear him 
fay he found himfelf fo well recovered, that he 
propofed, with Williams's permiffion, to ac- , 
cept Sir Roger ,Manftock's kind invitation, and 
pay him a vifit the very next day. If otir 
reader has not heard of this invitadon, we have 
his pardon to folicit, as well as that of the hof- 
pitable Baronet, for our negleft to record it. 
At the bottom of the ftairs, as he came down 
from his father's room, he was met by old 
Weevil, who came to return thanks for his 
kindnefs to his fon: Tom was aow returned 
home, to the great joy of his family, who con- 
templated his fears with triumph, and heard 
his tale with rapture and delight. His father 
propofed to him to take on with the trade of 
the mill, and Sir Roger Manftock had offered 
to put him into a fmall farm, but Tom was a 
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lad of an entcrprifing fpirit, and in hfs flioit: | 
cruize had contraftcd a paffion for the fca,. | 
The cut in his Ikull had not cooled the courage 
at his heart, and a fea-ftring life was fo decid- 
edly his choice, that Captain Carey, at the fuit 
of our hero, had promifed him ennployment: 
And as we arc now more at leifure to attends 
to his particular hiftory than we fhall probably 
be when nearer to the conclufion of our genc-^ 
ral one, we fhall take the opportunity of in- 
forming our readers by anticipation, that 
Thomas Weevil, through Carey's intereft, ob- 
tained the lucrative employ of purfer to his^ 
frigate; and in the courfe of a fuccefsful war- 
fare, earned enough to provide a comfortable- 
retreat for himfelf in time of peace* 

Henry^s converfation ,with the Miller was- 
now CKM fliort by a more eonfequential vifitorf, 
his late antagonift. Captain Crowbery, was. 
in the parlour, and requefted a few words with . 
him in private." He underftood Mr. Dela- 
poer had intended his noble relation the ho^ 
nour of a vifit, when he was taken fuddenly 
ills that his Lordlhip was now from homc^ 
and in hts abfehee he wifhcd Mr. Delapoer to 
Se informed, that if the bufinefs was fuch as. 
he could execute, or was thought worthy tb 
-H bcL 
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be entrtrfted with, he fhould gladly receive his 
commands. 

Henry made anfwer, that from what he un- 
derftood of Mr. Delapoer's mind on the fub- 
jeft, he had no prefent wifti of troubling Lord 
Crowbery or any of the family upon the bu- 
finefs in queftion; it fimply related to adefign 
which he had laid afide : at all events, it did 
not apply to him, the Captain, and if it ftiould 
be taken up afrefti, he prcfumcd Lord Crow- 
bery would be at home again in a few days. 
To diis the Captain replied, he was foriy to 
fay that was not likdy to be the cafe, as he 
tmA confefs it was not a very honourable 
way he had taken of terminating a rjifli en- 
gagement, by running away from it: it could 
not be denied that Mils Claypole was unfairly 
treated, for maiters had gone great lengths, 
and now my Lord had tak^n leave of her in a 
very abrupt falhion, by going out of England 
without any warning, either to her or to her 
uncle, who accompanied him to town upon th^ 
pretence of arranging matters for the marriage : 
that Mr. Claypole was noW come back, hav- 
ing had a letter put into his hand after his 
"Lordfliip's departure, in which he avows his 
rcfolution of difcharging himfelf from his en- 
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gagements upon prudential reafons ; and fkjs 
he has probably taken leave of England for 
fome years to come. — ** I have fought occa- 
fion of telling you this,** added he, " becaufe 
I would fain f^and ijdear in your opinion ias to 
my part in the tranfa<5tion> which is fimply 
that of being left here in a moft unpleafent 
predicament; the heareft relation of a man, 
whofe condud I cannot approve, but whofe 
interefts at the fame time I muft not abandcMi- 
My fituation will, I truft, apologize fbr this 5 and 
^-proteft to you, upon my honour, I have not 
been his Lordfhip's advifer in the proceeding. 
I fhould have expcdcd that decency alone 
would have kept him out of an engagement fo 
unfcemly and precipitate. Whilft that affair was 
carrying on, I was banifli'd from the caftle^to 
which I am but juft recalled, there to be left in 
truft of his concerns, with the diftrefsful a^ra- 
yation of being made witnefs to a fceric, that 
beggars all defcription. And now, having 
trefpafs'd on your patience w/th a detail litde 
iqterefting perhaps to you, I have only to 
^d, that if Mr. Delapoer, as your friend, has 
jany thing to propofe within the compafs of 
my power to gratify him in, I (hall be. happy 
in die opportunity of Ihewing my regard to 

you,, 
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you, by the attention I (hall pay to his com- 
mancis." 

" Captain Crowbery/' faid our hero, " I 
am much beholden to you for the kindnefs of 
this offer. The candour with which you mark 
a condu6t, that cannot be juftified by any prin- 
ciple of honour, leaves me nothing to add to 
your comments on that proceeding; I am 
forry for the lady ; but as I fufpeft no other 
paflion but ambition has part in the difap- 
pointment, I hope (he will the fooner forget it. 
With regard to her uncle, I am afraid it is 
not in my heart to find much pity for his mor- 
tification: in the meani time. Sir, I (hall im- 
part to Mr. Delapoer the very handfome 
manner you hav.e exprefs'd yourfelf in to- 
wards him, and I doubt not but he will, be 
^ duly fenfible of your politenefs." 

This faid, Captain Crowbery took his leave, 
and in a few minutes after, whilft Henry was 
fitting alone pondering on thefe events, to his 
unfpeakable furprize, the door was thrown 
open, and Fanny Claypole herfelf, without any 
previous ceremony, haftily and wildly burft 
into the room. 

" 1 was refolv'd,'* (he cried, " to fee you 
once more for the laft time j and if you have 
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any pity in your heart for an injured woman, 
you will not refufc to hear me. That monftcr 
Crowbcry, that murderer of hts wiife, has af- 
faflinatcd my reputation ; but I have found out 
his hiding-place, and I am fctting out this 
moment in purfuit of him : villain as he is, 
he fliall rue my vei>geance. After the moft 
iedudng promiies, the moft facred vows to 
marry me, he has fled from his engagements 
out of England; and before I follow him, 
perfuaded it will never be my fate to fee you 
more, I cannot go in peace till I have declar'd 
to you my contrition, and implored your for-r 
givcnefe: Oh 1 Henry, there is one moment of 
my life I muft never ceafe to think upon 
without horroj! Thank Heaven you furviv'd 
it! I was mad and defperate to deftroy you/' 
" Say no more of it," replied our hero,, 
** banifh it from your memory, as I (halt bury 
it in filence \ and be aflur'd I cordially forgive 
you/' — " I know," faid fhe, " you are ca- 
pable of every thing that is great and noble, 
and I implore of Heaven to reward you in the 
arms of the beft and moft beautiful of her fex, 
your beloved Ifabella : I only lov'd you ; (he 
loves, approves and deferves you."-*^" I have 
beard," refumed he,. ** how bafely you have: 

bcen^ 
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been treated ; but what elfe cou'd you expeft 
from fuch a wretch ? So far from allowing you 
ought to regret his flight as a misfortu»e, it 
appears to me you fhou'd rejoice in it, as an 
efcape out of the hands of a villain, which, to 
a lady in your lituation, is a moft providential 
refcue." 

** Ah! Henry," fhe replied, '* it is my 
lituation that makes him a villain, and the 
worit of villains ; but I repeat to you that 
1 will not be injured with impunity; and when 
you hear of me "again, you fhall hear I am 
revenged, England I fhall never vifit more j 
and now, before we part for ever, if you are 
fincere in your forgivenefs of me, you will 
hear with favour this my laft requeft. My 
uncle, poor deluded man, is broken-hearted 
on his own and my account ; he repents from 
his foul his ingratitude to Sir Roger Man- 
ftock, and his enmity to you j he juftly delpairs 
of regaining your loft opinions i but as he has 
no where to refort but to his refidencc at 
Manftock, he ardently folicits your good 
offices to fecure him fuch a reception on his 
return, as may encourage him to refume his 
funftions with fome degree of comfort, and 
not entirely di(grace him in the eyes of KW 
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pariftiioncrs. Whqp I am gone, his fituatlcm 
will be fad indeed i my indifcretion, and bis 
own ambition, have dcftroy'd his peace ; your 
benevolence may preferve him from abfolute 
delpair. Have you the magnanimity to ex- 
tend it^o him, and return good for ill?— I am 
fatisfied you haye/' 

** I hope," replied Henry, " wc both arc 
capable of returning good for ill. No one, 
who ever tailed that fweet tranfport, can re- 
gret the facrifice of fuch a direful paiTion as 
revenge. The virtue of forgivenefs is in its 
own nature fo lovely, fo congenial to man, 
that if it had not been prefcrib'd to us as a 
duty, we fhou'd have praftis'd it as an in- 
dulgence. When we are inftrufted to forgive 
our enemies, knowing them to be fuch, it is a 
precept, that does not take away our fenle of 
injuries, it only abridges us of the privilege of 
revenging them ; and you, who fwell with 
rage againft the wretch that has betray Vd you, 
who threaten to purfue him with your, ven- 
geance, tell me, is it a pleafurable fenfation 
you now nourifh in your heart? Would it not 
be a happy reformation, were it poflible, to 
change the tempeft into a calm with the word 
of power ? Religion has that power, mercy 

caA 
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can fpeak that word ; (he can breathe peace 
into your bofom, and purify jthe heart in 
which fhe dwells, till nothing evil can ap- 
proach it— mercy is that virtue, which ofFers 
opportunity to all ; for who is there that has 
not fomething to forgive, although he may 
have nothing to beftow ? 'Tis general as the 
fun; no folitude can exclude its emanation. 
Caft me upon a defart coaft, an exile from 
fociety, where animated nature does not 
draw the breath of life, ftill I can find fome 
objeft to engage tny care; the plant that 
feebly vegetates for want of foil, the rill that 
flruggles for a clearer channel, will demand 
my help; and mercy, like heaven's general 
dew, fhall fall upon the naked earth, though 
not an infeft that has life be prefent to par- 
take of it," 

" I muft not hear you on this fubjeft," cried 
the relentlefs damfel;*" my nerves are brac'd 
to the undertaking; my wrongs will not be 
reafon'd with, my heart pants for revenge ; 
the interceflion of an angel cou*d not fhake 
me from my purpofe. Farewell for ever !'*— 
With this terrible denunciation, (he fprung out 
of the room, leaving our hero to purfue his 
firuidcfs meditations by himfclf. 
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Chapter VI. 

IFb^ the Judge is in League with the Advi^ate^ 
^tis eafy to frediSl the Iffue of the Suit. 

^TpHE fccne laft recorded made fo deep 
^ an impreflion on the fenfibilitjr of our 
Henry, that when he returned to Manftock 
Houfe in the evening, the effeft was fo dif- 
coverable, that he found it neceffary to im- 
part to the enquiring Ifabella what had caufed 
it. When \\t had finiflied his recital, which, 
chough not coloured to the height, was fuS- 
clently horrible to account for what ihe had 
remarkedi ftie produced a letter, that day re- 
ceived from the unhappy objeft of their con- 
verfation, wherein flie takes fhame to hcrfelC 
for her conduft towards Henry, and paints 
his charafter in the higheft terms of praife : 
flie fpeaks of Lord Crowbery as a wretch too 
bafe to live, and takes a final leave of Ifa- 
bella, with the warmeft wifhes for her h^ppi- 
nefs; recommending, as her laft petition, her 
repentant uncle, to pardon and proteftion, and 
entreating her to employ^hcr generous efforts 

>for 
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for mittgatiitg the juft relentment of Sir Ro- 
ger. *^ There is juftice, at kaft/* faid Ifa- 
bella, *'in this poor creature's heart, tho' it 
is the flave of paffion and revenge. Alas ! I 
fear fhe is defperate enough to ejceciite any 
dreadful aft ftie meditates j but what is to be 
llone with tWs poor deluded uncle of her's, 
whom Ihe recommends to o<ir pity ? Methinks 
it W0u*d be hard to reftife him that, now he 
has feen his error, and fmarts for it fo feverely* 
It carinot be cxpeded my father fhou*d ever 
entertain the fame affeftion for Kim as before^ 
por is it, pethaps/ to be.wifti'd he Ihou^dj 
'4>ut I think I may anfwier for it that he will 
never fhew him any marks of his refentment. 
I ana told he came early to the vicarage this 
morning, and no doubt it is a heavy moment 
with him, whilft he is uncertain what recep* 
tion he will meet from this family, by whofe 
notice or nedeft all the pariSiioiiers will go- 
vern themfelves. Poor man ! he wants a com- 
forter : I know the tenderne/s of your heart, 
Henry, and I wi(h you cou*d prevail upon 
yourfdf to pay him a charitable vifit."— 
*' Mzf all your wifties be as readily antici- 
pated r* replied Henry ; " I have done that 
already. *'^ — :" Have you ?^ fhe exclaimed ^ 
VoL.iy. M ^'V^ 
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" how like yourfelf is fuch benevolence ! I 
cannot tell you, Henry, what delight I take 
in every thing that does you honours but. 
what is that but faying every a£lion of your 
life difiufcs pleafure to your friends ?" — " That 
praife is more than I deferve," faid Henry; 
" for I really fought my own gratification ih 
vifiting Mr. Claypole, who is fo much an al- 
tered man, that I got rid of fpme unpleafant im- 
preffions I had receiv'd in his disfavour ; and 
when a man has the good fenfe to fee and can- 
didly to confefs his errors, fo far from being Icf- 
fen'd in my opinion, he feems to me a more 
amiable character than before he had committed 
them." — " I dare lay I Ihou'd think as you 
do," replied Ifabella, " if I did not recoiled 
there is one perfon in the world who has ne- 
ver taken that method to encreafe my good 
opinion of him." — "That only proves your 
partiality is greater than your memory," re- 
joined Henry, looking tenderly upon her; 
*^ but whilft my whole heart is your*s, and 
«very thought which, it conceives is infpir*d 
-by the ambition of approving myfelf to you, 
following that impulfe, how is it poffible I 
fhou'd err?"— "Ah, flatterer!" flie replied, 
^^ if my approbation is your objeft, that is 

i lODg 
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long fince obtained."— In faying this fhe yicld- 
^ ed him her hand, whilft her eni'aptured lover, 
preffing it to his lips, dropt on his knee at her 
feet: "And may I not/' he faid, '^ prefume, 
upon that approbation/ to folicit the furrender 
of this lovely hand for life ? When will the 
charming Ifabella deign to blefs her fond devoted 
fupplicant, whom fhe has condefcended fo ta 
praife and honoupabove all that he can merit ? 
Oh ! ^ when will that foft heart, fo full of pity, 
yield to my interceffion, and confent to Ihortea 
my fufpence ? How many anxious days have 
I to number betwixt hope and happinefs ?''— 
" Days V (he exclaimed, *' what are you think- 
ing of?'' — " Of you, the firft in air my thoughts, 
the faireft, lovelieft object in creation ; of my- 
felf next, the wretchedeft of beings, if, after 
a few weeks, I muft be doom'd to bear the 
pangs of feparation from all that is dear to me 
in life."-T-" And why of feparation?" Ihe de- 
manded; *^ my father, it is true, will be cair4 
up to town at the meeting of Parliament, xbut 
you win be with us, Henry ; I am fure my 
father does not mean to part with you : don't . 
you perceive he is never happy without you ?" 

"He is very good to jne," he replied; 
" but ftill I cannot look forward to that time 
M 2 ^\\icvKsv^ 
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without alarm. London is my terror: what 
can I do in it ? I have never been in the ha- 
bits of a London life, nor can I accord to 
them. Adieu to the foft fliades of Manftock, 
and our delightful walks beneath them ! Fare- 
weH our peaceful evenings, undifhirb'd by 
noife, uninterrupted by intruders ! No more 
rhorning rides, amidft flocks and herds 
and cultivated farms, to vifit the improve- 
ments of the hufbandman and the works of 
the labourer : ho peaceful cottager will be 
ftanding at her door to greet my IfabelU with 
a bleffing as flie pafles; no infant ' children 
cloath'd by her bounty, no aged objefts feed- 
mg on her bread ^ all tranquil pleafures will 
vanifh, and, perhaps, the very fenfes them- 
felves change with, the fcene tharffiifts before 
them : the eye may lofe its pufitfy of Ipecula- 
tion, the ear its chafte abhorrence of unmean- 
ing folly or infidious ffettery- and the heart, 
furpriz'd by novelty and fapp'd by diflipation, 
may in time be perverted from its fimpUcity 5 
and thefe venerable towers, thefeat of holpita- 
lity and peace, when vifited again, may prefent 
nothing to the imagination but the gloomy 
, haunts of folitude and melancholy.'* 

« Heavens ! what a piaaire/' fhe exclaim- 
§ ed) 
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ed; ^' b«t can thtfc fearful predictions be re* 
aiiz'd ? No, Henry, I hayc been trained to do - 
ineftic habits, and to them I will adhere. My 
4uty leads me to attend upon my father, and 
to that alone I will devote myfelf: you fhall 
nev€tr have to feek me at public places and af- 
femblies: we will pafs our evenings at home, 
arid hold to the old fafhions of Manftock Houfe, 
till it is our happy deftiny to return to it again, 
and then you fcall witnefs if my fpirics fink 
upon the fight of it!" — "\\|'ou'd to Heaven 
that day was come!" rejoined Henry, with a 
figh ; *^ or that my adorable Ifabella wou*d be 
gracioufly dif^s*d to fave me from thofe ago^ 
' liies, that parting muft infli^/' — "A^ain you 
talk of partings whene is the neceflity for 
that?" — "Becaufe I am a fpn/' he replied; 
♦* and have as yet no nearer, no fuperior, dugr 
to oppofe to nature's caH upon me. Gan I de- 
fert my father, in his declining ftate ? Hi$ 
m^lweholy ftatbn, 4s you know, is fixt, and 
n€ithing can allure him from it •. how then can 
I acquit myfelf to confcience, and be juftified 
to him, unlefs my lovely advocate will furnifli 
me with a pica to put to filence^all oppofing 
^daims ? Can rfie moft generous of her fex 
M^ refica: 
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refleft that fhc has power to blefs me with a 
word, and will fhe^ot pronounce it ?'* ^ 

He accompanied this appeal with a look fo 
touching, and action fo' tender, that the fond 
and unoppofing Ifabella^ was difarmed and 
vanquifhed. The dread of feparation on the 
one hand, and the impulfe of all-powerful love 
on the other, confpired to fecond and enforce 
his fuit. As (he meditated upon -a reply, her 
colour came and went, as alternate emotibns 
fucceeded one another : delicacy fuggefted 
fome repelling thoughts; the recent death of. 
Lady Crowbery oppofed a ftrong impediment 
to hafty meafurcs ; but then (he called to mind 
two months were yet to pafs before her father 
would be called' from home, and then the fame 
objeftions of decorum would not remain in 
the fame force. She perceived that every hour 
improved her lover's intereft with Sir Roger, 
and in two long months- there were many 
hours to mature that intereft, till what was 
Henry's wifh might be. her father's alfo, and 
then her precipitation would not ftand in need 
of an excufe : in Ihort, thefe fame intervening 
months were fuch a refource in her reafonings 
upon this petition, and love is fo ingenious to 

avail 
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avail himfelf of every refource againft hefita- 
~ tion and delay, that Ihe did not feel herfelf 
neceflitated to qua(h his hopes by a peremp- 
tory refufal ; but, on the contrary, turning her 
eyes upon him with a fmile that would have 
animated any heart which had not totally for- 
borne' to beat, and bluftiing with a confciouf- 
nefe that ihe was to fpeak upon a fubjeft that 
awal^ned all her fenfiWlity, fhe faid, fhc hoped 
•he was more ingenious than fincere in dating 
an alternative to puzzle her poor wits, and 
make a choice of difficulties, fo artfully de- 
vifed, that fhe could only fay he had found 
that one circumftance to alarm her with, more 
terrible on reflexion than all Ihe had to dread 
by yielding to his importunity. — '^Qh^ Hen- 
ry TV added ihe, her fweet voice tremblin|r 
and finking into tones th^ moft tender, " it 
is plain you know the power you have upon 
my heart, when you menace me with a fepa- 
ration I have not fortitude to bear, and re- 
prefent yourfelf in afflidlion ' and diftrefs of 
mind, which you tell me is ii> my power to 
relieve you from with a fingle word, con- 
.yinc*d, as you mull be, there is no facrifice 
I wou'd not make to pllrchafe your releafe. 
If in this ftreight, therefore, you are refolv'd 
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to hem me in by terrors on both fides, I 
freely own I have not the heart to make you 
wretched, and do not want the courage to 
refort to that alternative, which takes the in^ 
quietude from you, and fixes it on me alone." 

Henry replied to this with fuch refpeAfbl^ 
-but impreflive tendernefs, and though his heart 
overflowed with gratitpde, he tempered it with 
fuch delicacy, that before their intereftii^ cort- 
▼erfation was oonciiiided, every dbjedtfon I£t« 
bella's timidity had oppdfed was removed, and 
her fond heart' becanie Co complete a convert 
to thfe rhetoric of love, that virhen they broke 
up their conference, it would have been hard 
to decide, could their fecret thoughts have 
been dUcovered, which of i^ two was ntoft 
impaiieiit for the happy moi^iieht that was co 
unite diem for life. 



Chapter VII. 
Occurrences upcin a Vifit at Mapfiock Houfe. 

'TPHE next morning Henry rode over to 
^ Crowbery, and found his father pre- 
paring himfclf for his vifit to Sir Roger Man- 

ftock. 



ftock. It was a bold experiment, but his heart 
was fo much bent upon the undertaking, that' 
Williams no longer oppotfed it. At the hour 
appointed Sir Roger's horfes came oyer, and 
Pelapoer ftept gaily into his chaife, after taking 
a moft grateful leave of the hofpitaWe wonmen 
•and honeft Ezekiel, who were affembled on 
the occafion, and with many kind wifhes at- 
tended him to the carriage. The day fe^med 
tp fmile upon his ipnterprize, and he arrived at 
the gates of the venerable manfion with ftrength 
and fpirits recruited by the frefhnefe of the air 
^nd the gentle exercife which the vehicle had 
given him. On the firft ftep before the door 
the worthy Baronet received his vifitor, and 
welcomed him with that ho^itable grace which, 
was peculiarly his own. As he entered jthe 
ftatcly hall, through two files of domeftic$^ 
ranged on earh fide, he was ftruck with a pe* 
culiar delight, in contemplating a fcene that 
fo ftrongly contrafted every thing his eyeis had 
of late been accuftomed to, and carried his 
imagination back through centuries pall to the 
times of feudal ftate and chivalry. He feemed 
never weary of praifing and admiring every 
tiling he faw, nor was Sir Roger backward in, 
explaining every objeft of his curiofity 5 he 
M 5 Vjjv^:^ 
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knew the owners of each fhield and corfe- 
let, had the hiftory of their battles by heart, 
could point out their portraits in the pifture- 
gallery, and elucidate every banner and bear- 
ing of the family coat ; to all which Delapoer, 
who was an adept in heraldry, gave a willing 
and attentive. ear. 

In the midft of this difcourfe, when Sir 
Roger had brought down his narrative fo near 
to modern times as to be juft then engaged in 
relating an anecdote of his great grandmother, 
very much to the credit of her beauty, Dela- 
poer^s attention was drawn off by the entrance 
of Ifabella, in whofc perfon he beheld a living 
model of fuch exquifite perfeftion, that he could 
not refift whifpering to the Baronet, that what- 
ever might have been the charms of the ancefr 
tor, he was perfuaded they were outdone by thofe 
of the defcendant. Sir Roger fmiled, and pro- 
bably was not difpleafed with the apoftrophe, 
though he ftill feemed unwilling to give up his 
great grandmother — murmuring, in an under 
voice, that he could affure him Lady Rachel 
was a famous woman in her time. Ifabella's 
manners were of that natural and engaging 
fort, that all the graces^ which others gain by 
ftudy, Ihe feemed to polTefs to a fuperior de- 
gree 
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grce by the gift of nature: how then could 
fhe fail to charm a man of Dclapoer's fenfi- 
bility, who at the fame time recognized in 
her fine perfon a family likenefs of that be- 
loved image which fad remembrance had in- 
delibly imprefled upon his mind ? His figure, 
though in decay,, had ftill a grace and high- 
borrr elegance about it, which neither lapfe of 
years in a debilitating ^ climate, nor the more 
fatal inroads of corroding melancholy, could 
fo efl^ace, but that there ftill remained the vene- 
rable ruin of a noble form. His addrefs, though 
certainly not that of the prefent asra, was not 
fo ftifFened by oriental forms as to be trouble- 
fomely ceremonious \ it had all the gallantry 
and good-breeding of the old court, with fome 
flight tints, perhaps, of its pedantiy and pre- 
cifion : this, m Sir Roger's eye, was the very 
model of a fine gentleman, and no inftruments 
in unifon ever harmonized more perfedlly 
than the good hoft and his gueft. 

Sir Roger's ftile, as we before obferved, 
was, in point of open hofpitality, that.of the 
feudal ages, and bis return to Manftock brought 
a great refort of the neighbouring gentry to 
his houfe, where the board mi^Kt iNXitx-aJJc^ ^^ 
faid to groan with plenty v bv^x. \5cv^ xcss^^^"^^- 

^5 ^^^^Cv^ 
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refting Ipcftacleto Delapocr was that of the 
domcftics at their dinner, ranged at three dif- 
tinft tablesj accorditig to their gradations and 
degrees. " This is true magnificence,*' fee 
cried ; ** thb is a princely manner of admi- 
niftering a great eftatc/' Some venerable per- 
fonages at the head of the garriibn particukdy 
ftruck him; whert a grey-headed fenior, who 
prefided at the upper cable, giving a fignal for 
fllence, rofe from his feat, and lifting a can to 
his lips, proclaimed aloud, ^^Prt^perityto tbeboufi 
of Manftock!^* vk^hich was repeated by all with 
the like adion, and in the like pofture ; where- 
upon, the libation being finiflied, the whtle 
company broke up, and difperfed to their fc- 
veral occupations and employs. 

In the great parlour, where Sir Roger en- 
tertained his guefts, Delapoer was much amufed 
by the feries of femily portraits, exhibiting cu- 
rious fpecimens of eharaftcrs and dreflcs in the 
feveral falhions of their times; whilft the Gothic 
windows of painted glafs refleded variegated 
gleams of the prifmatic colours, which played 
upon the faces of the company with a Angular 
and whimfical efFeft : Zachary Cawdle in par- 
ticular, who was one at the table, fate direftly 
in the ftrcaift of fo big^^ a^wi^ gl ^\vtc&«v 
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light) that he exhibited a moft ferocious and 
j^efplendent mafk of foil, that would not have 
difcredited the hue of Bacchus hinifelf in tK« 
gayefl: of his frolics. . 

When the ladies had retired, after dinner^ 
fomething was faid of Lord Crowbery by a 
gentleiiian who fate next to Henry. He might 
have known it was a topic not very acceptable 
or polite at Sir Roger's table ; and as he feemed 
going into an account of his attachment ti> 
Mifs Claypole> Heiiry, in a whilper, reminded 
him that there were fome prefent who would 
be thankful to him if he would change the 
fubjedt he was upon. The young man was 
proud, ill-mannered, and irritable; he took 
Henry's hint as an affront, and turniog to hinti 
with an indignant look, faid, in a tone that 
marked his purpofe to be heard by every body 
round him, " I don't know how I have de- 
ferv'd your reprimand. Sir, nor by what right 
I an) ftopt in my fpcech, when Iwas neither 
addrefling it to you, nor about to fpeak difre* 
Ipcftfully of Lord Crowbery, to whom I have 
the honour of being related, and for whom I 
entertain a very high regard and cftccm." 

All eyes were inftantly upon the angjrx ^^- 
tkmaiij Sir Rogpr y(«^ ^Tt^wvw^^^ w;^^^-^ 
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pofe, and Delapder had drawn himfelf up into 
a martial attitude, when our hero with the 
mod: perfcft compofure, not elevating his 
voice, nor retorting the acrimonious tone in 
which he had been addi^efled, replied, that he 
was not aware of his conne6lian with Lord 
Crowbery, but fince that was the cafe, he 
would compromife the matter without any 
further interruption to the company—" For, 
if you. Sir/' added he, " will be pleas'd ta 
fay nothing more as to ybur opinion of his 
Lordfhip, I will be perfeftly filent as to mine.*' 
—"You will do well. Sir," replied Mr. Hard- 
ham (for that was the name of th6 fpeaker) 
" to be filent in thii and every other com- 
pany, where that noble Lord • is nam'd/* — 
Then rifing from his feat, he faid— " With 
your leave. Sir Roger, we will adjourn to the 
ladies."—" Hold, Sir," cried Henry, " we 
are both at iflue before this good company, 
and if either of us has received ^n infuk, let 
him that gave it deliver' an apology : if there 
is here one gentleman, that pronounces me 
in fault, I am inftantly pf epar'd to niake 
atonement on the fpot,"— " No, no, no !" 
was echoed by every voice; and one gentle- 
inan added, that he dare fay Mx% YV?.\:ei5cs3m\. 
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WQuld apologize. — " If that is your opinion," 
he replied, " you will be pleas'd to tell me, in 
the firft place, for what I ann to apologize, 
and next to whom, for to this moment I never - 
heard what name the gentleman chufes to be 
addrefs'd by." — " By mine," replied Dela- 
poer, " by a name which he inherits as my 
fon, and by which he is intitled to exad: fatis- 
faftion from any gentleman that has thehardi-* 
nefs to infult him." 

Thefe words were calmly, though pointed- 
ly delivered j Mr. Hardham paufed for a few 
moments, then addreffing himfelf to Mr. De- 
lapoer, faid— " I am anfwer'dj and from what 
I felt as a relation of Lord Crowbery, can al- 
low for what you muft feel as fo much nearer 
allied to this gentleman ; to you therefore, as his 
father, I refer myfelf implicitly, and whatever 
you in your candour think proper to didate, 
that"! will repeat." — "Then, Sir," replied 
Delapoer, <^ I can be at no lofs to pronounce ; 
you have already faid enough, and all I have 
further to wifti for my fon is, that he may have 
the honour and happihefs of being better 
known to you." 

Thus, by the timely application of a few 
patient words, an altercation was put a flop 
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to, which threatened fatal confequenccs, * for 
Mr, Hardham was a young man of a very 
fprward fpirit, and had more than once been 
engaged in what are called afiairs of honour j 
he had withal a full fenfc of his own confe* 
quence> being a man of great property in the 
county, fon of the lately deceafed member,, 
and the very pcrfon whom his party nicant to 
have fet up as candidate, had not Sir Ilogcr 
met the wifties of the coalirion, and f)reventcd 
a conteft. His petuliance nobody wondered 
at, for that was habitual to himj how he came 
to be fo right-headed in getting oyt q( thq 
quarrel, was matter of welcome furprize to 
.e^/cery body J but there was ^ latent mptive> 
which operated upon him for curbing" his, 
temper in the prefence of Sir Roger j and it 
was not fo much the firm words of Delapoer, 
'a3*the fair eyes of Ifabelk, that were the peace- 
makers on this occafion ; he had watched her 
during the entertainment; her madncrs charm-, 
ed him, her beauty enchanted him j but there 
was fomething in her looks. at times, that di- 
redted his fufpicion towards the. perfon of our 
hero ; and this, together with a report, that 
had reached his ears, of an attachment in that 
quarter, threw a fpark of jealoufy upon the 

combuftiblcs 
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<^mbuftiMes of his frame, which accounts for 
the cxplofion that fo fuddenly took place: 
the event, however, fliews that this quarrel- 
fome gentleman, like others of the like qua- 
Hty, had temper at command, when it fuited 
Inm to make ufe of it. 

Few things could have given greater pairi 
to the holpitable heart of Sir Roger Manftock, 
ttem t6 have had the peace and good order 
of ibciety difturbed beneath the facred pro- 
<eftion of his roof : the harmony that now 
fucceeded, ivas of courfe grateful to him aboVfe 
all, and he fpared no pains to convince Mr. 
Hardham of this by repeated marks of the 
mod pointed attention* After a few chearful 
and conciliatory glaffes, it was again.propofed 
to adjourn to the drawing-room : here the pa- 
cified gentleman had a fair oppqrtunity of re- 
newing his attentions to the lovely Ifabella, 
without any interruption from Henry, now 
clofcted with his friend Williams, who had 
galloped over from Crowbery, to impart the 
glad tidings of his approaching nuptials with 
hh& h\r betrothed, who had confented to yield 
(what; alone jflie had withheld) her hand in 
fnarriage on the day but one next enfuing. 
Henry was truly rejoiced at the news, but put 
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as much gravity into his features as the feli^ 
city of the occafion would admit of; all 
which Williams, who read his thoughts, un- 
dcrftood without a comment, Mr, Delapocr 
was likewifc cayed. into conference, not only 
for the purpofe of congratulation,: but(t» uhr 
dergo certain ihedical interrogatories, that 
Williams had to put to hhii > all which were 
difcuQcd to the muttsalfatisfaftion of both 
.parties, for nothing was now wanting but jgent. 
de exercife and cautipUs regimen on the: pa- 
tient's part to confirm his recovery, and there- 
by eftablifli the profcflional fame of the bride- 
groom cleft. ; : . 



CkApffER VIII. 

A certain Gentleman repedh his Vijit. 

\X7HEN Henry returned to the drawing- 

^^ room, he. found •nobody there but the 

father and daughter; the company were a)l 

.gone, and Mr. Hardham the lalt. His atten- 

. tion to I fabella had been fo marked, that when, 

upon 
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. upon taking leave of Sir Roger, he begged 
permiffion to wait on him the next morning, 
upon an affair of confequence, there was little 
doubt to be made but that it had refpeft to 
Ifabella. This was conveyed to Sir Roger in 
a whifper, as he paffed through the hall to his 
•carriage; and* the Baronet had now been im- 
parting it to his daughter, with his comments 
upon it to the above effect: herown obferva- 
^tions alfo coincided with die fame idea, and 
the point was not long in debate what Ihould 
be the nature of the anfwer to the propofal, if 
•it came ; for, independant of all prior engage- 
ments, Mr. Hardham had not the happy fa- 
culty of recommending himfelf-to.the good 
graces of either party : Sir Roger, indeed, ac- 
knowledged that his pretenfibns were unex- 
ceptionable in point of fortune and family, but 
he thought him of a proud imperious nature;, 
and when he came to refledl upon. his beha- 
viour at table towards Henry, he thought he 
could difcover other motives for his acquief- 
ccnce than what refulted from, pure candour 
and cbnviftion. Ifabella faid, fhe had never 
found herfelf fo embarrafled by the attentions 
of any man in her life, his whole addrcfs 
feemed artificially put on to cover a chara6ter 
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and temper very different from what he aC- 
fumed } but of all ihe pcrfecutions fhe ever 
fufitredy by being looked out of countenance, 
none was to be compared with what his. eyei 
had the facility of in&^ng, when flie found 
them for ever fixt upon her j in ihort, thrown 
ing all ccmiparifons out of the qucftion, Mr; 
Hardham was pofitively, in her opinion, the 
mod unplea&nt man fh$ had ever met with. 

In this period of thck difcourfc Heriry cn« 
tered the room; jind relptcd what had paffed 
between him and Williams. A new fubjefl 
was now ftarted, and of a pleaf^nter nature; 
Henry fpokc in, the higheft terms of Williams, 
and as his father was now retired to his chson- 
bcr for the night, he gave an account of aU 
he had done for Williams, and how he h^ 
adjufted matters with Zachary on his behalf^ 
by which he had fet him out cfear in the 
world, with a fair prolpe6t of jRiccefs in his 
profcflion, and of a hippy conne&ion with the 
girl of his heart, now comfertably etftablifhed. 
Ifaibella aflced if he was fully aj^rifcd of Su.- 
fan's hiftory. Henry aflwred her, he was 
acquainted with every particular of it, and had 
little difficulty in reconciiiog himfelf to cir- 
cumftances, more liBj^jtabde to ill-treatment 

than 
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than mifconduft. — "And was Sufan very rea- 
dily confenting to the match ? had Ihe no ivu^ 
pies to overcome ? was fhe wholly and folely 
attached to Williams ?'' —Henry fmiled, and 
turning to Sir Roger faid, that he appealed to 
the court if thefe were queftions he was bound 
to anfWer. — "I can underftand," replied the 
worthy magiftrate, " that they are queftions 
you wifh to evade ; however, as Sufan was htv 
own miftrfefs, and under no controul, we muft 
fuppofe fhe had good reafons for the choice 
Ihe has made ; and I think Ifabella herfelf will 
allow that is a fair conclufion.". 

Mr. Hardham was mentioned, and Henry, 
in a kind of whifper, aflced Sir Roger if he 
did not think it wou'd be right for him to 
pay that gentleman the compliment 06 a vifit 
the next morning. Sir Roger anfwercd that 
he Ihould have thought fo, but that Mr. Hard- 
ham had fignified his intention of coming 
over to Manftock ; and if he conjeftured rightly 
of his bufinefs, the ceremony of a vifit might 
very well be difpenfed with. Henry took 
the hint, caft a tender look upon Ifabella's 
blulhin^ countenance, and immediately gave 
a turn to the converfation, by fpeaking of Mr. 
Claypole ; he had been with him that morn- 
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ing, and found him in great affliftion, on ac- 
count of a letter he had received from his 
niece, by which it appeared ihe had taken 
the defperate refolution, of purfuing her bafe 
deceiver out of England, and was then on the 
point of embarking in a pacquet for that pur- 
pofe. " Is the girl mad," faid Sir Roger, " to 
run after a rafcal that any other woman wou'd 
think herfelf happy to be rid of? what can 
ihe propofe to gain by fuch a crazy expedi- 
tion ?" — " Revenge," cried Henry, ^^ if I am 
to believe her own profeflions ; and if I may 
judge from the frantic menaces flie vented 
againft him, when (he furpriz'd me with a 
vifit at Sufan Mayjs, I wou'd not cnfure his 
Lordfliip's ribs from a ftiletto, if oace he falls 
within her reach." — "A wretched cataflxophc 
truly," cried Sir Roger, *^ that wou*d be, but 
a ftriking moral for tyrants: Mr. Hardham 
will .then have to mourn the lofs of his re- 
fpeibed friend and relation, and this mifguided 
this unhappy man, poor Claypole, will bring 
his politics to a miferable end; 'tis ever thus 
with over- cunning men." — *^ But he has 
thoroughly repented of his ingratitude," faid 
Ifabella, ^^ and is now a real objeft for your 
pity and forgivenefs/' — " He. is welcome to 

them 
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them both/' rejoined Sir Roger, " and to 
every thing that I can fubfcribe to his confo- 
Jation and relief; but what I cannot com- 
mandj my afFedion and efteem, them I have 
not in my power to bcftow; when once in- 
gratitude has chiird the heart that glow'd with 
friendfhip, who can kindle it afrefh ? I fpeak, 
ftrongly and explicitly to you, my dear chil- 
dren, upon this fubjeft, becaufe I knpw that 
both Henry upon this occafion, and you, Ifa- 
bella, upon others as well as this, have pur- 
pofely introduced it with a kind defign of re* 
inftating Claypole in my good' opinion, by 
fetting forth kis fufFerings and contrition : the 
attempt does honour to your hearts j *tis * 
amiable in the extreme, and I rejoice that you 
are capable of being advocates for one, that 
was no advocate for you, but artfully abus'd 
my confidence, and turn'd what intereft he 
had in me (and that I own was not a little) 
infidioufly againft you both. Baffled in this 
projed, and difappointed of his malice, he 
betook himfelf to a wretch, whofc very name 
is poifon to my ears, and there began an in- 
famous cabal, which having ended in mif- 
carriage and difgrace, he now repents of; but * 
remember^ children, it, is repentance after pu- 
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nilhmcnt, and therefore, when I fay that I 
forgive him, I have faid enough ; — I have no- 
thing more to do with Mr. Glaypole/' 

To this no anfwer was attempted, and pr(>» 
bably from this time till certain circumftanGCS, 
hereafter recorded, came to light, neither Hen- 
ry nor Ifabella felt in themfelves any dilpofi- 
tion to revive the fubjeft. Claypok in the 
mean time kept,himfelf retired from all fi>- 
ciety, except when Henry occafionally paid 
him a charitable vifit, or Sir Roger cheared 
him with a civil word, which every Sunday 
he took care to addrefs to him after divine 
fervice, in the fight of the congregation. 

The next morning came, and Sir Roger 
Avas obferved to be more than ordinarily 
thoughtful during breakfaft : his mind was oc- 
cupied with the expeftation of his unwelcome 
vifitor. When he reflefted upon what had fal- 
len from him at table, where he was interrupt- 
ed by Henry, he called to mind fo many 
unpkafant marks of. a purpofed affront, fo 
much arrogance in his manner, and fuch in- 
dications of a fuppreffed refentrtient, even in 
the very aft of atoning' for his infult, that he 
was not without fufptcion that the flame of 
his teniper would find fome other vent, if 

upon 
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upon the prefumption of his propofing fcr 
Mifs Maijiftock, he was to meet him with an 
inftant and abrupt refufal. On this account 
he was not a little perplexed how to deport 
himfelf in the conference, fp as neither to ir- 
ritate him' againft Henry as a rival,_^nor en- 
courage him to confider Ifabella as a lady he 
.was warranted to purfue with his ^ddrefles; 
and the whole refult of Sir Roger's medita- 
tions amounted only to this, that he had a 
clearer fight of his difficulty than of the way 
to lead him out of it. It was therefore not .a 
litdc to be regretted, that before he had .gained 
any diftindl perception of the line he was to 
follow, Mr. Hardham was announced^ and of 
courfe immediately admitted to a private cp^- 
ference. 

Mr. Hardham prefaced his more niaterial 

bufinefs, by apologizing for words ^that had 

efcaped from him yefterday, in the heat of 

converfation, which, as far as they alluded to 

. Lord Crowbery, he feared might have con- 

. veycd an impreffion in his disfavour, as feen>- 

ing to imply that he approved of his luprd- 

fhip's condu6t in general, when in faft he pnjy 

. alluded to that part of his charafter, whicfh 

was uppermoft in his thought^, the ft^ady.fup- 

VoL. IV; N ^^^^ 
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port which he had always given to the county 
intcrcfts of his family : that he was not then 
apprifed of the juft reafbns Sir Roger had to 
refent his treatment of an amiable lady, un- 
fortunately loft to the world ; neither was he 
informed of the late dilgracefiil ftep he hail 
taken, of flying from engagements, which 
though rafhly made could not be honourably 
abandoned; — thcfe circumftances, he confeffcd, 
had been candidly explained to him that very 
morning by Captain Crowbery ; and it was 
but fair to fay, that upon that flatement he 
felt himfelf obliged to give up his noble re- 
lation as indefenfible on both accounts ; and 
this he hoped would fuffice to fet him ftrait 
in Sir Roger's good opinion, if he had un- 
fortunately endangered it from any thing he 
had inadvertently been led to fay the day bc- 
fore.—- Here he came to a flop, and feemed 
to expeft fome anfwer from Sir Roger. 

Sir Roger replied, that it was a point with 
him to enter into no difcuflion of L ord Crow- 
bery's conduft, cfpecially with Lord Crow- 
bery's relations : his niece was dead, and what- 
ever were her fufferings in this life, they were 
now at an end: as to Mils Claypole's cafe, he 
h .d nothing to do with it j it was a ftory he 

did 
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xSd not wi(h to lend his ear to ; in like man- 
ner he begged leave to fay, that with refpe£t 
CO any opinions Mr. Hardham might adopt, 
in favour or disfavour of the Lord in queftion, 
he hoped he underftood himfelf too well to 
interfere in any ftiape with them, much Icfi 
was he difpofcd to revive the mention of a 
trifling akerciation,. which was fo completely 
done away to the honour of both parties, and 
fpr that reafon Ihould be buried in perpetual 
oblivion. 

" Then if I may indulge the hope," he re- 
joined, " that my condefcenfion in accommo- 
dating mjfelf to the gentleman's vivacity was 
acceptable to Sir Roger Manftock, let me 
prefume to draw one obvious concluflon from 
it, and take for granted that he underftood the 
facrifice to have been, what it truly was, k 
mark of my refpe<5t to him, and an ambition 
fo to recommend myfelf to his opinion, as to 
ground fome title to his favour and protec- 
tion in a fuit which I have now to make, and 
on the iffue of which the happinefs of my 
whole life depends." 

Mr. HarJham paufcd for a reply, but none 
being made, he proceeded to explain : — " 1 
flatter myfelf I need not dwell upon i5a.vtv:i\- 

IN 2i \^\'^ 
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]ars fo"much within your knowledge, as my 
faniily or fortune \ they arc fuch, I truft, as will 
entitle me to credit, when I aflert that neither 
intereft nor- anibition have any fhare in the 
fincere and pure attachnient which I profefs 
to have for your moft amiable daughter: no, 
Sir, it is by the heart alone I am attraded 
to Mifs Manftock; and as I hope my cha- 
rafter may boldly face the light, and ^ncver 
need the veil of myftery, I hold it fair and 
honourable to apprife you of my wiflies, and 
requeft your fanftion to the tenfler of my moft 
humbleladdrefles to your lovely daughter." 

Sir Roger paufed a while; and^then with 
much gravity, and in a deliberate tone, faid, 
" Your*pretenfions, Mr. Hardham, in point 
of fortune and family, are, as you fay, too well 
known to (land in need of any explanation ; 
they are fuch aa qualify you to propofe for 
any lady in this kingdom ; and certainly. Sir, 
in the attachment you profefs for my daugh- 
ter I have every rcafon to believe you guided 
by no other nriotives than thofe of fre^ choice, 
and difinterefted inclination. When, therefore, 
you appeal to me, that I wou'd fandbion the 
tender of your addreffes to Mifs Manftock, (I 
believe I ufe your own exprcffion) I can have 
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but one anfwer to make, fo long as your re- 
ference is confined to but one point, and that 
finiply to demand a pafTport to my daughter : 
no father, I believe, whatever may be his 
views for his child, will refufe that to Mn 
Hardham." 

To this he replied, 'Mfl have explain'd. 
no further to you on this interefting fubjeft. 
Sir, I hope you will confider it as a very na- 
tural wifh on my part to owe m.y fuccqfs, if 
I am fo blcft as to obtain it, wholly and 
iblely to my own intereft in the lady's good 
opinion, who is to conftitute my happinefs s 
and as I cannot doubt but Mifs Manftock 
is incapable of condefcending to beftow her 
regards on any man of dubious charafter, or 
juft enicrgM from mcannefs and ' obfcurity, 
I truft, if I am permitted to approach her, I 
fhall at leaft not have to combat ivilh a heart 
pre-roccupied by any rival, or, if by any, not 
by one that will difgrace her prefefence, and 
make me feel myfelf degraded by the^ com- 
petition." . 

" As you put no queftion to me in the mat- 
ter," replied the Baronet briefly and coldly, 
** I am not put to any anfwer. — You have 
free accefs to Mifs 'Manftock.'' 

N 3 • This 
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* This brought the proud fuitor to a paufc : 
he perceived he had gone too far, and carried 
his language too high; and he faw himfclf in 
die neceflity of qualifying what he had faid with 
an apology, or throwing up the negodation 
at once : *• I am afraid," faid he, " that I have 
i xprefs'd myfelf too warmly and unwarily ; but 
I entreat Sir Roger Manftock will be aflfur'd, 
that I entertain a moft profound refpcft for 
h\b perfon and charader, and if 1 fpar'd to fo^ 
licit his good favour and protcftion to fny fuit, 
ir was fofely diftated'by an ambition, which 
1 hope will be thought both natural and com^ 
luendablc." 

Here he turned his eyes upon Sir Roger; 
— a filent bow was all the anfwer he obtained. 

" I perceive,*' added he, " I am unfortu- 
nate in my manner, and deficient perhaps m 
ibmething, which in the charaftcr of a peti- 
tioner I ought to carry about with me ; but 
1 am new in the predicament, and having 
failed to conciliate the father's favour, I will 
not chufc fo unlucky a moment for requefting 
an audience of the daughter, I am not quite 
prepar'd to receive two rebuffs in the fame 
breath." — With thefe, words he quitted his 
feat, and Sir Roger rifing at the fame mo- 
ment. 
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ment, they took afilent leave, and Mr, Hard- 
bam mounted his curricle in waiting, highly 
out of humour with his reception,^ his proud 
heart fwelling with vexation to find his fclf- 
importaiKc bumbled j and prepared to vent 
his fpitc upon two unoffending horfes, whole 
tender fl^ins Toon fmarced under the ceafe- 
lefs lafh of their unfeeling tyrant. 

Oh! what a wretch is man, when pride 
and felf-importance feize upon his heart ! the 
fcorn of every noble mind, the peft of all fo- 
ciety, a monfter amongft men ! Begone from 
me, thou felf-fwolen blockhead, who art at 
once too foolifh for my refentment, and toa 
milchievous for iny pity. In fome bye turn 
and crolTmg of my walk in life when I chance 
upon thee, (for nothing elfe but chance can 
throw me in thy way) no fooner do I recog- 
nize thy flaring owl-eyed>vifage, than I pdS: 
down a promife in my tablets, to fketch thy 
gloomy portrait from the life, and hang thee 
up to public mockery as fatire's lawful prizi:. 
But when I flrctch the canva|, and begin to 
daub it with thy uglinefs, I foon perceive thou 
dofl not own a fingle feature, that can fumilh 
any thing but loathing and di^ufl ; too dull 
io help my fancy to a jefl, too defpicable to 
N 4 iaG^v:t. 
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infpirc it with a fcrious thought, and too hard- 
ened to be mended by correftion — I caft thee 
from my thoughts, difcovering thee to be fo 
mere a caput mcrjuuntj that no chemiftry can 
extraft fo much virtue out of thee, as would 
even ft^rve to give phyfic to a dog. 



Chapter IX. 

fVhy is Earth and AJbes proud t 

Ti/f R. Hardham, inftead ofrctuming to his 
^^ own houfe, drove to Crowbcry Caftlc, to 
make report to his friend the Captain, and 
cbnfult him upon the pofture of affairs at 
Manftock, The advice he got here was Qft 
the whole very prudent, but he was not juft 
then in the bed temper to receive it. Captain 
Crowbery, as we have before obferved, enter-' 
tained a very high opinion of Henry, and 
ever fince his rencontre with him had taken 
^il occalions of dding jufticc to his behaviour, 
Aot only in that affair, but in every other that 
had come to his knowledge, particularly as to 
the (hare he had in Carey's a6Hon with the 
frigate. When Hardham therefore fpoke 
" . con- 
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contemptucaifly of him as. a rival, and feemed 
to reproach himfelf for having ftooped to any 
apology, Crowbery plainly told him riiat he 
could by no means be a party in any ftcps for 
grafting a ferious quarrel on a filly altercation, 
that, had been, once fairly difmiffed:. for his 
own part, he had been alrej^dy flagrandy in tjie. 
wrong towards Henry, and had turned out 
with him in confequence of it; it muft then be 
a very ftrong cafe indeed' that would call him 
out .again, either as principal or fecond. — 
^^ And was it not! a ftrong cafe," .Hardham 
demanded, ^^ when the chara^er of Lord 
Growbery was glanc'd at in fuch pointed terras, 
and in a public company, by a fellow who had 
HO right to ufe his name, in any place or on 
any occafion, but with deference^and refpe6t ?*' 
*^ I. thought," replied Crowbery, ^ that I 
had open'd chough to you in our morning*s 
Qonverfation on diis fubjed to juftify the words 
that Henry us'd,: had they been even ftronger 
than you ftatc them. I can now truly fay^ 
that if! you and I, as relations of that unhappy 
man, have any grodnd left us to ftand upon in 
his defence, we owe it to the ' candour of the 
vjery perfon you complain of. The melancholy 
news I received this day, led me to turn fome . 
; N 5 paijers 
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papers over, which, at Blachford's death, were 
honourably delivered up by Henry; that in 
ibme hands wou'd have been arms no mortal 
cou*d have parried. If he open'd them, we 
arc at the mercy of his honour for keeping 
them fecret ; if he returned them unexamin'd, 
we arc indebted to his delicacy for our pof- 
iefllon of them. You may believe mc, Mr, 
Hardham, that thofc papers, which I have 
now deftroy'd, wou*d have brought to light 
very dark dealings, and made the title, that 
has now by a moft dreadful accident dcvolv'd 
on me, a title of difgrace and Ihame." 

Hardham eagerly demanded what accident 
ic alluded to ?— *« The death of Lord Crow- 
jery," he replied. His Lordlhip had landed 
at Oftend, and, from the pofrtion of the armie^ 
had been ftopt there for fome daysj in the 
mean time, a villain found means to aiTaflinate 
him in the ftreets, as he was coming home late 
at night to his hotel : he was taken up by the 
patrole, mortally ftabbed, and incapable of 
giving any account of what had pafled. Every 
means had been taken by the commandant for 
difcovering the murderer, but hitherto without 
iuccefs; he had Arong fufpicions in his mind, 
which pointed to a certain peribn^ who had 

cofcly 
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clofely followed him out of England, but thefe 
he would not make public, being determined 
to fet out the next morning, and purfue hi3 
enquiries on the fpot. — " I am Ihock'd," re- 
plied Hardham, " at the account; and whilft I 
congratulate your Lordfhip on your acceflioii 
to the title of your family, I muft deplore the 
cataftrophe, that has devolved it upon you 
under circumftances of fo melancholy a caft* 
If I can be of any fcrvjce to you here in your 
abfence, or even by accompanying you in your 
journey, I am at your command." — " Your 
offer," faid the new Lord Crowbery, " is moft 
kind and friendly, and in part I will accept it, 
as you may be of moft effential ufe and fervicc 
to* me here, if you will confcnt to put my 
mind at peace with relpeft to a family^ for 
whom I entertain the higheft reverence and 
efteem ; I mean the houfe of Manftock. There 
is nothing lies fo heavy on my heart as the 
treatment they have met with from the unfor- 
tunate deceased 5 I am the laft man living that 
fhou'd fpeak too harfhly of Lord Crowbery, 
my benefaftor, but I have been made a pain- 
ful witnefs to fuch things, as make me ihudder 
to refleA upon. I hold it therefore my firft 
duty to m^e all the atonement in my power 

^ N6 ^ ^^ 
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to th^ much-injur'.d family ; and in doing this 
I think I (hall approve myfelf a, real friend to 
the nnemory of the deccas'd. And now, my 
dcj^r Sir, fuffer me to appeal to you^ and put 
it to yoiif heart, if in honour you have any juft 
caufe^ of animofity againft that excellent young 
man, who, if Tm well informed, is firmly en- 
gaged to the lady you proposed for. "is he in 
the fault of that, or arc you warranted to af- 
front and decry him becaufe he rs approved of 
by Mifs Manftock, whom you hardly knew by 
fight, and never thought of before yefterday?" 
^— "T don't know from authority that he is 
engag'd to Mifs Manftock: Sir Roger did not 
tell me that."—" You did not afk him, I be- 
Keve,** replied Lord Crowbery ; " but the faft 
is eafily afcertain'd, if you chufe to take the 
direft courfe of applying either to Sir Roger 
or to the lady herfelf.*' — •" I confefs to you," 
faid Hardham, *' it wx)u'd not be very pleafing 
to me to be fo informed by either of them, 
tho' I fhou'd not.be forry to come at the truth 
by any other channel. I am not ambitious 
to be mark*d as a rejefted fuitor to any lady, 
who prefers Mr. Henry Delapoer." 

Here a fervant came in, and announced the 

gentleman laft mentioned — " Shew him into 

2 the 
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the falaoh/' faid my Lord> " and ;% I will 
wait upon him immediately. You have now 
an opportunity/' faid he, applying himfelf to 
Mr. Hardham, *' of granting me the favour 
/ 1 have requefted, if you will condefceod tQ; re- 
main here a few minntes, whilft I ftep out to 
him, and will allow me to bring Tiim when \ 
return, to take you by the hand, which I per- 
fuade myfelf he'll gladly do: you are hojth 
men of honour, and' only need to beJcnowii td 
each other to be the beft of friends."— 5^ J 
know you to be fuch," replied Hardhami 
" therefore do by me as you think right, and 
I will wait your pleafure." Lord Crowbery 
haftened to his vifitbr — -" Am I before- hand 
with my inforrnation,'* faid Henry, " or is it 
known to you that I am now to addrcfs yotj 
as Lord Crowbery ?" He was informed of the 
event. — '* I ftiou'd have to apologize for this 
vifit,"^ refumed our hero, *^ if it was not purely 
on a cafe of confciehccT but I cannot keep a 
circumftance conceaPd, that may in any way 
aflfeft the inveftigation of a crime fo horrible 
as murder." — Here he recited the converia- 
tion of Fanny G lay pole, when fhe forc'd her- 
felf'upon him; and concluded with exprefllng 
his regret thkt he had fufffered luch menaces 
- \s^ 
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to pafs without taking inftant mcafures for 
preventing their efFcdt — " If you have any 
thing to regret on that account/' faid my 
Lord, '* how much more caufc have I to re- 
proach myfelf, who was fo immediately in the 
way of her fury, and a witnefs to the whole 
torrent of it ! but I confidered it as the im- 
potent raving of a difappointed woman, and 
let it pafs/' — He then explained the meafures 
he intended to purfue, for tracing it, if poffible, 
to a difcovery, by reforting to the fpot— " But 
before I depart from this place," added he, 
*' upon that mournful bufinefs, there is a matter 
of amoft preffing nature on my mind> which 
I earneftly requeft you will fo far take charge ' 
of as to pledge me to Sir Roger Manftock in 
the moft refpeftful terms, for every fatisfaftion 
in my power to make, not only with rqgard to 
the liquidation of the funeral expences by him 
defrayed, but alfo of my entire acquiefcence 
in the will of the Lady Crowbery, which I 
fulpeft there was a meditation of conteftihg, 
and at the fame time I fhali give orders that 
every article perfonally appertaining to that 
lady in this houfe, which I am forry to lay 
were permitted to be put out of their places, 
jihall be brought together and coUefted for his 

revifioa 
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rcvifion and Mifs Manftock's, whqm I fhall 
requeft to make choice of any fuch things 
which they may put a value upon, as renciem- 
brancers of one fo worthily la^nnented and be- 
lov'd; and this I defire you will tcU them 
I tender as the only atonement in my power 
to make, on the part of an unhappy man, who, 
if life had^been fpar'd to him, wou'd, I flatter 
myfelf, have feen his error, and done what I 
now do in his name, and in honour to his me-- 
mory/* 

" My Lord/' cried Henry, rifing from his 
chair, and taking his hand, " 1 thank you ^ 
you have juftified the high opinion I conceived 
of you, and have greatly honoured me by this 
commiffion.'* — iHere he ftopt, for his voice 
faukered ; and glancing his eyjcs upon a pifturc 
of his mother, over the chimney, which gave 
a ftriking charafter of her in youth and beauty^ 
nature forced her way, and putting his hand- 
kerchief to his eyes, he yielded to the irre- 
iiftible emotion, and faic] no more. 

•• Wc will adjourn to the library," faid Lprd 
Crowbcry ; ^f where a friend of mine is wait- 
ing, who wilhes to pay his compliments to 
you. Suffer me only to aflc you, before you 
go, if you think that pidture /vyiU be an ac- 

ceqtabtn 
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ceptable prefehtto Mifs Manfldck ; and I name 
her in preference, becaufe I confider it in cf- 
feft the fame as giving it to you. I pcrfua<3e 
myfelf/' added he, " I am not premature in 
foppefmg- her inficrefts^ and yours are one and 
the faine/' — Tc> this Heitry made a modeft 
and grateful reply, ' neither affirming nor: de^ 
nying the afllimption above ftated ; : but faid he 
would report to Mifs Manftock His moft; 
obliging offer. Lord Crowbery then infornacdi 
him who the perfon was that expeded him in 
th6 library r and j'afc^r a^few^ words introduc- 
tory to their meeting, took him by the hand, 
and ulhered him toMr. Hardham, addreffing 
himfelf to^ach iri turn with many cLVil fpeeches 
and* profelHions of efte'etii, homing it might be^ 
his'go6d^ f6reune, as ctommon ftiend to both,, 
to bring forward fuch 'a4' explan^ytion as might 
have no grounds for future rtiifunderftariding 
on the piart of eitheh Mr/Haftiham faid^ he: 
trtifkd • the- 'g^tlto^n cotfld' not doubt hisi 
readinefs to do ^way idifronts, t Whether jiiftfy. 
or-thijuftly taken 'lipi acnd^ hfe prefitoied it \*as 
no- fmall proof oif, his continuing in the fame' 
difpofition^ that he had waited his 'leifute for 
the Tdte- ptirlDefe-Oif paying hiiii ins Gompli- 
mentisfln Loiid Crowbciry 'i^ preftnc<r Htenry>. 
-''- i'- . on 
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on his part, affured him, tihiat he Imd devoted 
that morning to the honour of paying him a 
vifit at his. own houfe, but had been told he 
would be from home. He hoped Mr. Hard-: 
ham had carried with him no impreffions from; 
their lafl: meeting that made;a fecond explana- 
tion neceflary, refpedting ^y thing ^which had 
there occurred ; if it was fo, he was perfeftly 
ready on his part to renew the affurances he 
had then given him of his entire acquiefcence 
in the manner he had taken for tci:minatiflg 
that trivial difputi. ^ 

Here the Lord Crowbery interpofed ; ht hojpcd 
there was no mtention on either fide of look-> 
ing back to what was paft, but, on the con? 
frary, by looking forward, to prevent occaRori 
of difputes in future: *^ And this,*' he added, 
*' may be eafily efFeftcd where two men o£ 
honour meet, mutually dilpos'd to deal catn- 
didly with each other, Ihou'd they find, them-l 
felves Competitors in - ithe fame p\irfuit*^'-^" H 
do not quite pledge myfclf to that," fa'rd Mr* 
Hardham ; *' as I wou'd not choofe to engage 
in any purfuit wherf I did not fee myfelf cither 
fairly pitted againft any that might oppofe me, 
or well affured of furmounting competitions 
Much as I refpeft Mife Manftock, 1 have, no 
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ambition to be pointed at as her difcarded 
Alitor } and great as my opinion may be of 
Mn Delapoer's extraordinary merits, I niuft 
own I do not covet the honour of being 
known as his rival in a ftniggle for that lady's 
favour, if he h^s already fecur'd her affedlions, 
and been approved of by Sir Roger as his fon- 
in-law/* 

" And does Mr. Hardham cxpe6k," fiid 
Henry, " that I fhou^d account to him for 
my proceedings, having no deJire to make 
enquiries into his ? Wou'd it become me 
to fpeak out of Sir Roger Mamftock's family 
of what I know or believe to be^pafling in it ? 
That I will never do ; thefe lips (hall never 
prcfumptuoufly profane the name of Mils Man- 
flrock, nor will I fufFer-any others fo to do in 
my hearing with impunity/' 

** Then I muft take the liberty to tell you — ^^ 
faid Hardham 5 and was proceeding, when Lord: 
Cfowbery, putting his hand upon his breaft, 
laid, "Stop, I conjure you, Sir, if it be only 
for my fake, and let us argue calmly, or dif- 
mifs the fubjeft, I was tlic promoter of this 
interview, and am pledg'd for the iffue of it. 
Cou'd I have fuppos'd that you, my friend 
and relation, wou'd have cxprefs'd yourfelf in 

aftilc 
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aftile fo lofty and fo irritating, I v.'ou'd as 
foon have burnt fhk houfe over my head as 
fufifer'd it to have been made a fcene of quarrel 
and contention- What Mr. Delapoer has 
faid .is not one word too much for the occafion 
that gave rife to it. How elfe Gou'd you cxpedt 
a man of honour to reply to fuch a fpeech, in 
which you feem'd to make your own fclf- 
confequence your whole concern ? Metbinks> 
of all men living, Mr. Hardham, you Ihou'd 
keep a guard upon^ yourf^lf, ^nd, being fa 
quick to feel in your own perfon, (hou'd be 
cautious how you wound the feelings ofoiEers^ 
I fpeak plainly, Sir, but 1 have the rights of 
holpitality to procefb ; and if you are offended 
wkhmefor it, Imuft meet the confequences.** 
All this while Hardham fat^ wkh a' con-' 
temptuous fmile upon his countenance, af-. 
fcdting to receive every reproach as a com- 
pliment, bowing with an air of counterfefted 
rcfpefti when perceiving that Lord Crowbery 
had <:oncluded, he replied, *• 1 am infinitely 
oblig'd to you, my Lord, for your extraordi- 
nary poBtenefs, and fball endeavour to con- 
vince you that I have not loft one word of 
your edifying lefture, by the early opportunity 
I'fhall take of requefling you to hear the com- 
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nients.I have ma^e; upon it.'*-rLord Crow- 
bcry with quicknefs replied, *' Ufe your own 
pleaiure, Sir^ I (hall be at home for the day: 
when you ^rc ready with your comments, I 
fhall expeft yQii; an^ for fecurity's fake, you 
may b^ing a: prompter witjt you/' 



CHAPtBfc X. 

...,:' i o ;■■■ •' .' 

Pride meets its Punijhment, and Love its Reward. 

*' T E T him go," faid Lord Growberyi as 

'- ^^ HardhaiB bounced out of the roodn; 
'Vhe }jas tbie pridQ of Ludfqn'*-^Heory ftx- 
preffcd, great uaeafinefs at what had paiBfedi 
and ftrongly contended that the affair was his 
<?wd. . ThisXord Crowbery would not admit, 
wr dki 1 hie j. look- to be ferther troubled with 
his angry fcoufin ) ke had had , nia§iy > fuch 
Iparrings .with hini, whulh had^paflTed off d& 
he fuppofed this would, for he never fpared 
him when he was in that vaunting ftile ; how- 
ever, if he Ihould chance to be juft then in 
one of his.fighdng fits (for his courage came 

by 
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.by ftarcs, though his^ pemjkhi^ie'vV^ -cbftftitu- 
donal) it would noTi h^ owned/ be airhife-tS be 
ready for him. c i ' :' - i • " ^ ol- / 

Henry hoped lie wduld haVe no farther 
trouble with him, felt great refponfibiiity^ for 
the confequenCes> and 'would hold Mmftlf at His 
x:all> either in his Lordlhip^^s fioufe or atWilllanrts 
.the furgeort's, fci long a'stherfc was ^ny c'hahce 
of his fe^'vices being wanted.—" I will intrude 
•upon you no longer ^than for twor hours of your 
• time," he replied; " within which, if our angry 
gentleman does not make his appearance, 1 
;{liall think no riiore of him j if in that interval 
you can amufe yojurfelf in this library, or pre- 
fer going to Mr. Williams, I will overhawl 
my artillery in the interim, and put my hand 
to a few papers nof quite fo cbnvdnient to be 
left at the iffue of chanee and accident.^* • 

This faid, they parted^, Henry taking his 
-courfe to his friend Sufan's, where he found 
Williams and his betrothed/this being the eve 
of their wedding-day: here he took the firft 
Opportunity 6f telling Williarrts, in'a whifper,^ 
the probability .there was of an affait* taking 
place, where his attendance would be moM: 
acceptable, which he readily engaged for; he 
then, with a^ much gaiety as he could afTucae^ 
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made his congratulations to Sulan ; and whilft 
this difcourfc was going on, as he ftood by the 
Mrindow, Sir Roger Manftock's chaife was dif- 
covercd coming acrofs the green, and making 
dirc£tly for the houfe. It was quickly at the 
door, when he heard himfcif joyfully greeted 
by his beloved Ifabella, who was feated at the 
fide of her father. They quitted the carriage, 
and after a moft refpeftful welcome on the 
part of Sufan, Williams having modeftly re- 
tired, they were at their own requcft left in 
private with our hero. 

Sir Roger opened the bufinefs, by informing 
him of Mr. Hardham's propofal, and the 
anxiety thereby occafioned not only to Ifabella, 
but himfelf, from the known impetuofity of 
that haughty fuitor's temper, and the dread 
he had of confequences rhence refulting : he 
would not difguife from Henry that his fudden 
difappearance that morning, fo^ quickly follow- 
ing Hardham*s unfuccefsful vifit, had fo alarm- 
ed his daughter, that at her defire he had 
come over thither with her, in hopes of find- 
ing him, as fortunately they had done".— ^' I 
let you into this lecret," faid he, fmiling, 
" though Ifabella is here prefenr, and hears 
heifclf betrayed by me, bccaufe, to fay the 
8 xxwtK^ 
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truth, there is now an end to all referve be- 
tween us, and my only wiQi is to put a final 
flop to all Iblicitations, by joinmg your hands 
without delay, and rendering my foul's dar- 
ling into your entire protcftion : and I pray 
God to blefs you, my dear children, in each 
other, and me in both !'* ^ 

Henry, who was fcated between them, took 
the hand of each, and prefled it to his heart in 
Ipeechlcfs ecftacy. llabella, fufFufed with 
bluflies of the deepcft dye, and not venturing 
to raife her modeft eyes, which fenfibility had 
filled with tears, kept ftill filence, which was 
not interrupted till Sir Roger, refuming his 
difcourfe, and addrefling himfelf to Henry, 
faid, " Now if you are queftion'd by that 
haughty interloper, tell him you have my au- 
thority to fay that IfabellaManftock is — (what 
ihall I bid you fay?) tell him at once, and ftop 
his importunity —fhe is your wife, — Now aflc 
her if I've faid a fyllable too much/' 

The reference was obeyed upon the in- 
ftant; — the enraptured lover was at the feet of 
his miftrefs, the unoppofing miftrels was en* 
folded in the arms of her lover. 

After a proper portion of time had been 
devoted to joy and gratitude on the part of 
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cwr hrro. Sir Roger began to comment on 
*the drcumftances of Lord Crowbery's aflaffi- 
i nation. The deed was horrid, the fufpicions 
•it involved affliding, but the removal pf fuch^ 
a worthlefs being out of life was providential; 
^hc had feen that unhappy man, the uncle of a 
defperate creature, ft^ined, as he greatly feared, 
with the blood of the deceafedj he comforted 
•him as well as he copld, yet he perceived his 
mind was immerfed in deep defpair and me- 
lancholy.—" Whether he is inTorm'd," faid 
Sir Roger, " of any circumftances that fix the 
guilt upon his niece, I forboje to enquire, but 
' I fliou'd fear he knows more than he thinks 
' proper to reveal.'* — Henry perceived that Clay- 
pole' had been lefs communicative to Sir 
Roger than to him, for he had aftually ex- 
hibited to him in confidence a letter under his 
niece's hand, exulting in the CQmpletion of her 
revenge, and boafting that fhe had found a 
hand to punifh perfidy; a Frenchman who 
had been lurking about London for evil pur- 
pofes, and had been warned out of England, 
-took. his -paflage in the fame pacquet with her 
to Oftend ; flic founded him, and found him 
the fittefl agent for her defperate purpofe, being 
deep in all the maflfacres that had deluged Paris 
; / with 



>with human blood: he had made jgood his 
^efcape, and was fafe amongft his brother/i^i- 
culottes \ for her part fhe defied purfuiti fhc 
had lodged herfelf where no fearch could fol- 
low her;— let her uncle therefore fet his mind 
at reft, fhe fliould never be heard of niorc, 
>and bade him everlaftingly fercwell. 

Time had imperceptibly dipt away during 
this converfation, and Sir Roger had juft re- 
troUedted to order his chaife> when Williams 
.^ame into the room> and whifpered Henry 
that Lord Crowbery cxpeftcd him at tho 
caftle; in Ipite of all his felf-command, he 
changed colour at the fummons, and Ifabella 
inftantly caught darm. Honour demanded 
inftant obedience to the call, yet Henry's in- 
genuity could hardly fuggeft an excufe fufficient 
to bear him out; the beft apology he could 
devife upon the fuddcn was, that Lord Crowbery 
being on the point of fetting out for Oftend, 
and underftanding he had had an interview 
with Fanny Claypole juft before her leaving 
Crowbery, had requefted him to come to him 
without delay.— *^ TeU me only/' faid Ifabella, 
** that you are not going to meet that hatefial 
Hardham, and I (hall be at peace/*—" I have 
nodiing to fay to Mr. Hardham/' replied 

Vol. IV. O H.t.wix 
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Henry; " and I conjure you not to think 
about him.*' — So faying, he hurried out of 
the room, and bidding Williams follow him 
as faft as he could, made the beft of his way 
to the place of aflignation. 

Ifabella's apprehenfions were by no means 
quieted, for his agitated looks and impatient 
motions augured fomething on his mind more 
important and more preffing than the caufe he 
had alTigned, She ran to Sufan May, and afked 
for Williams. — He was gone with Henry.— 
This was a circumftance to aggravate her 
terrors: duels and wounds immediately oc- 

. curredj why elfe (hould he take a luigeon 
with him ? Even Sir Roger's equanimity was 
not proof againft this. At one time he would 
go to the caftle himfelf j — this Ifabella would 
not hear of— he would fend a fervant to Ipy 
what was going forward — he would contrive a 

' meffage to Lord Crowbery himfelf; — he could 
neither reconcile his mind to the one, nor 
invent the other. The chaife was at the door, 
but Ifabella could not ftir from the ipot, her 
fears had rooted her; and Dame May, who 
forelaw there would be a demand upon her 
clofet, was bufied in providing refources 
againft faintings and hyfterics : Sufan ftrove to 

adminifter 
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adminifter the coniblation of reafbn 5 but no 
fooner did the apprehenfion of Henry's danger 
fcize her fancy, than (he ceafed to reafon 
againft imaginary fears, and, by fubfcribing her 
own to Ifabella's, aggravated both. 

In the midft of this confufion, Zachary 
Cawdle came into the houfe. A new-comer 
in fuch ficuations, let him come from whence 
he will, gives a fpring to curiofity, and awakens 
hope, — " Did he know if Mr. Hardham was 
At the cattle?" — " He faw him pafs his door 
towards Lord Crowbery's not many minutes 
ago." — It was die fentence of temporary death 
to Ifabella : ftie fell back in her chair pale as 
afhes. — " Hell and confuGon!" exclaimed 
Zachary, "what devil has bewitch'd my 
tongue, that it ftiou'd ftumble on this mif- 
chief?"-- He then beftirred himfclf to retrieve 
the damage he had done, and Dame May 
was^ difpatched for the requifites> whilft the 
father ftood motionlefs and aghaft. Zachary 
had his fingers on herpulfe:— " Courage! 
worthy Sir," he cried; "the defeftion is paf- 
fing off 5 the pulfation of the artery is per^ 
ceptiblc; we begin to revive." — '^ God be 
praised!" exclaim'd the father, in a tranlport— 
When, in the fame inftant, a voice was heard 
,02 from 
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from without, calling aloud upon Doflof 
Cawdle, and in a few moments afteo Sufai^ 
who had run out upon enquiry, came back 
with the joyful tidings that Henry was per^ 
fefdy fafe: Zachary*s afliftance was wanted 
for Mr. llardham, who was (hot by Lord 
Crowberyin aduel. — " Jump into my chaifc," 
ftid Sir Roger, ^ and bid them drive to the 
wounded man's relief as fail as they can gal- 
lop." — " Fair and foftly, worthy Sir," quoth 
Zachary j *' I can neither jump nor gallop to 
his refcue : Williams is on the fpot, and ii 
well us'd to gun-fhot wounds j he only wants 
me as furgeon's mate.**— Zachary now with 
due deliberation feated himfelf in the cfiaife, 
and the meflenger, having mounted behind it, 
gave diredions where to drive. Hardham 
was found on the ground, and Williams had 
juft then fucceedcd in {launching the haemor- 
rhage I the ball had entered a little above die 
knee, and had lodged itfelf by a flanring 
courfe up his thigh, as he ftood in a crouching 
pofture when he gave his own fire, and re- 
ceived that of his opponent almoft at thefaipe 
moment. He fell, and fainted on the ground^ 
when he came to himfelf he was earneft tj^ith 
Williams to be uken to his own houfe, but 

in 
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, in tills he was not indulged: when Zachary 
arrived tliey found means to convey him into 
Lord Growbery's houfe j and Henry now, at 
the earneft wifh of his principal, took Zacha- 
ry's feat in the chaife, and haftened back to 
the party at Sufan May*s. Great was their 
joy at his return, and every countenance (but ' 
chiefly that on which his eyes were firft fondly 
fixed) was brightened atT his prefence. To 
them he related the particulars of the ren- 
contre, in the event of which the overween- 
ing pride and infolence of Hardham, who 
was obftinate againft all accommodation, w^ 
proportionably chaftifed. 



H 



Chapter XI. 
^he Drama chfes^ and the Curtain falk. 

ENR Y accompanied the chaife to Man- 
ftock Houfe, and to gratify Ifabella no 
lefs than himfelf, was hardly ever out of fight 
by the way. Hardham, in the mean time, was 
depofitcd with all poffible care in the houfe 
of his antagonift: during fi)^ days Williams, 
who remained in the clofeft attention, found 
O 3 ^^ 
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BO moment when the operation of extrading 
the ball could be undertaken with fafety to 
his life, which remained in fo precarious a 
(late, diat Lord Crowbery felt himfelf obliged 
to poftpone his intended expedition ; and fent 
his la-v^yer, properly inftrufted, to purfue all 
neceflary mcafures at Oftend on his behalf. 

On the feventh moaning Williams fuccefs- 
fully extrafted the ball, and fymptoms became 
fo favourable as to flatter him with a cure. 
Some time after this, Hardham 'was carried 
to his own houfe, and Lord Crowbery's mind 
was relieved from its weight of anxious fuf- 
pence : his journey, however, was now en- 
tirely laid afide from the report of his agent, 
whofe attempts to trace the murderer had 
been entirely fruitlefs : the body of the^ de- 
ccafed was brought over, and committed to the 
vault of his anceftors, 

Williams was in fuch favour with his pa- 
tient, that no other furgeon was permitted to 
^proach him. One important bufinefs there 
was, in which the fair Sufan had a fhare, that 
fuffercd a poftponemcnt by his attendance 
upon Hardham ; the matrimonial knot was 
not yet tied : this indeed, in the prefent cafe, 
was fimply the delay of a ceremony j and the 
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tCTy firft Icifure morning Williams could 
with a fafe con fcience avail himfelf of, that 
ceremony was efFedually performed j and Sufan 
took pofTeflion of that honourable title, which 
her fidelity and good conduct ever after main- 
tained, through a feries^of many profperous 
and happy years. 

In Manftock Houfe, Love took his ftation 
undifturbed by any cares or interruptions, fave 
only thofe chafte tremors, which the gentle 
breaft of Ifabella felt, whilft Time, forever on 
the wing, was weaving the foft filken fetters, 
now almoft complete and ready for the hand 
of Hymen, that artift who too often makes 
but blind and bungling work, coupling ill- 
forted pairs with coarfe and clumfy tools. 
Not fuch our hero and his fair betrothed — 
lovely in perfon, lovelier in their virtues, their 
foft and tender hearts melted into each other 
with a coalefcence fo enrire, that foul with 
foul never more fweetly harmonized : yet 
fometimes, when the ardour of his looks 
alarmed her, fhe would chide him with her 
blufhcs y fometimes Ihe would turn away and 
hide her face, or bid him go from her and join 
the company j this had he done, he would 
liave mifunderftood the fpirit of the, order 
O 4 imS^^ 
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totally, inftead of which he had a way of mak- 
ing peace, that nature pointed out, which 
gained hinn pardon by repeating the offence. 

** You arc incurable," fhe would tell him 
at thefe times, ** and I give you up ; another 
time rillock my door, and keep you out/* 
—The minutes ftill rolled on, and yet the door 
was not locked j the offence was ftill com- 
mitted, and the menace, though repeated, was 
never executed. — " What arc you mufing 
upon ?'* fhe faid one day, as he fate rapt in 
thought. — " I am reducing days to hours/' he 
replied, *' and hours to minutes, that I may- 
calculate each fra&ion of the interval 'twixt 
this and Monday." — **^Add to it another 
year,*' Ihe cried, " and you'll be nearer to 
the fum. Don't talk of Monday, I'll not 
hear about it.'* — At that moment the porter's 
bell announced an arrival. Ifabella ran to the 
"window, and defcried DoAor Sandford coming 
up to the door.—" There, there !" Ihe cried, 
♦* you arc all together in a plot againft me: 
I'll not go down to Doftor Sandford 5 much 
as I efteem him, I'll not quit my chamber 
this whole day; I know for what he comcs.^* 
— " He comes to blefs your Henry, by entiding 
bim tp call jhc lovelieft objca in creation his; 

he 
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fie comes to ratify the vows that Ihaye made,, 
to honour, love, andferve. you-with my life^ 
and what is there fo temblfein this, that ftiqu'd 
difturb my Ifahella's gentle fpirits ? What- 
does the ruler of my paflibns difcern in her 
devoted' Henry, that ihe fhou'd flirinfc from> 
with affright?: Command me, talk mc a3- 
you will, and rU obey, fo you do not forbid 
me to adore you and to doaf upon you a$^ 
•I do this moment, have done ever, and; 
to life's la^eft period- ever, muft.— Say, Ila* 
ixOoLy are thefe arms, thus px^lling, thiis en^ 
circlmg you, bonds that you^ wiih to break,, 
chains that you fain wou'd fever and caft from' 
you? Qucftion. my heart, . 'tis your's 5 . aflc if • 
there's mercy in it for my Ifabcllaj mark: 
if it does not throb with tender pity and' 
companion for your virgin fears; and wit:- 
nefs if the drops that fall from it are half (9 
dear as thefe which your foft eyes difti^. 
Oh! my foul's treafure,. arc you not at reft 
upon this faichfial bolbm? Djo you not feel 
a confcimis fatisfaftibn, thus to know your- 
felf belov'd, protedcd, cherifh'd by a friend, 
who lives but on your fmiles, nor has a fenjfe 
of earthly happinefs, but what the contem^ 
fdadon of your charjns beftows upon him?'^ 
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'* Ohi Henry," fhc replied, and funk upon 
his brcaft, " 1 render you my heart, and all 
that it contains ; even my terrors are fled from 
me, and nothing now remains but all-fubdu- 
ing love: your words, your looks, befpeak 
fuch mild confideration for your poor trem- 
bling Ifabella 5 and I well know there is fuch 
mercy in your manly nature, that I am yoyrs 
this day, this hour, this inftant, «id for ever." 
—Silence enfued, what elfe their thoughts fup- 
plied, love found expreffions for, more elo- 
quent than words : the minutes were not few; 
but, rated to their vdue, they had outweighed 
years of common price, 

Ifabella now was not averfe to welconie hct 
hxt dreaded vifitor, the worthy Do6tor_Sandr 
fbfd — fevered from the arms of her enraptured 
Henry, with love in 'every glance, and grace 
in every motion, flie c^me forth in beauty's 
richeft bloom, a form to charm all eyes, and 
captivate all hearts. 

Every body was occupied in preparations 
for the approaching journey : great as was the 
facrifice Sir Roger made to the peace of the 
county, when he. took upon himfelf the pain- 
ful duty of attending parliament, there were 
fome circumftances that qualified die difagree-^ 

able 
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able neceffity at the prefent moment, as he 
had affairs of great confequence on his hands 
with refpeft to Ifabella's marriage> which could 
only be adjufted in London. Mr. Delapoer, the 
father of our hero, had alfo bufinefs not lels 
important, and agreed ta accompany him j and 
a houfe large enough to receive the whole 
pafty, and perfeftly commodious, had fortu- 
nately been fecured for Sir Roger, and was 
already weil aired, and occupied by part of his 
houfeholdji fent before him for that purpofe. 
His plan wai to have the wedding on the 
inorning of his departure, and as private 
as poflible. The Rev. Mn Claypole, in a bad 
ftate of health, was gone to Bath, and Dr. 
Sandford had been invited from Hagley to 
perform the ceremony. The bride and bride- 
groom were to take their departure together, 
•and reach town that evening ; Sir Roger, Dela- 
poef, and Sandford were to follow in the family 
coach by eafy ftages, and fleep by the way. 
* Qn the mornrng before thefe events were 
to take place, Henry rode over to Crowbery, 
and took a friendly leave of the Lord of the 
Caftle ; he had alfo a parting converfation with 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams and the good Dame 5 
to Ezekid he devoted a foil hour, which the 
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good man filled up, after his manner, with ad- 
monitory leflbns for his condu^ in the mc- 
rropolis, that fink, as he pronounced it, of 
infamy and corruption; Ejaculations, prayers 
and bleflings in abundance he cordiaHy Super- 
added i and at lad let him depart with this 
exhortation— That if affluence and profperity 
Ihould await him, he would never forget that 
he had felt the forrows of poverty and diftrefs; 
but, on the contrary, if difappointmcnts and 
misfortunes (which Heaven avert!) ihould 
prove to be hb lot Aenlet him ts^c religion 
to his ^d, and place lus vfhfAt reliance oh that 
all-gracious M^er, who never fails lus fervants 
in affidtion, when they pioufly refort to him^ 

The awful morning, arrived, and Ifabclla^ 
beaudfiil as an angel> and frefh as the dew of , 
Heaven, rofe with the dawn \ ai^d having attired 
herfelf with a fimplicity pure as her thoug^i 
and elegant as her manners, came forth ' 
from her chamber, and prefented herfelf to the 
eyes of her expefting lover : he led her down, 
the flairs to the room where her friends were 
aflembled, and the Rev. Dr. Sandford was in 
readinefs to perform the folemn office>,and pro- 
nounce the nuptial benediftion j which fervice 
being clofed, turning to her father, whilft Henry 

yet 
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;knees at his feet, and jointly with her hu/band, 
•in the like reverential attitude, received his 
fatherly blefling, accompanied with tears of 
Joyful fenfibihty and tender embraces : the 
fame fuit was preferred to the father of Henry, 
jwid the fame affectionate return was made to 
it by that anrii^ble perfon, in a flale peculiarly 
impreffive and affefting. A few old and faith* 
ful domefttcs were admitted h and honeft Za- 
.chary Cawdle, by claim derived from long 
attachment, and fervices as old in date as the . 
firft breath that Henry drew, was prefent on 
the occafionj and now, in his ardent manner, 
joy boiling over at his eyes, pronounced them 
to be incfilputably the moft lovely couple that 
ever plighted their faith to eacl\ other — *^ And, 
by the blefling of Heaven,'* added he, *'upon 
.their laudable endeavours, I predift they will 
give being to others; as beautiful as them* 
felvcs." 

They now fate dlown to a hafty breakfaft, 
which being difpatched. Sir Roger again cni- 
braced his daughter, and then refigning her 
hand to its happy pofleflbr, attended them to 
the door, where their chaife with poft-horfes 
was in waidng, which whirled them in tlieir 
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rapid courfc to London j where they arrived^ 
with happy omens, as the evening clofed> and 
found all things ready for their reception. 

The following day the worthy Baronet, 
punflual to his appointed hour, arrived with 
his friends, Mr. Dekpoer and Dr. Sandford, 
the latter of whom took up his abode with 
a relation at the other end of the town. Sir 
Roger was well pleafed with the airy fituation 
of his houfe, and (lill more delighted with 
the unremitted attention of his fon and daugh- 
ter, who devoted to him and Delapoer all 
thofe hours which fome beftow on frivolous 
amufements, fome on lefe innocent occupa^ 
tions. In the courfc of their refidence here 
every thing that die fage provifion of the law 
copld do for them and their pofterity was 
completed -, and, at Sir Roger's fuit, our hero 
had a grant, by royal licence, to take the 
name and bear the arms of Manftock, tbiis 
becoming the adopted reprcfentativc of that 
antient and opulent houfe. 

When the feflion was clofed, and they re- 
turned tQ the family feat at Manftock, the 
feftivities they had fled from were celebrated 
with becoming fplendor, and the hoipitable 
doors were thrown open to theif neighbours, 
9 both 
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both rich and poor. Heaven W<*fled their days 
with prolperity, and crowned their wiflies with 
a beauteous offspring. Faithful to EzekieFs 
charge, Henry never forgot the leflbns of ad- 
verfity, nor thofe faithful friends whom his 
adverfity had tried and approved^— To Za- 
chary, to the houfe of Williams, and to Ezo- 
kiel, in his humble cottage, he was ever the 
fame grateful, cordial and unaltered friend. 
The charge of young Blachford's affairs he 
devolved upon Ezekiel, with a proper allow- 
ance, but flill under his own fuperintendance ; 
Lord Crowbery alfo put the good apoftlc 
into certain offices of truft, which brought him 
fome profit, and, what was more grateful to 
his fpirit, a fituation of fome refpeftability 
amongft his neighbours. Williams throve in 
his profeffion, and Sufan was not wanting to 
provide him with thoft that ferved to keep 
his houfe afide and his induflry alert. 

Delapoer retired to his manfion near Hag- 
ley, where he had every year the pleafure of 
embracing his children, when they vifited their 
maternal manfion and property in thofe parts. 

If perfedt happinefs was ever dealt to mor- 
tals, it was furely the peculiar lot of Henry 
and IfabcUa.— Domeftic harmony that knew 



\^ 
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;AQ^intenru|idon9 hearts fondly united, and tcm«» 
j)ers happily matched, the good- will of all 
who knew them, the abundant gifts of for- 
tune, and the grateful bleffings of the poor, 
icompounded their enjoyments. Meanwhile 
^e beauteous form of Ifabella nty^cr yielded 
tip one £eettfig charm to the wide-wafting 
liand of Time, but Heaven reftorcd the lofs 
by adduig every hour freih beauties to her 
intod. 
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